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PREFACE

I have great pleasure in presenting this
unique book titled “Ram Nath Kovind :
From Ranks to Raisina” based on his
biography and his achievements besides the
response from the public at large after his
name was proposed by the NDA Coalition as
the Presidential Nominee.

The then Prime Minister of India Shri Morarji
Desai with Shri Ram Nath Kovind

I know Shri Ram Nath Kovind for the last
40 years, ever since he got associated with
the then Prime Minister of India, Shri
Morarjibhai Desai who was related to me in
many ways. During that period | saw the
dedication and the hardwork of Shri Ram
Nath Kovind Ji. It was his knowledge of law
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and commerce besides his desired to work at

the grassroot level which made him a very
successful social worker, politician and an
expert juridical scientist.

==, e -

Shri Ram Nath Kovind, Dr. Piya anan Trivedi
with other Awardees at Mahakaruna Day

My joy knew no bounds when Shri Ram
Nath Kovind was appointed as the Governor
of Bihar. I knew that he will design a new
paradigm for Bihar for bringing this State
on the World Map.

It was during the Mahakaruna Day 2017
where Shri Ram Nath Kovind and myself
along with many other dignitaries who had
successfully contributed in bringing and
maintaining communal harmony and other
related activities including interfaith work
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were felicitated. Since then | with my other
colleagues have met Shri Ram Nath Kovind
many times in connection with issues
related to our country in general and to the
State of Bihar in particular.

The Governor of Bihar Shri Ram Nath Kovind
receiving the firstcopy of the Books on Bihar
and Patna from Dr. P R Trivedi and
Dr. U K Singh at Raj Bhawan, Patna

Shri Ram Nath Kovind was overwhelmed to
receive and release the first copy of the Book
titled “Bihar : Past, Present and Future”
and “All About Patna”. He mentioned to me
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that he was longing for an authentic Book
on Bihar as well as Patna. | had put more
than one year of hard work in bringing out
these two Books.

= 1 . s -

The Book titled “Vaishali : Past, Present and
Future” being released by the Governor of Bihar
Shri Ram Nath Kovind in the presence of
Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi, Dr. Uttam Kumar Singh,
Dr. Samir Kumar Singh, Dr. Utkarsh Sharma

and Shri Mukesh Chandra Mishra atRaj Bhawan

In the mean time | also collected
information on other two Districts of Bihar
namely Muzaffarpur and Vaishali and got
these two Books published on a war footing
for presenting the same to Shri Ram Nath
Kovind when he was the Governor of Bihar.
It was 19% June 2017 that I along with my
colleagues had gone to Raj Bhawan, Patna
for presenting the Book “Vaishali : Past,
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Present and Future”. No sooner this Book
was presented to him, a call came from the
BJP President Shri Amit Shah that he has
been nominated by BJP as the Presidential

candidate.

\ ——
| The Book titled :‘F'Qelig ious Pluralism”authored
by Dr. P R Trivedi being presented to the
Presidential Nominee Shri Ram Nath Kovind
at 10 Akbar Road, New Delhi jointly by
Dr. P R Trivedi, Dr. Tanuja Trivedi and
Dr. Utkarsh Sharma
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The same day | came to Delhi as he also
came to Delhi to meet and thanked the
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the
BJP President Shri Amit Shah.

As soon as the Indian Citizenry came to
know that Shri Ram Nath Kovind after
resigning as the Governor of Bihar is
staying at 10 Akbar Road, New Delhi in the
official residence of the Union Minister for
Culture and Tourism Dr. Mahesh Sharma,

thousands of admirers started coming to
greet and congratulate him.

From the day he came to Delhi for going to
different States for campaigning, | thought
of collecting information about him for the
purpose of bringing out a Book containing
the contribution of Shri Ram Nath Kovind.

The Book is accordingly presented before

the readers from not only our country but
from all over the world as he is sure to

become the President of India, the largest
democracy of the world.

“;“f‘Q \i\ s MM///

20" July 2017 Dr.P R Trivedi
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Chapter 1
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

Shri Ram Nath Kovind (born 1st October
1945) is an Indian Politician and the NDA
candidate for President of India in the 2017
election. He is a renowned Dalit leader and
has been a Member of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). He was also the Governor of
Bihar from 2015 to 2017.

Early life and education

Shri Ram Nath Kovind was born on 1st
October 1945 in Kanpur Dehat District,

Uttar Pradesh. His father was a farmer. He
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holds a Bachelor's Degree in Commerce and
a LL.B. from Kanpur University.

Governorof Bihar Shri Ram Na*th Kovind with
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at the

Centenary Celebrations of the Patna High Court

Career

e e #f . East Central Railway

PQWM

Advocate

After graduating in law from a Kanpur
College, Shri Ram Nath Kovind went to
Delhi to prepare for the civil services
examination. He passed this examination on
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his third attempt, but he did not join as he
was selected for an allied service instead of
IAS and thus started practicing the law. He
was Central Government Advocate in the
Delhi High Court from 1977 to 1979 and
served as a Central Government Standing
Counsel in the Supreme Court from 1980 to
1993. In 1978, he became an Advocate-on-
Record of the Supreme Court of India. He
practiced in the Delhi High Court and
Supreme Court for about 16 years until
1993. He was also enrolled as an advocate in
1971 with the Bar Council of Delhi. As an
advocate he provided free legal aid to
weaker sections of society, women and the
poor under the Free Legal Aid Society in
New Delhi. He also served as the Private
Secretary of Prime Minister of India Shri
Morarji Desai in 1977-1978.

BJP member

He joined the BJP in 1991. He was
President of the BJP Dalit Morcha between
1998 and 2002 and President of the All-
India Koli Samaj. He also served as national
spokesperson of the Party. He donated his
ancestral home in Derapur to the RSS. He
contested from Ghatampur and Bhognipur
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(Uttar Pradesh) assembly constituencies on
the BJP ticketbut lost both elections.

Rajya Sabha

He was elected and became a Rajya Sabha
MP from the State of Uttar Pradesh in April
1994. He served a total of twelve years, two
consecutive terms, until March 2006. As a
Member of Parliament, he served on the
Parliamentary Committees for Welfare of
Scheduled Castes / Tribes, Home Affairs,
Petroleum and Natural Gas, Social Justice
and Empowerment, Law and Justice. He
also served as the Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha House Committee. During his career
as a parliamentarian, under M.P. LA.D.
Scheme, he focused on education in rural
areas by helping in construction of school
buildings in Uttar Pradesh and Uttrakhand.
As a Member of Parliament, he visited
Thailand, Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore,
Germany, Switzerland, France, the United
Kingdom and the United States on study
tours.

Other appointments

He has served on the Board of Management
of Dr. B.R Ambedkar University, Lucknow

and as on the Board of Governors of IIM
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Calcutta. He has also represented India at
the UN and addressed the United Nations
General Assembly in October 2002.

Governor

On 8 August 2015, the President of India
appointed him as the Governor of Bihar. On
16 August 2015, the acting Chief Justice of
Patna High Court, Justice Igbal Ahmad
Ansari, administered the oath to him as the
36t Governor of Bihar. The function took

place at Raj Bhawan, Patna. As Governor,
he was praised for constituting a Judicial

Commission to investigate irregularities in

promotion of undeserving teachers, mis-
management of funds and appointment of
undeserving candidates in universities.
After nomination for the post of President of
India, he resigned from his post as Governor
of Bihar, and President of India Shri Pranab
Mukherjee accepted his resignation on 20t
June 2017.

Personal life

Shri Ram Nath Kovind married Savita Shri
Kovind on 30 May 1974. They have a
married son, Prashant Kumar, and a
daughter, Swati.

17



Chapter 2
INDEPENDENTS FLOCKED

TO SUPPORT SHRI RAM
NATH KOVIND

NDA-backed Presidential candidate Shri
Ram Nath Kovind garnered more support,
though from expected quarters, making his
trip to Jharkhand fruitful in many terms.
During his meeting with MLAs and MPs
from the BJP and allies from the State on
Wednesday, he was also welcomed by Geeta
Koda and Bhanu Pratap Sahi — the MLAs
not openly in the NDA camp.

The leaders belonging to Jai Bharat
Samanta Party and Nav Jawan Sagharsh
Morcha, respectively, were present in the
get together called at the official residence
of Chief Minister Shri Raghubar Das.
Besides them all eyes were on cynical ally
AJSU and the party of four MLAs was well
represented by its supremo Shri Sudesh
Mahto along with Minister in Raghubar Das
Cabinet Shri Chandra Prakash Chaudhary.

If the BJP sources are to be believed, the
ruling coalition is expected to get backing of

18



jailed MLA of the Jharkhand Party, Ainos
Ekka at the time of voting on July 17. “We
are in touch with him and he should support
the NDA candidate. Also we are working to
get support of Kushwaha Shivpujan Mehta
(BSP legislator of Hussainabad) who had
voted in our favour previously,” said a BJP
MP.

Taking all the numbers into consideration,
Shri Ram Nath Kovind may get votes of at
least 49 MLAs, if not 51, in his favour which
would be valued as 8624 out of the total
value of votes in the Presidential elections—
10,98,903. Value of vote of each MLA of the
State is 176.

Besides, out of 20 Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha MPs from the State, the NDA
nominee is set to get support of as many as
15 members. This prompted Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Ananth
Kumar punching the air with confidence.

“Since we have announced Shri Ram Nath
Kovind as our nominee for the President’s
post as many as 30 parties have joined
hands with us. Several regional parties in
other parts and parties from Jharkhand
such as AJSU, Jai Bharat Smanta Party
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and Jai Jawan Sangharsh Morcha have
backed the NDA's candidate,” said the
senior BJP leader who was accompanying
Shri  Kovind along with MPs from
Maharashtra and few other States. Party’s
senior leaders including MP Jayant Sinha,
Kailash Vijayvargiya and Ram Vichar
Netam were present on the occasion.

Quoting Shri Kovind from his address given
to supporting MLAs and MPs from the
State, Ananth Kumar said that the
presidential nominee found his connect with
the people of the State. “He paid his tributes

to Birsa Munda and termed the people of
Jharkhand true and lovable. He also
recalled his 50 year old relationship with
the people of the State. Referring to the
prestige attached with presidential position,
he underlined his duties as the commander
of chief of all the three forces and securing

borders of the country,” said Ananth Kumar
briefing the media.

He further added that Shri Kovind in his
address rated the Constitution of the

country as the apex guiding book for him

and pledged to play his role as per the
aspirations of Baba Saheb Bhim Rao

Ambedkar. “He stressed that his ideology is

20



none other than that of the Constitution,”
added Ananth Kumar.

BJP State president and MP Laxman Gilua
gave welcome speech followed by speech of
support on the behalf of the BJP and as well
as NDA from Chief Minister Raghubar Das.
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Chapter 3
WHY TO HAVE SHRI RAM
NATH KOVIND AS THE
PRESIDENT OF INDIA ?

Shri Ram Nath Kovind ji has been

nominated as the Presidential candidate by
the National Democratic Alliance and based

on the current equations, he is set to

succeed Sh Pranab Mukherjee in the office
later this summer.

Born in a small village Paraunkh of Kanpur
In Uttar Pradesh, Shri Kovind ji studied to
be lawyer and cracked civil services exam.

However, being selected for allied services
than IAS, he did not join!

I dug internet for the details after reading
this question and after searching for 30
minutes, | have following points that speak
for him to be a deserving candidate.

. Studied to become a lawyer
He studied to become a lawyer and

graduated from Kanpur College, Uttar
Pradesh
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« Cleared Civil Services Exam

He was selected for the allied services in his
third attempt but did not take it considering
his aim was to become an IAS.

« Enrolled as an Advocate in 1971
with Bar Council of Delhi.

After he left preparing for IAS, he decided to
pursue law as profession in Delhi

« Central Government Advocate in
Delhi HC (1977-1979)

He served as a lawyer representing the
Central Government in Delhi HC for 2 years
from 1977 to 1979

. Central Government Standing
Counsel in SC (1980-1993)

Sh Shri Kovind ji served as the Central
Government Standing Counsel in SC for 13
long years in the Supreme Courtof India.

. Worked as PS to Morarji Desali
One of the facts that surprised me the most

was that India’s potential President was
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once a PS to former Indian PM Shri Morar ji
Desai.

« Represented India in the United
Nations and addressed United
Nations (UN) General Assembly in
October, 2002

This gives him the international exposure
and experience of representing the country
on an International platform.

. Rajya Sabha MP for two terms

from UP (1994-2000 and 2000-
2006)

12 years in Parliament acquainted him with
the functioning of the parliament as well.
Apart from it, he has served as a member of
several parliamentary committees as an
MP. These committees included the likes of
Welfare of SC/ST and Social justice and
empowerment. This got him  the
administrative experience required to make
it to the top chair in the country.

« Served as a Member of the Board of

Management of Dr. B.R Ambedkar
University, Lucknow
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. Served as Member of Board of
Governors of the Indian Institute of
Management, Kolkata

. Served as the Governor of Bihar

Served as the Governor of a State with
immense political importance helped him
gain the experience of the core politics and
required dynamics. Now, he is not only well
versed with UP but has a grip on Bihar as
well.

. Born to a farmer in rural Kanpur

Considering the fact that right wing is

dominating the national politics, it adds to
the benefit for a ground leader when it

comes to nomination.
. Dalit

You may feel sad about it but the fact that
Indian politics makes one to consider the
caste is a reality. Getting a Dalit in the top
chair will be a big bonus to BJP’s future
campaigns. Shri Kovind Ji is one of the most
reputable Dalit faces from the Party.

The experience of representing India on an
international forum added to his benefit. He
is a well informed man when it comes to law

25



and constitution. He is also well versed with
policy making since he worked closely with
Sh Morarji Desai. He has also extensively
worked in direction of providing free legal

aid to the marginalized sections of the
society especially women from SC and ST

communities.

For now, no matter if you agree or disagree
with this decision of the NDA but they have
played their cards right. It can be a
masterstroke to ensure BJP’s presence in
center for a long time. It will be interesting
to see what Nitish Kumar and Mayawati
has got to say on this unpredictable move
since Shri Kovind Ji has good relationship
with the Bihar CM while BSP supremo is
trying to search her lost plot in Dalit
politics. Meanwhile, both Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh CM has announced the
support for the President designate.
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Chapter 4
MORE DETAILS ABOUT

NDA'S PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE

His face doesn’t grab airtime. His comments
do not court controversy and his actions
does not generally make news. The National
Democratic Alliance's man for the country’s
highest constitutional post is as low profile
as can be.

But the Former Bihar Governor Shri Ram
Nath Kovind, 71, has attributes that not
many in the large NDA family can boast of.
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The Kanpur-born former lawyer is a Dalit
leader, is known for his organisational skills
and is a loyal member of the Bharatiya
Janata Party.

Names of several presidential probables
from the NDA stable were doing the rounds
but Shri Kovind, a former national
spokesperson of the party, was not among
them.

While the choice may have surprised
political watchers, it's an astute move for a
party working overtime to expand its social
base and win over new constituencies.

Shri Kovind, who could well be India’s 14th
president if the numbers stack up, is
married and has a son and a daughter.

BJP chief Amit Shah said the party’s
parliamentary board went through a long
list of potential candidates before choosing
Shri Kovind, who was its MP in the Rajya
Sabha for two terms and headed its Dalit
Morcha.

His links to the Party's controversial
Hindutva politics, however, are tenuous.
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Sources say he has been drawn more to the
politics of social empowerment of Dalits and
other weaker sections than the plank of
religion.

Largely seen as an affable man, he has had
a quiet innings as the governor of Bihar, a
post that he took up in August 2015, months
before assembly elections were held in the
state.

It is an acknowledgement of his non-
confrontational conduct that Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, who has been
battling the BJP in the state, lavished
praise on him on Monday, saying he had
done ‘exemplary work’ as Governor.

Shri Nitish Kumar who had earlier been
critical of the NDA Government's
appointment of Shri Kovind as Governor,
had then said he was not consulted about
the move. But since then, the two have been
getting along well, the sources said.

Shri Kovind, a Commerce Graduate who
also studied law at Kanpur University,
practised in the Delhi high court and the
Supreme Court. He was also the Central
Government's standing counsel in the apex

court from 1980-93.
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His official profile on the Bihar governor's
website describes him as a crusader for
‘rights and cause of weaker sections of
society specially Scheduled Castes /

Scheduled Tribes / OBC / minority..." from
his student days.

Shri Amit Shah on Monday highlighted his
‘humble background’ and work for the cause
of weaker sections as he appealed to the
opposition Parties to support Shri Kovind as
a consensus candidate.

The Party's top brass would hope that by
sending the only Dalit after Shri K R
Narayanan -- and the first from the Hindi
heartland -- to Rashtrapati Bhavan, the BJP
would win over the community.

The BJP has been seeking to widen its base
beyond its traditional constituencies of
upper castes and trading classes and has
succeeded to a large extent, as seen in the
UP assembly polls.

Shri Kovind, who headed Dalit Morcha from
1998 to 2002, also led the All-India Koli
Samaj.
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Elected to the Rajya Sabha in April 1994
from Uttar Pradesh, he served two
consecutive terms till March 2006.

He joined a stir by SC/ST employees in 1997
when Dalits and others protested against
orders issued by the central government,
which were rescinded by Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee when the NDA came to power.

As an advocate, Shri Kovind took the lead in
providing free legal aid to weaker sections,
especially the SC/ST women, and poor and
needy girls under the aegis of the Free Legal
Aid Society in Delhi.

Known for his work in the field of education,
he served as a member on the board of
management of the Dr. B R Ambedkar
University, Lucknow, and was a member of
the board of governors of the Indian
Institute of Management, Kolkata.
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Chapter 5
EVERYTHING YOU

WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

Shri Ram Nath Kovind, the NDA candidate
for the office of President of India, is known
for being the noble politician whose actions
always spoke louder than his words. Coming
from a humble background, this 71-year-old
candidate has managed to stay away from
controversies all his life.

The Former Governer of Bihar Shri Ram
Nath Kovind, was born on 1st October 1945

in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh to a farmer. Srh
Shri Ram Nath Kovind practised law in the

past and he is a prominent leader for the
32



Dalits. He is also popular for his impeccable
organisational skills.

Since the beginning, Shri Kovind has been a
part of the Bharatiya Janata Party. He was
a member of Rajya Sabha from Uttar
Pradesh state for two terms, between 1994
and 2000 and 2000 and 2006. He also
chaired the House Committee of Rajya
Sabha. Totally sacrificing his life to serve
the public, Shri Ram Nath Kovind always
had a soft spot for the poor and the
underprivileged.

His educational background includes
Bachelor of Commerce and an LLB degree
from Kanpur University. He played the
crucial role of Advocate for Central
Government in the High Court of Delhi
between 1977 and 1979 and also became the
advocate-on-record for the Supreme Court of
India in the year 1978. Having enrolled
himself as an advocate with the Delhi bar
council in the year 1971, he ensured free
legal assistance for the poor, the women,
and the weaker sections of the society,
under the Free Legal Aid Society. Ram Nath
was also the personal assistant to the Prime
Minister of India Morarji Desai between the
years 1977 and 1978.
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He was on the Board of Management for
Lucknow’s Dr BR Ambedkar University and
also found himself a place on the Board of
Governors for  Indian Institute  of
Management, Kolkata. He was a
representative for India at the United
Nations and addressed the UN General
Assembly in October, 2002.

He was appointed the Governor of Bihar in
August, 2015, by the President of India.
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Chapter 6
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

ARRIVES IN MUMBAI;
TO ADDRESS NDA MPs,
LEGISLATORS

NDA presidential nominee Shri Ram Nath
Kovind arrived in Mumbai to address a
meeting of legislators and MPs.

Shri Kovind was welcomed at the airport by
BJP leaders, including Union Ministers
Nitin Gadkari and Ramdas Athawale, and
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis.

From the airport, Shri Kovind left for the
Garware Club in south Mumbai, where he is
scheduled to address a meeting of NDA MPs
and legislators in the State.

“After the meeting and lunch, Shri Kovind
left the city,” a BJP leader said.

Shri Kovind is not scheduled to meet Shiv
Sena president Shri Uddhav Thackeray at
his residence, BJP sources said.

Significantly, Shri Pranab Mukherjee and

Smt. Pratibha Patil, as presidential

candidates of the UPA, had visited the then
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Shiv Sena supremo Shri Bal Thackeray at
his residence ‘Matoshree’ in suburban
Bandra as the party had broken ranks with
the NDA in the past two elections for the
highest constitutional office.

Shri Uddhav had announced his party’s
support for Shri Kovind after a meeting of
Shiv Sena leaders here last month. “Shri
Kovind is a good candidate, a straight-
forward person from a simple family and
has the potential to work for the country’s
benefit,” he had said, after dithering for a
day following the announcement of Shri
Kovind's candidature by the BJP, followed
by its endorsement by most other NDA
partners.

The Shiv Sena’s announcement to support
Shri Kovind had come amid severe strains
in relations of the party with the BJP over a
host of issues. The Party had pitched for
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) Chief
Shri Mohan Bhagwat as its first preference

for the top office. “If India has to be made a
'Hindu rashtra’, Bhagwat will be a good

choice for President,” Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut had said.
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After Shri Bhagwat ruled himself out of the
race, Shiv Sena had suggested agricultural
scientist Dr. M S Swaminathan’s name for
the post, saying he will be able to provide
solutions to the deepening agrarian crisis in
several parts of the country.

BJP president Shri Amit Shah had met Shri
Thackeray last month at 'Matoshree’ to
enlist the party’s support for the NDA'’s
presidential candidate.

Sena has 18 MPs and 63 MLAs. Voting for
the presidential election is scheduled on
July 17 and the counting will take place on
July 20, four days before President Shri
Pranab Mukherjee’s term ends.
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Chapter 7
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND’S

SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Shri Ram Nath Kovind is an Indian
Politician who recently resigned as the

Governor of Bihar. Check out this biography
to know about his childhood, family life,

achievements and other facts about his life.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind is an Indian
Politician, serving as the present Governor
of Bihar (a state in India), in office since 16
August 2015. He has been announced as the
presidential candidate by the ruling
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National Democratic Alliance. An advocate
by profession, he has been active in the
political scenario from the past several
years. After earning his a LLB from Kanpur
University, he practiced for several years as
a lawyer in the Delhi High Court and
Supreme Court before joining the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in 1991.

A “Dalit” hailing from the “Scheduled
Castes,” he belongs to a community that has
been historically oppressed in India and is
thus well aware of the struggles that people
belonging to such communities face. For
four years he served as the President of the
BJP Dalit Morcha and has also provided
free legal aid to the weaker sections of the
society.

He became a Rajya Sabha MP from the
state of Uttar Pradesh in April 1994 and
served in this position for 12 years. Over the
course of his political career he focused on
education in rural areas and has served on
the Board of management of Dr. B.R
Ambedkar University as well.

Childhood & Early Life

« Shri Ram Nath Kovind was born on 1

October 1945 in Kanpur Dehat
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District, Uttar Pradesh, India, to
Maiku Lal and Kalawati Devi. His
father was a farmer, and their family
was a humble one. Their family
belonged to the Dalit community, a
historically oppressed group in India.
Not much is known about his early
years or schooling. After completing
his high school education, he earned a
Bachelor's degree in commerce before
completing his LLB from Kanpur
University.

He aspired to be an IAS officer and
moved to Delhi to prepare for the civil
services examination. He cleared the
coveted examination on his third
attempt but was not selected for IAS
and instead chosen for an allied
service. He decided not to join and
thus started practicing law.

Career

Shri Ram Nath Kovind’s legal career
proved to be a successful one. In 1971,
he was also enrolled as an advocate
with the bar council of Delhi. He
served as a Central Government
Advocate in Delhi High Court from
1977 to 1979, before serving as a
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Central Government standing counsel
in the Supreme Court from 1980 to
1993.

Meanwhile in 1978, he became an
advocate-on—record of the Supreme
Court of India. Around this time, he
also served as the personal assistant of
the then-Prime Minister of India
Morarji Desai (1977-78).

Hailing from the Dalit community,
Shri Kovind felt strongly about social
justice issues. A crusader for the rights
and cause of weaker sections of the
society from his student days, he
provided free legal aid to the
oppressed sections  of society,
especially the women and the
underprivileged, under the Free Legal
Aid Society in New Delhi.

His high-prolife legal career brought
him in contact with several politicians,
and he himself ventured into the field
in 1991 by joining the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). In April 1994 he
was elected as a Rajya Sabha MP from
the state of Uttar Pradesh. He proved
to be quite popular in this position and
served for a total of 12 years till March
2006.
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In 1997, Shri Kovind joined the SC/ST
employees’ movement against the
central government to protest against
some government orders. These orders
were later termed null and void
through the passage of three
amendments to the Constitution.

As a strong advocate for Dalit rights,
he served as the President of the BJP
Dalit Morcha between 1998 and 2002.
Around this time he was also made the
President of the All-India Koli Sama,j.
He served as national spokesperson of
the party as well.

He held several portfolios as a member
of parliament and served on the
Parliamentary Committee for Welfare
of Scheduled Castes/Tribes, Petroleum
and Natural Gas, Home Affairs, Social
Justice and Empowerment, and Law
and Justice.

Along with social justice, he was very
passionate about providing better
educational facilities to children in
rural areas. He helped in the
construction of schools in the rural
areas in Uttar Pradesh and
Uttrakhand under the M.P.LA.D.
Scheme. He also visited Nepal,
Thailand, Pakistan, Germany, France,
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Switzerland, United Kingdom, and
USA on study tours.

Alongside his political career, Shri
Kovind has also served on the Board of
Management of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
University, Lucknow, and was a
member on the Board of Governors of
IIM Kolkata. In 2002, he represented
India at the UN and addressed the
United Nations General Assembly.

His illustrious career as a politician
touched newer heights when in August
2015, the President of India appointed
him the Governor of Bihar. Once again
the determined politician proved his
mettle by constituting a judicial
commission to investigate appoint-
ment of undeserving candidates in
universities, irregularities in the
promotion of unfit teachers, and the
mismanagement of funds.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind was chosen as
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) candidate for the position of the
President of India on June 19, 2017, by
BJP president Amit Shah. If he does
become the president, he will be the
first Dalit president of the country.
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Major Works

. Shri Ram Nath Kovind is well-known
as a crusader for the rights of the
underprivileged sections of the society,
especially Scheduled Castes/Scheduled
Tribes/ OBC, minority communities,
and poor women. Not only has he
served as a member of the
Parliamentary Committee on Welfare
of Scheduled Castes/Tribes, but has
also provided free legal services to the

needy and weaker sections under the
aegis of Free Legal Aid Society in
Delhi.

Personal Life and Legacy

« Shri Ram Nath Kovind married Savita
Kovind on 30 May 1974. They have
two children, a son, Prashant, and a
daughter, Swati.

Trivia

« This popular BJP politician is known
for donating his ancestral home in
Derapur to the RSS.
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Chapter 8
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND:

A LAWYER WHO FOUGHT
FOR THE DOWNTRODDEN

Known for his aversion to controversies,
Shri Ram Nath Kovind has a history of
working for the uplifment of marginalised
communities.

A Maha Dalit leader from rural Kanpur,
Shri Ram Nath Kovind was chosen as the
NDA's presidential candidate by the BJP
with an eye on wooing the most backwards
and poor classes.
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By choosing Shri Kovind, the BJP intends to
expand its Dalit support base in the run up
to the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

Soft-spoken Shri Kovind, belongs to the poor
section of the Dalit community of Uttar
Pradesh.

A lawyer by profession, Shri Kovind belongs
to Koli community, a sub-caste of larger
Dalit community who have faced extreme
depravation and discrimination in Northern
India.

The BJP’s choice of Shri Kovind comes at a
time when Dalit groups have protested in
Uttar Pradesh and other states against
increased atrocities by upper castes and cow
vigilantes.

If elected as the NDA nominee, Shri Kovind
will be Uttar Pradesh’s first leader to occupy
the Rashtrapati Bhavan. He will the second
dalit president after Shri K R Narayanan
who hailed from Kerala.

Till date UP has only sent Prime Ministers -
-Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Indira Gandhi, Charan Singh, VP Singh and
Chandra Shekhar. Justice Mohammad
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Hidayatullah was the only UP-born leader
to have held the highest post but he was
only acting President for two brief terms.

Shri Kovind as an NDA choice cannot be
easily rejected or defeated by the opposition
parties as he is known as a non-
controversial BJP politician.

Shri Kovind's name was a surprise t even
those within the BJP and the Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) who wanted
somebody with a Hindutva image.

However, Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi and BJP Chief Shri Amit Shah
managed to convince the RSS leadership
with a strategy that could see the opposition
split on choosing the next president.

Two years ago, when he picked Shri Kovind
as Bihar Governor, Shri Narendra Modi had
tweeted that "he has spent his entire life
working for the Dalits, the marginalised
communities."

On Monday, after his name was announced,
the PM said he will make an "exceptional
president” and reminded everyone that he is
a "farmer's son" who comes from a humble
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background and his ‘“"knowledge and
understanding of the Constitution will
benefit the nation."

Though the opposition is not too happy that
the BJP announced its candidate without

getting its nod, Shri Kovind is known to
enjoy good rapport with Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has indicated
support for his candidature.

Hailing from Derapur tehsil of Kanpur
Dehat, Shri Kovind was BJP's Lok Sabha

candidate from Ghatampur seat in 1990. He

lost and never contested again. He was
elected twice to Rajya Sabha in 1994 and

again in 2006.

Shri Kovind's political innings began when
he became one of the personal secretaries to

then Prime Minister Shri Morarji Desai

during the Janata Government in 1977. A
lawyer for 16 years, he practised in the

Delhi High Court and the Supreme Court.

Shri Kovind enrolled as an advocate in 1971
before becoming Central Government
Advocate in the Delhi HC from 1977 to 1979
and Central Government Standing Counsel
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in the SC from 1980 to 1993. He became
Advocate-on-Record of the SC in 1978.

Seventy-one-year-old Shri Kovind is a

former BJP national spokesperson who was
close to AB Vajpayee and LK Advani. He
headed BJP's SC/ST Morcha (1998 to 2002).
Till he became an MP, Shri Kovind lived in
a rented apartment in Delhi's Kalibari.
Known to avoid controversy, he never
appeared on television when he was party
spokesperson.

Shri Kovind served as a member on many

important  Parliamentary =~ Committees,
including that of home affairs, law and

justice, social justice and empowerment.

In 2012, Shri Kovind was sent to Uttar
Pradesh as BJP general secretary in 2012.

Shri Kovind refused to take up any
responsibility for more than a year.

During his parliamentary tenure of 12
years, he emphasised on the development of
basic infrastructure for education in rural
areas by helping in the construction of
school buildings in Uttar Pradesh and
Uttrakhand under M.P. L.A.D. Scheme.
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As a lawyer, Shri Kovind took a leading role
in providing free legal aid to the weaker
sections of society, especially SC/ST women,
needy and the poor under the aegis of “Free
Legal Aid Society” in Delhi. He is married to
Savita Shri Kovind and has a son and a
daughter.
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Chapter 9
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND,

NDA’'S NOMINEE FOR
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Former Bihar Governor Shri Ram Nath
Kovind has been named as BJP's
presidential nominee. BJP Chief Shri Amit
Shah made the announcement following the
BJP’s parliamentary committee meet on 19
June. The NDA allies are yet to endorse
BJP’s nomination.

Shri Kovind, a lawyer by profession, began
his career in 1971. He worked in the

capacity of an advocate for the central
government in Delhi High Court from 1977

to 1979.

Throughout his 16-year-long legal career, he
practised in both the Delhi HC and the
Supreme Court.

As an advocate, Shri Kovind took the lead in
providing free legal aid to weaker sections,
especially the SC/ST women, and poor and
needy girls under the aegis of the Free Legal
Aid Society in Delhi.
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Who is Ram Nath Kovind?

Date of birth: 1 chgber 1945

Posts held

Member of Rajya Sabha
(1994-2000 & 2000-2006)

President of the BJP
Scheduled Caste Morcha
(1999-2002)

Governor of Bihar (2015)

Who is Shri Ram Nath Kovind? Data
compiled from Factly.

Shri Kovind was elected as a Rajya Sabha
MP from Uttar Pradesh. He served two
consecutive terms for 12 years, from 1994 to
2006.

Shri Kovind joined a stir by SC/ST
employees when in 1997 certain orders were
issued by the Centre which adversely
affected their interests. These orders were
later declared null and void after the
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passage of three amendments in the
Constitution during the rule of the first
NDA government led by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

During his stint as a parliamentarian, Shri
Kovind emphasised on the need for
infrastructure  development and rural
education. He helped build schools in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, reported The
Hindu.

Shri Kovind, who belongs to the Koli
community, has served as the president of
the BJP Dalit Morcha and the Chief of the
All-India Koli Samaj.

The “RSS loyalist” was appointed the BJP
national spokesperson in 2010, during Nitin
Gadkari's tenure as BJP chief, reported
Asian Age.

He has represented India at the United
Nations and has addressed the UN General
Assembly in 2002. He has also served in
various parliamentary committees in
various capacities.

Shri Kovind was appointed the Bihar

Governor by President Shri Pranab

Mukerjee in 2015. According to reports,
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Bihar Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar
was unhappy with his appointment and had
guestioned the Centre for having selected
Shri Kovind without consulting the state
government.

As per the precedent so far, the central
government, the home minister talks to the
State Government, its Chief Minister on it
(appointment of governor)... This time there
IS no consultation. | have also got the
information (about the appointment)
through media.

Positions Shri Ram Nath Kovind Has
Held Over the Years

1971-1975: General Secretary of the Akhil
Bharatiya Koli Samaj

1977-1979: Central Government Advocate
in Delhi High Court

1982-1984: Central Government Junior
Counsel in Supreme Court

1986: General Secretary of the Depressed
Classes Legal Aid Bureau

1994-2000: Elected to the Rajya Sabha from
Uttar Pradesh
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1995-1996: Member, Consultative
Committee for the Ministry of
Communications

1995-1997: Member, Committee on Home
Affairs

1996-1999: Member, Committee on the
Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes

1996-1999: Member, Consultative
Committee for the Ministry of Railways

1997: Member, BJP National Executive
Committee

1998-2000 and 2002-2004: Member,
Committee on Petroleum and Chemicals

1998-2000 and 2002-2004: Member,
Consultative Committee for the Ministry of
Civil Aviation

1999-2002: National President, B.J.P.
Scheduled Caste Morcha

2000-2006: Elected to the Rajya Sabha for
2nd Term from Uttar Pradesh
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2000-2004: Member, Consultative
Committee for the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas

2000-2002: Member, Committee on
Petitions

2002 -2004: Chairman, House Committee,
Rajya Sabha

2002-2004: Member, General Purposes
Committee

2002: Member, Board of Governors, Indian
Institute of Management, Kolkata

2003: Member, Board of Management of
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University,
Lucknow

2015 onwards: Governor of Bihar

2017: NDAS' Presidential Nominee.
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Chapter 10
MULAYAM, SHIVPAL TO

VOTE IN FAVOUR OF
NDA’s NOMINEE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP
Chief Shri Amit Shah were among the first
to cast their votes to elect the 14th
President of India. A total of 776 MPs and
4,120 MLAs will cast their votes today. The
fight is between NDA’s nominee and former
Bihar Governor Shri Ram Nath Kovind and
Opposition’s candidate and former Lok
Sabha Speaker Smt. Meira Kumar.

and NDA's Shri Ram Nath Kovind

« Voting for presidential election to take
place on 17 July 2017.

« The fight is between NDA nominee
Shrir Ram Nath Kovind and
Opposition’s pick Smt. Meira Kumar
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A total of 4896 lawmakers vote to
elect Shri Pranab  Mukherjee’s
successor

Voting began at 10 am and will
continue till 5 pm PM Modi, BJP chief
Amit Shah and UP CM Shri Yogi
Adityanath cast their votes around
10:20 am

A total of 32 polling stations — one in
Parliament House and one each in the
state legislative assemblies — have
been set up
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Chapter 11
NITISH KUMAR HAS LEFT
LALU YADAYV AND
OPPOSITION ON THEIR TOES

Questions have been raised over the
continuance of the Grand Alliance
government in Bihar after Shri Nitish
Kumar surprised everyone by backing BJP
nominee Shri Ram Nath Kovind for
President, causing severe heartburns to his
alliance partner and RJD boss, Shri Lalu
Prasad, who even termed Bihar CM’s
decision as a “historical blunder”.

There may not be any immediate threat to
the government in Bihar, but it is subject to
Shri Lalu Prasad’s ability to lie low. “Shri
Nitish Kumar clearly has an independent
mind. He cannot be bogged down by what
the alliance partner wants him to do. He
cannot be pushed beyond a point either,”
says a senior JD(U) leader in Patna.

But why has Shri Nitish Kumar — having

earlier spoken about “Opposition unity” and

forging a joint strategy for the presidential

polls — changed his stand? Is Kumar on his

way back to the NDA camp? Or, is the hype

over his backing a BJP candidate worth it?
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The JD(U) support to NDA nominee for
President, as party chief general secretary
Shri KC Tyagi described, can be seen as
Nitish Kumar’'s reciprocation to Shri
Kovind's impartial and dignified stint as
Bihar governor.

As a man of integrity and honour, Shri
Nitish Kumar appears to have only
reciprocated the goodwill. But, is this as
simple? Top political sources in Patna see
Kumar’s decision as an expression of his
growing despair in the Congress-led
opposition. In April, when Shri Nitish
Kumar met Congress chief Sonia Gandhi, he
reportedly advised her to set a secular
agenda instead of reacting to everything
that Shri Narendra Modi does or says.

It was seen as Shri Nitish Kumar’s last
effort to inject a new strategic purpose into
the opposition’s thinking veins. If Shri
Nitish Kumar had to pull out of the UP polls
— where he had fiercely campaigned ahead

of the Assembly polls to take his party
beyond Bihar — it was largely because the

Congress did nothing to accommodate the
JD(U) in its Uttar Pradesh alliance.
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Earlier, it was Shri Nitish Kumar who made
Shri Lalu Prasad cede many seats to let a
non-existent Congress contest as many as
40 Assembly seats in Bihar Assembly polls.
The Congress had won 27 of those seats.
Shri Nitish Kumar expected the Congress to
reciprocate for the UP polls but the grand
old party spurned him.

As the Congress allied with the Samajwadi
Party and Shri Nitish Kumar’s other
alliance partner — Shri Lalu Prasad —
campaigned for them in UP, the JD(U) was
made to appear unwanted and left out.

Also, Shri Nitish Kumar, a man with a
sharp  political sense, has quickly
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understood that the Congress is not only too
weak to lead its alliance partners, but also
lacks the vision to set agenda. Worse,
regional chieftains like Mamata Banerjee
and Shri Mulayam Singh Yadav are both
unpredictable and untrustworthy.

The impact of this realisation was visible
when Shri Nitish skipped Smt. Sonia
Gandhi’s lunch which she hosted on May 26,
where leaders of 16 parties discussed the
possibility of a joint candidate for President.
But the meeting failed to come out with any
names.

Beyond the immediate reasons, Nitish
Kumar also has a penchant for taking
independent decisions on issues. Much to
the chagrin of the BJP top brass, Nitish had
backed Congress nominee Pranab
Mukherjee as the presidential candidate in
2012, though he was then partof the NDA.

He had also lauded then Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh for his “economic wisdom
and personal integrity” while staying in the
NDA. Similarly, Shri Nitish has backed Shri
Modi's demonetisation and surgical strike
against Pakistan lastyear.
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So, what about the Grand Alliance
government at a time when the BJP looks
eager to back Shri Nitish Kumar? The
writing on the wall is not entirely legible,
but seeing the alacrity with which the Bihar
CM met Shri Kovind hours after Amit Shah
declared the NDA's candidature for
President — and then got the JD(U) to
officially endorse him — a day before the
meeting of Opposition parties to decide on
their choice for the post — nothing seems
iImpossible.
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Chapter 12
WHAT MADE BJP PICK SHRI
RAM NATH KOVIND AS ITS
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE?

In one stroke, Opposition’'s unity was

thrown into disarray as BJP announced the
name of Dalit leader and Former Bihar

Governor Shri Ram Nath Kovind as NDA's

Presidential candidate.

Shri Kovind, a low profile and highly
respected leader within the BJP, hails from
Kanpur in UP and is known to be a hardcore
organization man. “Shri Ram Nath ji has
always spoken for the deprived sections of
society, and has had a long career in
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speaking out for Dalits and oppressed
sections of society,” said BJP president Shri
Amit Shah, announcing his candidature.

Though there are other Dalit faces in the
party, Shri Kovind, 71, is highly regarded
and has held several responsibilities within
the party including the national
spokesperson and President of BJP’'s SC/ST
Morcha from 1998 to 2002. A former
Supreme Court lawyer, he has also been two
term Rajya Sabha MP.

Sources in the party say that it was his
unassuming nature and loyalty to the party
that won him the nomination for President’s
post. His appointment as Bihar governor
in August 2015, in the run up to the Bihar
assembly elections, was met with equal
surprise at that time. Not many outside the
party knew much about him. In fact, even as
national spokesperson of the party, he
desisted from making TV appearances.

Known for his Spartan lifestyle, Shri Kovind
Is believed to have lived in a rented
apartment in Delhi's Kalibari area before
becoming an MP in 1994.

The decision left the Opposition nonplussed

as they would find it difficult to oppose his
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candidature owing to his Dalit credentials.
A senior Congress leader told Outlook that
it may be difficult to oppose a Dalit leader’s
name “unless we can come up with another
strong Dalit candidate.” Shri Shah said that
the party was hopeful of a consensus on Shri
Kovind’'s name.

“Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
spoken to Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Manmohan
Singh, and other political leaders on the
Issue. The date for nomination will be set in
consultation with Shri Kovindji, but most
likely it will be onJune 23rd We have
simply informed the other leaders. | am
hoping for consensus,” Shri Shah said. The
party is yet to take a decision on Vice
President nominee.
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Chapter 13
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND:

10 THINGS YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT HIM

After a two-hour long meeting on Monday,
BJP President Shri Amit Shah announced
that Bihar Governor Shri Ram Nath Kovind
was the NDA Government's candidate for
the presidential election.

The announcement was made after Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi met with Shri
Amit Shah and other top leaders of his
party.
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Post the announcement, Shri Amit Shah
sought Congress leaders Smt. Sonia Gandhi
and Dr. Manmohan Singh to extend their
support for the BJP's nominee.

Here's what you should know about the
NDA-backed Presidential candidate:

1. Born on October 1, 1945, in Uttar
Pradesh's Kanpur Dehat, Shri Ram Nath

Kovind was the youngest among three
brothers. He completed his primary and pre-
middle school education from Khanpur in
Sandalpur block. He passed intermediate
examination from Kanpur and Bachelor of
Commerce from DAV College. He became a
law graduate from DAV Law College,
Kanpur.

2. Thereafter, Shri Kovind moved to Delhi to
prepare for civil services examination. He
cleared the coveted exams in his third
attempt. However, he turned down the job
offer as he was selected in the allied
services.

3. A lawyer by profession, he practised as an
advocate for the Centre in Delhi HC from
1977-79. He was a permanent advocate for
the Centre in the SC from 1980-93.
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4. After the formation of Janata Party
government in 1977, he became private
secretary to then PM Shri Morarji Desai. He
also worked as a junior counsellor for the
Janata Party Government in the Supreme
Court.

5. BJP fielded him as a Lok Sabha
candidate from Ghatampur in UP in 1990.
He lost the election.

6. In 2007, BJP gave him a ticket for UP
Assembly election from Bhognipur. He lost
that election too.

7. Shri Kovind was a Rajya Sabha member
from 1994-2006 from UP. A Dalit, he was
member of the Parliamentary committees
for SC/ST welfare, Home ministry,
petroleum and natural gas, social justice,
and law and justice. He was also the
chairman of Rajya Sabha Housing
Committee.

8. Shri Kovind was a member of
management board for Dr. B R Ambedkar
University, Lucknow, and Board of
Governors, Indian Institute of Management,
Kolkata.
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9. He represented India at United Nations
in New York and addressed the General
Assembly in October 2002.

10. He was the BJP's Scheduled Caste cell
president from 1998-2002. He was also the
party's national spokesperson and a member
of the BJP's National Executive Committee
(NEC) as a permanent invitee.

71-year-old Shri Kovind is now the Bihar
governor. The BJP-led Centre had
appointed him as Governor in August 2015
to woo Dalits keeping an eye on the State
Assembly elections held in December that
year.
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Chapter 14
1S SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND
THE MOST SUITABLE
CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT?

Shri Ram Nath Kovind, the Governor of
Bihar, who has been chosen as the National
Democratic Alliance's presidential nominee,
iIs a Dalit leader who hails from Uttar
Pradesh. Shri Kovind may have kept a low
profile during his stint as a Rajya Sabha
Member, but he has had an illustrious
career wherein he has worked towards the
upliftment of the marginalised society,
especially the Dalits. Colleagues in
Parliament remember him as a gentle, soft-
spoken and yet a focused person.

Before entering the world of politics, Shri
Kovind practiced as a lawyer in the Delhi
High Court and the Supreme Court for 16
years. He made a debut into the world of
politics when he was elected as the Rajya
Sabha Member from Uttar Pradesh in 1994.

Shri Kovind served for two consecutive
terms as a Rajya Sabha MP for 12 years,

from 1994 till 2006. During his appointment
as the member of Rajya Sabha, Shri Ram
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Nath Kovind has had the honour of
representing India in New York as well as
addressed United Nations  General
Assembly in October, 2002.

Shri Kovind has always worked towards
uplifting the lives of the marginalised
society. During his parliamentary tenure
Shri Kovind emphasised on the requirement
of basic infrastructure for education in the
rural areas. He helped in the construction of
school buildings in Uttar Pradesh as well as
Uttarakhand under the Member of
Parliament Local Area Development
(MPLAD) Scheme. Shri Kovind has also
been an active member of parliamentary
committees like Parliamentary Committee
on Welfare of Scheduled Castes/Tribes,
Parliamentary Committee on Social Justice
and Empowerment, etc. He has also held the
office as a member of the Board of
Management of Dr. B.R Ambedkar
University, Lucknow and Board of
Governors  of  Indian Institute  of
Management, Kolkata.

The Humble Beginning

Shri Ram Nath Kovind represents the
truest part of the Indian society which is
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rural, agrarian, and economically and
socially underprivileged.

Apart from belonging to the Dalit caste, Shri
Kovind has very humble beginnings as the
son of a farmer of a lower middle class
background. However, even at that young
age Shri Kovind knew the importance of
education and armed himself with a
Bachelor's Degree in Commerce and an LLB
from Kanpur University.

Family

Shri Kovind is married to Savita Shri
Kovind, and has two children, a son,
Prashant Kumar and a daughter, Swati.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind Career

Once he completed his LLB, Shri Kovind
proceeded to Delhi to prepare for the civil
services examination. However, after
clearing it on the third attempt, he opted
out as he was selected for an allied service
Instead of IAS. He started practicing law. In
1971 Shri Kovind was enrolled as an
advocate with the bar council of Delhi. Shri
Kovind provided free legal aid to the weaker
sections of the society including the women,
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the minority as well as the poor under the
Free Legal Aid Society in New Delhi.

Shri Kovind became an advocate-on-ecord
of the Supreme Court of India in 1978. He
served as the personal assistant of the
Prime Minister Shri Morarji Desai in the
period 1977-78.

Since then he has held other prestigious
positions including that of the Central
Government Advocate in the Delhi High
Court from 1977 +to 1979, Central
Government standing counsel in the
Supreme Court for more than a decade from
1980 to 1993. Shri Kovind practiced in the
Delhi High Court and Supreme Court for
about 16 years until 1993.

Political Career of Shri Kovind

Shri Kovind's journey in the political world
began with him joining the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in 1991. Since then he
has been a loyal member of the party and
even donated his ancestral home in Derapur
to the RSS. As a member of BJP Shri
Kovind served as the President of the BJP
Dalit Morcha between 1998 and 2002, and
President of the All-India Koli Samaj. He
was also the national spokesperson of the
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party. Shri Kovind contested from
Ghatampur and Bhognipur (Uttar Pradesh)
assembly constituencies on the BJP ticket
but lost both the elections. He was elected
as a Rajya Sabha MP in 1994 and held this
illustrious position for two terms till 2006.
During his stint as the Rajya Sabha MP,
Shri Kovind has travelled across the globe
to Thailand, Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore,
Germany, Switzerland, France, the United
Kingdom and the United States on study
tours. Shri Kovind was appointed as the
Governor of Bihar on 8 August 2015 by the
President of India, and since then he held
the office till he resigned after being
nominated for the office of the President of
India. As the Governor of Bihar, Shri
Kovind has had a quiet innings but his non-
confrontational conduct prompted the Bihar
Chief Minister Shri Nitish Kumar, who has
been battling the BJP in the state, to praise
him for his exemplary work as the Governor
of Bihar. During his stint as the Governor of
Bihar, Shri Kovind constituted a judicial
commission to investigate irregularities in
promotion of undeserving teachers,
mismanagement of funds and appointment
of undeserving candidates in universities,
for which he received a lot of praise and
accolades from all fronts.
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Chapter 15
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND AS

THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA

The Office of the President of India, barring
a couple of episodes, has been non-
controversial since India gained
independence in 1947. Shri Kovind, with a
gentle temperament, affable nature, an in-
depth knowledge of the Constitution of
India, and organisational skill is certain to
fit smoothly into the job. His exposure to
global politics while he served as a Rajya
Sabha MP will also come in handy because
as the President of India he will receive and
interact with leaders from across the globe.




Chapter 16
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND :

FIRST PERSON SINGULAR

It is not his Dalit identity alone that makes

Shri Ram Nath Kovind an ideal presidential
choice

June 19 WAS like any other day at Raj
Bhavan in Patna. Shri Ram Nath Kovind,
the then Governor of Bihar, was back from
his morning walk and sipped green tea as
his assistant read out the day’s plan. He had
a few meetings lined up, among them an
interaction with a group of school students
who would brief him on the preparations for
International Y oga Day.




Everything was going as per schedule, until
a phone call came. It was BJP President
Amit Shah. Shah Dbriefed him on
developments in the Capital and asked him
to pack his bags. Shri Kovind summoned his
staff. All the engagements of the day were
cancelled. One of his close aides asked: “Is
there any special news, sir?” Shri Kovind
smiled. “Wait for some time. It will be on
TV.” At 2 pm, Shah announced Shri Ram
Nath Kovind's presidential candidacy. The
NDA had decided to field the 71-year-old for
the post, he declared at the party
headquarters on Ashoka Road.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar—who, it
Is worthwhile to recall, had publicly opposed
Shri Kovind's appointment as Governor—
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was the first to pay him a visit. “He has
done exemplary work as Governor of Bihar.

He worked with impartiality and
maintained an ideal relationship with the
state Government,” Kumar said after the
announcement. Greetings and
congratulatory messages are still pouring
in. Shri Kovind is expected to win
comfortably; he has the numbers on his side.
The opposition has also nominated a Dalit—
former Lok Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar—
as their choice for President.

KA
L

Born in rural Kanpur, Shri Kovind has
crossed many political milestones without
much ado and is now set to become the
highest  custodian  of the Indian

Constitution. The moment his name was
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announced by the NDA, he started trending
In Google searches. “In politics you never
know what is in store for you. | believe in
executing the duties assigned to me in every
role,” he told a journalist who asked him if
he saw this coming. “l thank the party
leadership for choosing me. More than an
honour, it is a responsibility to deliver.”
Barring any surprises, Shri Kovind will be
the 14th President of India and the second
Dalit President after KR Narayanan.

“There is a difference between Shri Kovind
and Narayanan,” says Rakesh Sinha, an
RSS ideologue who is a close friend of Shri
Kovind's. “Narayanan was part of the
Indian bureaucracy, while Shri Kovind is a
product of social and political movements.”
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Shri Ram Nath Kovind's father Maiku Lal
ran a small kirana shop in Paraukh, a
village 110 km from Kanpur city. Born into
the Kori (a Dalit sub-caste) community on
October 1st, 1945, Shri Kovind was the
youngest of five brothers and two sisters. A
childhood friend, Jaswant Singh, recalls
that when Shri Kovind was four or five
years old, the family’s hut caught fire. “His
mother died in the fire, and his father has
been taking care of the family since,” says
Singh, a classmate of Shri Kovind’s from the
government primary school in Khanpur,
Sandalpur block. “The school was about 6
km from our village and we would walk the
12 km to and from school every day,” he
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adds. A sincere student, Shri Kovind was
also spiritually inclined, thanks to his father
who read out the Ramayana to him and
distributed religious books in the village.

Within a week of Shri Kovind taking office
as Bihar’s Governor in 2015, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi acknowedged his
contributions and commitment to the cause
of Dalits and marginalised communities

Shri Kovind went to DAV College Kanpur to
study commerce and followed it up with an
LLB from DAV Law College. His association
with the RSS began during this period. “He
was not regular in attending the shakha,”
says retired teacher Raj Kishor Singh, Shri
Kovind's childhood friend. “More than
attending the shakha, he was inspired by
the thoughts and knowledge shared during
these meetings.” Shri Kovind later went to
Delhi to prepare for the civil services.
Successful in his third attempt, he was
selected for the Allied Services but did not
enlist, instead enrolling as an advocate with
the Bar Council of Delhi in 1971. His law
practice brought him in touch with the
socialist movement and he soon became
close to Morarji Desai. On May 30th, 1974,
when he married a girl named Savita, Desai
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attended the wedding. Post-Emergency,
when the Janata Party Government was
formed in 1977 under Desai, Shri Kovind
became his personal assistant. He was also
the Centre’s advocate in the Delhi High
Court. From 1980 to 1993, he served as a
standing counsel for the Central
Government.

The Ram Mandir movement drew Shri
Kovind towards the BJP. He made the
acquaintance of Kalyan Singh, then a senior
BJP leader in Uttar Pradesh, and formally
joined the party in 1991. Rakesh Sinha
recalls an interesting story Shri Kovind told
him. Sometime in the early 90s, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was in Lucknow for a meeting.
Shri Kovind greeted the senior leader with
‘Jai Sri Ram’, but did not get an answer.
When he mustered the courage to ask
Vajpayee what was wrong, the leader
replied, “I got you in the party to say ‘Jai
Bhim’ and you have started chanting ‘Jai
Sri Ram’.” They had a good laugh, but in all
seriousness, Shri Kovind was being groomed
to become the BJP's Dalit face in UP.
Firebrand leaders like Vinay Katiyar and
Uma Bharti were the voices of the season,
but Shri Kovind worked silently behind the

scenes to expand the party base. He
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contested the Assembly elections twice—
from Ghatampur and Bhognipur—and lost
both times. But what he lacked in
popularity, he made up for with his
organisational  skills. Kalyan  Singh
recognised this and decided to send Shri
Kovind to the Rajya Sabha.

“Shri Kovind doesn’t represent a section of
society, he represents the majority of
Indians. He is a lot like Prime Minister
Modi in this sense. They both broke
conventional political and social barriers” -
Ram Madhav, BJP general secretary

In October 1994, Shri Kovind became an MP
for the first time. Shri Kovind's nomination
to the Rajya Sabha marked the beginning of
his rise in the BJP at the national level. By
then, his family had moved to Indira Nagar
in Kanpur. When in town, Shri Kovind kept
a low profile, but never refused to meet
people, especially Dalits, in need. He was
quick to offer help and gave away hand

pumps—which was in great demand those
days— and other necessities, and became

popular among Dalits even as local BJP

leaders ignored him, says Shiv Prasad
Sonekar, a spokesperson for the UP BJP SC

cell who has been closely associated with
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Shri Kovind since 2005. When the BJP came
to power at the Centre in 1998, Shri Kovind
was made president of the SC wing. In
October 2002, he represented India in the

United Nations and addressed the UN
Assembly. His work as a parliamentarian
earned him a second term in the Rajya
Sabha. In 2010, he became a national
spokesperson for the party. That same year,
he played an active role in the return of
Uma Bharti to the BJP. Bharti had left the
party in 2003 to form her own. Shri Kovind
brokered peace between her and LK Advani,

ultimately resulting in her return.

But his political career wasn't without blips.
In 2013, ahead of the Lok Sabha election, he

was sent back to Uttar Pradesh to serve as
general secretary of the state BJP. “It was a

demotion—from national spokesperson to
state general secretary—but he didn't take
it that way,” says Sonekar. “He was happy
with the role assigned to him.”

In December 2013, he took up a house on
rent in the Jalaun Lok Sabha constituency

and started working in the area. “We spent

two to three months working there hoping
he would get a ticket,” says Sonekar. Jalaun

IS a reserved constituency bordering Kanpur
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rural, and Shri Kovind thought he stood a
good chance. But he was denied a party
ticket. Party general secretary in-charge of
UP, Amit Shah persuaded him not to
contest and Shri  Kovind obliged,
campaigning for the party’s candidate from
Jalaun—Bhanu Pratap Singh, who won by a
margin of more than 250,000 votes. Post the
elections, Shri Kovind was elevated to the
post of BJP national general secretary. In
August 2015, he became the 36th Governor

of Bihar. Shri Kovind’s hard work and
equanimity had finally paid off. Within a

week of taking office as Governor, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, at an election rally
in Arah, Bihar, acknowledged Shri Kovind's
contributions and commitment in his
speech: “Shri Kovind ji has spent his entire
life working for Dalits and marginalised
communities.” Perhaps it was a hint that
Shri Kovind was destined for a greater role.

“Shri Kovindji has done exemplary work as
Governor of Bihar. He worked with

impartiality and maintained an ideal
relationship with the state government’ -

Nitish Kumar, chief minister of Bihar

The Dalit identity is a precious commodity
in politics, especially today, but Shri Kovind
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did not wear it on his sleeve. “He did not
play the victim card nor did he hint at
hailing from a marginalised section of
society,” says Rajnath Singh Surya, former
BJP Rajya Sabha MP who worked closely
with him. “He is a self-made man who
earned his place through knowledge, hard
work and discipline,” Surya says, and recalls
how during Parliament sessions, Shri
Kovind would call him up every morning to
discuss the proceedings of the day.
“Whenever there was a legal or a
Constitutional issue in the Rajya Sabha, two
people from the BJP took the lead. One was
TN Chaturvedi and the other was Shri
Kovind.” On March 3rd, 2006, while
speaking on the Contempt of Courts
(Amendment) Bill, 2006, moved by the then
Law Minister Hansraj Bhardwaj, Shri
Kovind was unsparing in his defence of the
value of criticism in a democracy. “If any
citizen of this country can criticise the
President of India for his wrong-doing, |
don’t think it could be valid if the judiciary
Is exempted. If the appointing authority of
judges, the President, could be censured, so
could the judiciary,” he said.

As Governor, Shri Kovind was known for
one thing. Whoever visited him—be it his
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counterparts, chief ministers, government
officials— would be gifted a golden statuette
of Buddha. Even on May 29th, when he was
in Shimla for his friend and Himachal
Pradesh Governor Acharya Dev Vrat's
wedding anniversary, it was the Buddha
statuette Shri Kovind presented. A Raj
Bhavan official says Shri Kovind made sure
a stock of these idols was always kept
available.

“There is no ambiguity in his thought and
political understanding and he does not
hesitate to express his views,” says Sinha.
On one occasion in 2010, when Sinha shared
the dais with him, Shri Kovind was asked to
speak on the National Commission for
Religious and Linguistic Minorities, also
known as the Ranganath Misra
Commission, which had recommended 10
per cent reservation for Muslims and 5 per
cent for other minorities in government jobs.
The Commission had also advocated
delinking Scheduled Caste status from
religion and bringing Muslims, Christians,
Jains and Parsis under the SC net. Shri
Kovind spoke against it and backed it with
this argument: “The educational level of
Scheduled Caste children remains much
lower than that of convert Dalits and
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Muslims. The children of converts will grab
a major share of reservation in government
jobs. They would become eligible to contest
elections on seats reserved for Scheduled
Castes. This would encourage conversion
and fatally destroy the fabric of Indian
society.” Another time, when the then UP
Chief Minister Mayawati was busy erecting
statues of Dalit icons (including herself) in
the state, Shri Kovind made a sharp attack
on her. “The ruling Bahujan Samaj Party

has nothing to do with the ideology of BR
Ambedkar who always opposed the

idolisation of a person,” he told media

persons on April 11t 2010 ,in Lucknow. “Dr
Ambedkar was not in favour of installing

statues.”

Shri Kovind’'s commitment to Constitutional
values is well recognised. His interruption of
Tej Pratap Yadav's oath is unforgettable.

During the swearing-in ceremony of
ministers in November 2015, Tej Pratap, the
elder son of Lalu Prasad, wrongly
pronounced the Hindi word ‘apekshit’
(expected) as ‘upekshit (deserted). Shri
Kovind corrected him and made him take
the oath a second time.
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In November 2016, when the Bihar
Assembly passed the Bihar Lokayukta
(Amendment) Bill 2016 and sent it to the
Governor for approval, Shri Kovind
returned the Bill for reconsideration as
there was no time frame mentioned for the
selection of the Lokayukta. The process for
selecting the Lokayukta and its members
cannot be allowed to continue for an
indefinite period as it will provide an
opening for seepage of distrust and will also
give an opportunity to the people at large to
raise a shadow of doubt over the efficacy
and authority of the constitution of the
Lokayukta as an independent body to
conduct inquiries related to corruption and
misuse of official position by persons sitting
in higher positions,’ read his message.

BJP General Secretary Ram Madhav says
Shri Kovind's nomination for the highest
office is not about caste. “Shri Kovind
doesn’t represent a caste or a section of the
society. He represents the majority of
Indians,” he says. “He is a lot like Prime
Minister Modi in this sense. They both
broke conventional political and social
barriers, rising to the occasion.”
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Chapter 17
PPA, NPF SUPPORTS
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

BJP's estranged ally in Arunachal Pradesh,
People's Party of Arunachal (PPA) has
decided to support the NDA's Presidential
nominee, Shri Ram Nath Kovind. Another
BJP ally, Naga People's Front (NPF) stated
that it will vote without any hesitation in
favour of the candidate proposed by the
NDA.

Relationship between BJP and PPA suffered
jolt after Chief Minister, Pema Khandu
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along with other MLAs left PPA and joined
BJP in December last year. PPA had
suffered split.

PPA Chairman Kameng Ringu told ET, "As
we are part of NDA and BJP floated
platform of non-Congress parties, Northeast
Democratic Alliance (NEDA), we will
support Shri Kovind."

PPA's Legislature Party leader Takam Pario

assured support of its nine MLAs to the
candidature of Shri Ram Nath Kovind as

NDA presidential candidate during a

meeting with BJP General Secretary Ram
Madhav at New Delhi.

Nagaland chief minister, Dr Shurhozelie
Liezietsu stated, "NPF has always been an
ally of the non-Congress national party
since the late 1970s and this alliance was

renewed and strengthened in the early part
of 2003 when the non-Congress political
parties came together and formed the
Democratic Alliance of Nagaland where the
then Chairman of the NDA George
Fernandes himself was a signatory to the
agreement.”

He added, "Ever since, the alliance has
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continued to grow from strength to strength
with presently the NPF and the BJP, with
the support of the 7 Independent MLAS,
maintaining the spirit of healthy alliance,

especially after the formation of NEDA in
May 2016 with the BJP and the NPF being
the principal parties in NEDA, which saw
the relationship extend to the neighbouring
State of Manipur where the four NPF
legislators are part of the BJP-led
government.”

He added that NPF is a permanent ally of
the BJP and NDA, and considering that the

NPF is also a principal component of the
NEDA, the NPF-led DAN government will
vote without any hesitation in favour of the
candidate proposed by the NDA to be the
next President of India.
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Chapter 18
UNASSUMING SHRI RAM

NATH KOVIND HAS RISEN
FROM THE RANKS

Question everyone is asking: Who is
Shri Ram Nath Kovind?

A man of humble origin and a low-profile
leader, Shri Ram Nath Kovind emerged the
dark horse in the presidential race and, if
elected, will be the second Dalit President of
India.

Born in Paraunkh village in Kanpur rural of
Uttar Pradesh two  years before

Independence, Shri Kovind, who will turn
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72 in October, hails from the Koli (weaver)
community.

Always unassuming, Shri Kovind worked
through the ranks to become a national
spokesperson of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and headed the party’s Scheduled
Castes Morcha for three years from 1999.

A story doing the rounds after his name was
announced as presidential nominee of the
ruling NDA was that Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar had wondered who Shri
Kovind was when he was appointed
Governor of the state in 2015.

A lawyer by profession, Shri Kovind had
practiced in the Delhi High Court and the
Supreme Court for 16 years. He was also a
central government counsel for some time.

Shri Kovind served two terms in the Rajya
Sabha member (1994-2006) and was
member of a number of parliamentary
committees, including home, welfare of the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
and Hindi Shiksha Samiti.

He also served as member on the Board of
Governors of Indian Institute of
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Management — Kolkata and that of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar University, Lucknow.

He has represented India at the United
Nations and addressed the United Nations
General Assembly in October 2002.

Shri Kovind has worked for the rights of
weaker sections, particularly the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and women.
He joined the movement of SC/ST employees
against the central government over 1997
orders, which adversely affected their
interests. The orders were subsequently
nullified by amendments adopted during the
first National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
Government.

Shri Kovind also worked for providing free
legal aid to the poor and weaker sections of
the society as an advocate.

During his terms as a Member of
Parliament, Shri Kovind helped in
construction of school buildings in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand under the
Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS).

Shri Kovind was general secretary of the
Akhil Bharatiya Koli Samaj.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi hailed Shri
Kovind's choice as the National Democratic
Alliance’s (NDA) presidential candidate,
saying he would make an ‘“exceptional”
President and continue to be a strong voice
for the poor and the marginalised
communities.

Modi also said that Shri Kovind's knowledge
and understanding of the Constitution
would benefit the nation.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar lauded
Shri Kovind's term as the state’s Governor
and said he served “exceedingly well”.

“The ideal relationship that should be with
the state government...he acted
accordingly,” Kumar said. (IANS)

97



Chapter 19
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND :

BJP'S DALIT OUTREACH IS A
PM’s MASTERSTROKE

The BJP’s dalit outreach has become
evident with its choice of nominating Bihar
Governor Shri Ram Nath Kovind as the next
President of India. There is no doubt that
Shri Kovind is a qualified lawyer and was
twice nominated to the Rajya Sabha. He not
only served on important parliamentary
panels, but also worked for the organisation.

But for good or bad, Shri Kovind's dalit
identity would remain the prism through

which his election to the high office would be
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observed because he belongs to the Kori
community. They belong to less-privileged
section within dalits, which in general
parlance are described as non Jatavs. Post-
independence, the Jatavs continue 1t
dominate leadership position within Dalits
but Shri Kovind's candidature changes the
game.

Despite getting a reasonable non-Jatav vote
in the past three years, the BJP has faced
flak from the Opposition, who constantly
barrage the Centre for being ‘anti-dalit’.

BJP had come under considerable attack
from the Congress after the Rohith Vemula
episode. This was followed by the assembly

elections in Bihar, where RSS Chief Mohan
Bhagwat spoke on reservations. BJP

attempted damage control, but the
statement cost the party the Bihar elections.

The Centre’'s problems were further
complicated thanks to gau rakshaks and the
violence they perpetrated. A number of
dalits, who have businesses in tanneries,
were assaulted by the rakshaks. Many

academicians have also argued that by
depriving beef to dalits, the ruling class has

ended up depriving cheap source of protein
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to the most oppressed section of the Indian
state. The Congress used this to their
advantage, while criticising the Centre’s
three-year performance.

On the surface BJP remained dismissive but
understood the danger that the debate held
the potential to paint BJP as anti-Dalit and
pro industrialists in front of the electorate.

By selecting Shri Kovind, BJP wants to rest
the debate on the dalit issue. The aim is not
to create a consensus on the name but t
push a candidate who can send a strong
signal to the dalit community that this
choice was made with a purpose that the
BJP remains committed to the dalit cause.
This is why BJP President Amit Shah
continues to break bread with dalits all
through the expansion programme of BJP in
India.

Another reason for this decision is that
today BJP might have strong upper caste
and OBC faces through India but doesn’t
have a pan-India dalit leader in its stable.
The same can be said about the Congress
today, but it does have a history of dalit
leadership. Other Dalit leaders belonging to
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non-Congress fold such as Mayawati remain
rooted to state politics.

By elevating Shri Kovind through a non-
electoral and non-organisational mode, BJP
looks to have appealed to the dalit, which
will make life tougher for the UPA.

The Opposition will need to be creative in
fielding a candidate against Shri Ram Nath
Kovind. It will need to portray a face which
either outshines the imagination around
Shri Kovind or dominate the very discourse
on which his selection has taken place.

Congress may accuse BJP of symbolism, but
it also made KR Narayanan the first dalit
President of India. It is also not without
reason that Mallikarjun Kharge, a dalit, is
the leader of the Congress in the Lok Sabha.

In the first three years of the Modi
government, the Opposition has had the
upper hand on the narrative on dalit
politics. However, Shri Kovind’'s nomination
will determine if it has successfully
managed its dalit outreach.

101



Chapter 20
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN
DENIED ENTRY TO
PRESIDENT'S RETREAT

Three weeks ago, Bihar Governor Shri Ram
Nath Kovind and his family were denied
entry into the President's retreat in
Mashobhra near Shimla because they did
not have prior permission. Shri Kovind has
now been picked by the ruling BJP as its
nominee for the next President and could by
next month be the custodian of the
sprawling presidential summer retreat.

Shri Kovind, 71, was on a family vacation in
around Shimla in late May and while he and
his wife traveled in an official car, the rest
of his family used hired taxis for sight
seeing trips, reports Press Trust of India.
When he reached Mashobra, about 15 km
from the Himachal Pra-desh capital, the
Governor sought to visit the presidential
retreat, which is a high security zone. He
was not allowed to.

"The Bihar Governor visited the Kalyani

helipad, constructed especially for the
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president, and | suggested he should visit
forests of the Shimla water supply
catchment area, known as one of the best
maintained forests in the world. He was
fascinated by the greenery and scenic
beauty,” said Shashi Kant, adviser to
Himachal Pra-desh Governor Acharya
Devvrat. The President visits the retreat at
least once a year and his core office shifts
during his stay.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind is not expected to
encounter hurdles in his way to the
President's post. The BJP and its allies have
about 48 per cent of the vote in the electoral
college that selects the President and with
the support of regional parties like Naveen
Patnaik's Biju Janata Dal and Tamil Nadu's
AIADMK, have the numbers to win an
election if one is held on July 17. Votes will
be counted on July 20. The BJP's selection
of Shri Ram Nath Kovind, a Dalit leader,
has also cleaved the opposition, which has
been attempting to unite to jointly field a
candidate for President against the BJP's
nominee. Dalit icon Mayawati of the
Bahujan Samaj Party has said she will not
object to Shri Kovind unless the opposition
too fields a Dalit leader.
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, whose
Janata Dal (United) is a key element of the
united front that the opposition is
attempting, visited Governor Shri Kovind

last evening to congratulate him on his
nomination. He said he would state his

party's stand at an opposition meeting later
this week, but praised Shri Kovind for "an
ideal relationship” with the Bihar
government.
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Chapter 21
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

DOCUMENTS HIS
SELECTION PAPERS AT
THE PARLIAMENT HOUSE

National Democratic Alliance presidential
candidate Shri Ram Nath Kovind
documented his selection papers at the

Parliament House on Friday. Head
administrator Narendra Modi, party
president Amit Shah and veteran pioneer L
K Advani and a few NDA pioneers were
available.

The assignment papers were submitted to
Anoop Mishra, the secretary general of the
Lok Sabha and returning officer for the
presidential races. Among the NDA pioneers

show were boss priests Chandrababu Naidu
of Andhra Pradesh, Yogi Adityanath of

Uttar Pradesh and K Chandrashekar Rao of
Telangana. Akali pioneer Parkash Singh
Badal was likewise present.

The resistance competitor Meira Kumar is
yet to document her papers the last date for
which is June 28.Following the documenting
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of his designation, Shri Ram Nath Kovind
will venture out crosswise over India to
meet boss clergymen of various states to
look for bolster. He is additionally prone to
make bids to administrators. He is hollowed
in the race, which is made arrangements for
one month from now, against the previous
Lok Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar, who has
been handled by the Congress and 16 other
resistance parties.

Shri  Kovind will investigate every
possibility in  contacting distinctive
gatherings, however, the decision NDA has
as of now secured an agreeable larger part.

Upheld by parties like AIADMK, BJD,

JD(U), TRS and YRS Congress, the NDA
has secured 682,722 out of 10,98,903 votes

in the appointive school.

Kumar has a tough errand: the Opposition
has only 378458 votes, far shy of the larger
part sign of 5,49,452.
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Chapter 22
| AM A SMALL CITIZEN

ENTRUSTED WITH A BIG
RESPONSIBILITY

The NDA's Presidential nominee and Bihar
Governor Shri Ram Nath Kovind today said

he will meet leaders of major political
parties and seek their support to emerge as

a 'consensus candidate' for the coveted post.

He met Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
BJP chief Amit Shah after he arrived here

iIn the evening from Patna following the
BJP's decision to project him as the ruling
NDA candidate as the Head of the State.

Shri Kovind said he was a "small citizen"
entrusted with a big responsibility.

"All those who are members of the electoral
college...l will meet leaders of major political
parties and seek their support...| hope that
every citizen will support me,” he said.

After meeting Modi, Shri Kovind briefly

visited the Bihar Niwas where he declined
to answer any question from the media and

only said, "l thank everyone."
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Non-NDA parties like BJD, TRS and
YSRCP have announced their support to the
Dalit leader. Shri Kovind is likely to file his
nomination on June 23.

If elected, which appears to be a certainty,
the 71-year-old former lawyer would be only
the second Dalit to occupy the Rashtrapati
Bhavan after KR Narayanan.
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Chapter 23
HERE ARE THE QUESTIONS

SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND
RAISED IN RAJYA SABHA

Despite his background, Shri Kovind never
raised any questions directly about
atrocities against Dalits.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind when he was

governor of Bihar in the Bihar Vidhan
Sabha for a joint session on February 23,
2017. Credit: Bihar governor’s website

During his two terms in the Rjaya Sabha,
NDA presidential candidate Shri Ram Nath
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Kovind, raised a total of 283 questions, of
which only 13 were directed to the Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment. Among
these, not a single question was directly
about the Dalits of Uttar Pradesh, even
though he belongs to the state. Merely 12
guestions were asked to the agriculture
ministry, of which, not even one was related
to agricultural labourers or land
distribution.

Shri Kovind was the governor of Bihar,
serving since 2015, at the time of being
picked as the presidential nominee, and
was a BJP Rajya Sabha member for two
consecutive terms, from 1994 to 2006. But
among all his credentials, only two points
are being highlighted — that he is the son of
a poor farmer and thathe is a Dalit.

These points are worth noting because in
parliamentary politics, the socio-economic
background matters as there seems to be a
common perception that learning from
this will be used on the political platform.

None ofthe 25 questions asked by Shri

Kovind to the ministries of social justice and
agriculture were about caste atrocities,

farmer suicides or the waiver of farmer
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loans. On the contrary, many were directed
to the staff of these ministries. During his
two terms as a MP, the Congress was in
power at the Centre for most of the time.

Questions to social justice ministry

In 1996, Shri Kovindasked questions
related to the voluntary donation of one
day’'s salary by staff of the National
Scheduled Castes Finance and Development
Corporation to the Andhra Pradesh chief
minister's relief fund; the increase of
substantial subsidy on fertilisers; and the
national commission for safai karamcharis.

In 1997, he raised questions related to
declaration of Uttaranchal as a tribal state;
the inclusion of Rawalta and Jaunpuri
castes in the ST list; the declaration of the
Giripur area in Himachal Pradesh as a
ST area; and the representation given by
different castes to state governments for
inclusion in the SC/ST lists.

In 1998, the questions asked were related to
the employing of persons with disabilities
and the recommendations of state
governments for the inclusion of certain
castes and tribes in the SC/ST lists.
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In 2004, Shri Kovind raised a question
related to the appointment of the members
and the secretary of the central
wagfcouncil. The second was related to the

bifurcation of the National Commission for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

Questions to agriculture ministry

In 1996, Shri Kovind raised a question
related to corruption in state farm
corporations, the appointment of bonafide

students in Delhi Milk Scheme milk booths,
and cooperation between India and Brazil

for agricultural research.

In 1997, Shri Kovind raised a question
related to the use of staff cars for private
purposes by senior officials.

In 1998, he asked a questions related to the
amendment in the milk and milk product
order for increased private investment in
dairy industry; the proposal from Uttar
Pradesh toset up anational centre for
water management and regional USAR; the
loss of life and property across the country
due to floods and droughts; and expenditure
for the exchange of information in the field
of agriculture.
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Other questions

Shri Kovind did not raise a single question
mentioning poor farmers, landless labourers
or Dalit atrocities. Besides, he raised just
three questions to the finance ministry and
the personnel ministry, between 1996 and
1998 about reservations.

These questions were related to the
promotion policy formulated by the
management of Punjab and Sind Bank,
directives regarding reservation to SC/ST
employees in the bank, and the modification
of a Department of Personnel and Training
memorandum regarding SC/ST employees.

Despite being a Dalit and belonging to UP, a
state with high incidence of caste atrocities,
out of the five special mentions, Shri
Kovind only made one special mention about
atrocities against Dalits, that too in Bihar,
to which he never received any answer from
the Government.
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Chapter 24
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND :

AN OUTSTANDING
PARLIAMENTARIAN

Shri Ram Nath Kovind, the Governor of
Bihar will be the NDA's candidate for the
Presidential elections. What did he do
during his two terms as a Rajya Sabha MP?

BJP President Amit Shah announced the
name of Shri Ram Nath Kovind, the
Governor of Bihar as NDA's Presidential
Candidate for the upcoming election in July.
Shri Ram Nath Kovind was a two-time
Rajya Sabha member from Uttar Pradesh,
between 1994-2000 and between 2000-2006.

Here is a snapshot of what he did as a Rajya
Sabha member.

Attendance

During this 12-year term, his overall

attendance was 87%. It was 89% during his
first term and 85% during his second term.

He attended a total of 44 sessions during
this two terms.
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In 14 sessions, his attendance was 100%
and his attendance was more than 90% in
28 sessions.

283 Questions in 12 years

In his 12«year term as a MP of the Rajya
Sabha, Shri Kovind asked a total of 283
questions to 34 different Ministries. Most of
his questions were to the Ministry of
Finance followed by the Ministry of
Railways. He asked 10 or more questions to
12 different Ministries.

Number of Questions asked by Ram Nath Kovind by Ministry (1994-2006)

His questions to the Finance Ministry
included the following

. Appointment of Safai Karamcharis in
Banks
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. Facsimile of Dr. Ambedkar on the Rs
1000 note

« Steps to Curb Black Money

« Nominated SC/ST members on boards
of Nationalized banks

Most of his questions to the Ministry of
Railways were about stations etc. in his
home state of Uttar Pradesh. His questions
to the MHRD were about various issues
including alleged misappropriation of funds
in a college in Muzzaffarnagar. His
guestions to the Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment were about the welfare of
SCs/STs and inclusion of various castes in
the list of SCs/STs. A large number of his
guestions were about the SC/ST welfare.

SPECIAL MENTIONS & ASSURANCES

He made five (5) special mentions in his 12-
year tenure. These were on various issues
such as the inclusion of Tanti caste of Bihar
in the list of SCs, Firing in Tinsukia by
paramilitary forces, Atrocities on Dalits in
Bihar, Misbehavior with prisoners in Bihar
and problems of weavers in Gaya of Bihar.

He was given seven (7) assurances by the
government, two during the first NDA

government and the rest by the other
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governments. Six (6) of these assurances
were fully implemented while one was
dropped.

Word Cloud of the text of Questions asked
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He had participated in 89 debates as per the
Rajya Sabha website. On 16 occasions, he
was part of the debate on the reports of
various committees. On 15 occasions, he was
part of the debate on special mentions, out
of which he made 5 special mentions. On 14
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occasions, he was part of the debate on
various bills. He participated in budget
related debates only twice. On 5 occasions,
he was part of the debate on private

member resolutions and on 2 other
occasions, he was part of the debate on

private member bills.

Participation in various types of Debates by Ram Nath Kovind (1994-2006)

MPLAD Spending

In his 12 years as a RS MP, he was entitled
to MPLAD fund of Rs 20 crore. Along with
interest, the amount available to spend was
Rs 20.36 crore. He sanctioned works
amounting t Rs 19.19 crore while the total
expenditure was Rs 20.36 crore. In other
words, he was able to spend all of his
entitlement under MPLADS.
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Word Cloud of the Subject of Debates
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Member of various Committees

He was also a member of following standing
committees during his 12-year tenure

« Committee on Welfare of Scheduled
Castes/Tribes

« Committee on Home Affairs

« Committee on Petroleum and Natural

Gas
« Committee on Social Justice and
Empowerment

« Committee on Law and Justice
« Chairman of Rajya Sabha House
Committee
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Chapter 25
NUMBERS WILL FAVOUR
HIM FOR PRESIDENTIAL

ELECTION ON 17 JULY 2017

Promised support from regional parties
could help NDA offset the shortfall of the
presidential votes by a big margin and
ensure win for its candidate Shri Ram Nath
Kovind

The election for the next president of India
will be held on Monday where NDA
candidate Shri Ram Nath Kovind is pitted
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against the opposition’s nominee Meira
Kumar.

« Artificial sweeteners don't help lose
weight, may increase diabetes, heart
disease risk

« Presidential polls 2017: EC’s special
violet pens being used for casting of
votes

« Global cyber attack could spur $53
billion in losses: report

« 7.1 million Venezuelans vote in anti-
Maduro referendum: Opposition

« Presidential poll 2017: Narendra Modi,
Adityanath, Uma Bharti among 1st to
vote

New Delhi: The election for the next
president of India will be held on Monday
where National Democratic Alliance’s
(NDA) candidate Shri Ram Nath Kovind is
pitted against opposition nominee Meira
Kumar.

The counting of votes will take place on 20
July in New Delhi where all the ballot boxes
will be brought from various state capitals.
The electorate, comprising elected Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha members and
members of state assemblies, is tilted in
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favour of the NDA, but the opposition is still
working to seek support of some regional
parties in favour of their candidate.

More From Livemint

. The ‘escapades’ of Indira Gandhi, the
‘romance’ of Roger Federer

« Decoding RSS ideologue M.S.
Golwalkar’s nationalism

. Sadanand Dhume | A conservative’s
take on India

Both Shri Kovind, a former Bihar governor,
and Kumar, the former Lok Sabha speaker,
have held a series of meetings across states
to garner support for their candidature. The
tenure of incumbent Pranab Mukherjee
comes to an end on 24 July. So far 13
stalwarts, including Mukherjee, have held
the post.

The electoral college which elects the
president  through  the  system  of
proportional  representation, comprises
members of parliament (MPs) and members
of state legislative assemblies (MLAs). A
total of 4,896 voters—4,120 MLAs and 776
elected MPs—are eligible to cast their
ballot. Members of legislative councils
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(MLCs) of states are not part of the electoral
college.

While the Lok Sabha speaker, an elected
member, can vote, the two nominated
members in the Lower House from the
Anglo-Indian community cannot. Twelve
nominated members in Rajya Sabha are
also ineligible.

Since the election is through a secret ballot,
the parties cannot issue a whip to their
members to vote for a particular candidate.

A total of 13 vacancies in Lok Sabha and
state assemblies will be filled up after the
presidential elections.

Subscribe to Our Newsletter

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led NDA
has 537,683 votes, including votes of the
Shiv Sena, and the shortage is around
12,000 votes. But the promised support from
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD), the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and the YSR
Congress and the likely backing from the
factions of the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) could
offset the shortfall of the presidential votes
by a substantial margin.
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In the 2012 elections, Pranab Mukherjee
garnered 7,13,763 votes, while Pratibha
Patil secured 6,38,116 votes in the 2007
polls. Both Mukherjee and Patil were
Congress nominees.

This time, the Lok Sabha secretary general
Is the returning officer. Last time, it was the
secretary general of Rajya Sabha.

A total of 32 polling stations—one in the
Parliament House and one each in the state
legislative assemblies, have been set up.

Thirty-three observers have been appointed
by the Election Commission (EC) to oversee
the conduct of the elections. While two
observers will be present in the Parliament
House, one each will be deployed in the
respective state assemblies.

In a fresh development, EC has barred MPs
and MLAs who vote to elect the next
president from carrying their personal pens
inside the voting chamber and will have to
mark their ballot with specially- designed
marker pens.
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Chapter 26
WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT

SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND
FROM HIS RAJYA SABHA
INTERVENTIONS ?

During his two terms in the Rajya Sabha,
spanning twelve years from 1994 to 2006,
BJP's Presidential candidate Shri Ram
Nath Kovind championed reservation for
scheduled castes. However, he also held
some unusual views on several subjects

ranging from reservation to satellite
television.

A look through Rajya Sabha's archives show
that Shri  Kovind was an active
Parliamentarian and frequently raised
guestions regarding the implementation of
reservation for SCs and STs. He also often
discussed the implementation of schemes in
his home state of Uttar Pradesh.

However, as an opposition MP, he clashed
with the UPA on the issue of private
unaided educational institutions run by
religious and linguistic minorities being
exempt from reservations for SCs and STs.
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He also occasionally demonstrated the fear
of cultural 'invasion' through the advent of
satellite television channels and foreign
broadcast content that gripped many
leaders in the late 1990s. In a question
posed in July 1996, he worried about adult
movies and uncensored content on
television, and asked what the government
was doing to "stop the cultural invasion by
foreign channels".

In a question posed in July 1996, he worried
about adult movies and uncensored content
on television.

In March 1995, he wanted to bring to the
government's attention the fact that 8 to 10
movies were being screened on television
every week and "whether Government are
aware that most of the time is wasted by the
children in seeing TV movies and serials;
and...if so, what steps are being taken to
reduce the number of movies being telecast
in view of health hazard and deterioration of
education standards". (The then Minister of
State of the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting K P Singh Deo responded that
regulating TV watching was the job of
parents.)
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When the format of the music show
Chitrahar was changed, he complained
about the new look and said that it was "not
liked by the masses"”. The minister replied
that the show had been modernised and its
viewership had gone up.

Shri Kovind also held some unconventional
views on electoral reform.

Shri Kovind also held some unconventional
views on electoral reform. During a June
1998 debate on a Privatt Member
Resolution on electoral reform, he proposed
that the term of the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies be fixed for five vyears,
compulsory voting be introduced, only pre-
poll and not post-poll alliances be permitted
and that the number of political parties
allowed to contest be restricted to a small
number.

Some of Shri Kovind's Rajya Sabha
Interventions have interesting modern-day
resonances. In June 1998, he asked then
Finance Minister Yashwant Singh whether
the Rs 1,000 note that had been
demonetised in 1978 "to curb black money"
was likely to be reintroduced. (It was, later
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that year.) He also asked whether it had, in
fact, curbed the circulation of black money.

In a 2006 discussion on a Bill introducing
truth as a defence against contempt of court,
Shri Kovind remarked on the extraordinary
privileges of the judiciary, privileges that he
said set it above even the President: "Sir,
judiciary is also a part of the system of the
Constitution. And, we can say that the
Judges of the High Courts and the Supreme
Court are appointed by the President of
India. If the President of India, i.e., the
appointing authority can be criticized, if we
can react as people's representatives or any
citizen of this country can criticise the
President of India for his wrong-doing, |
don't think, it could be a valid reason if
judiciary is exempted. But it has been done
so, just to maintain the independence of the
judiciary." Shri Kovind supported the Bill.
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Chapter 27
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND WILL

BE FIRST UP-BORN PRESIDENT

Shri Kovind is a two-time Rajya Sabha
member and former national spokesperson
of the BJP.

The BJP’s Shri Ram Nath Kovind is all set
to be the country's first President born and
brought up in Uttar Pradesh.

Till now the Rashtrapati Bhawan's third
occupant, Zakir Hussain, was the only one
with direct association with the key state.
But he wasn't born in UP. His family
migrated to Farukkhabad from Hyderabad,
his place of birth in what's now Telangana.

Of the thirteen prime ministers starting
from Pandit Nehru, seven were from UP. It
Isn’t surprising then that presidencies went
to other provinces; the imperatives of
representative democracy necessitating
regional parity in selection of candidates for
high constitutional offices.

From the BJP’s standpoint, the elevation of
Shri Kovind -- born in 1945 in Derapur sub-
division of what is now Kanpur Dehat -- will
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fetch it the credit for installing a Dalit as
the country’s president. The only scheduled
caste president before him was KR
Narayanan, the thirteenth incumbent.

Shri Kovind isn't as erudite as his
predecessor who was a student of Harold
Laski. It was the latter’'s recommendation to
Nehru that fetched him a job in the Indian
Foreign Service.

Barring unforeseen circumstances, Shri
Kovind's election should be a foregone
conclusion. He will bring to the high office
his parliamentary experience as two-term
member of the Rajya Sabha. He also
practiced law for over 15 years’ in High
Court and Supreme Court. Be that as it
may, a political consensus appears unlikely
on Shri Kovind's candidature. At the same
time, it will be difficult for Opposition
parties to reject upfront a Dalit for the
presidency. The options available to them
include fielding a tribal or another Dalit by
showing their choice as more meritorious for
the top job.

The BJP’s selection announced by its
president Amit Shah seems guided more by
political expediency than suitability for the
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indirectlyfilled constitutional office. On the
face of it, Shri Kovind'’s elevation is expected
to repair and consolidate his party’s social
base. There are worries that tensions
between scheduled castes and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s Rajput clansmen
in UP could unravel the saffron parivar’s
socio-electoral  engineering. As much
integral to that social repair-cum-
consolidation script is Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He's a backward who
represents UP and not his home-base of
Gujarat in the Lok Sabha. That makes it a
“one-plus-one equal to eleven” deal for the
populous state which is central to the BJP’s
game to win Delhi in 2019.
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Chapter 28
AS AN MP SHRI RAM NATH
KOVIND LIVED IN
A RENTED HOUSE

Party functionaries say Shri Kovind's down-
to-earth image among peers and the public
has made him a formidable personality.

BJP seniors recall the way the Presidential
nominee lived in a rented house in Kanpur
even as he was a Rajya Sabha MP.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind's candidature marks
the BJP's efforts to break the hold of
regional parties on the lower strata of
society. With his selection, political analysts
say the BJP has sounded the poll bugle for
next year's Assembly elections in several
crucial states, and also to some extent, the
2019 Lok Sabha polls.

Party functionaries say Shri Kovind's down-
to-earth image among peers and the public
has made him a formidable personality. A
senior party leader recalled his days as the
BJP spokesperson and the way a section of
the media did not like to give much weight
to him.
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BJP seniors also recall the way the
Presidential nominee lived in a rented house
in Kanpur even as he was a Rajya Sabha
MP. "Even when his name would crop up in
discussions for possible important
designations, many would brush him aside
given his low-key demeanour," said a senior
BJP leader from UP.

Shri Kovind, it is believed, is the final nail
in the coffin of Mayawati's Dalit politics
after the near-complete rout of the BSP in
the UP elections.

'SHRI KOVIND'S SELECTION PROOF
OF MODI GOVT'S COMMITMENT TO
SABKA SAATH, SABKA VIKAS'

"Shri Kovind's selection is the biggest
evidence that the Modi government is
dedicated and completely committed to
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas'. He comes in the
line of several such appointments, be it the
Union cabinet or the UP council of minister
and bodies such as SC/ST commissions in
the Centre as well as the states.

Rather than the symbolic lipservice politics

of Mayawati and others, we have shown

that we are serious in giving all sections of
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the polity their due,” said UP BJP
spokesperson Chandra Mohan. Meanwhile,
the electoral college numbers seem to be
stacked in favour of Shri Kovind and he may
well end up getting more votes than
incumbent Pranab Mukherjee and his
predecessor Pratibha Patil.

With the Shiv Sena joining other NDA allies
in backing Shri Kovind and Odisha's ruling
BJD, YSR Congress and TRS too extending
support, the 7l-year-old Dalit leader is
expected to have a smooth sailing in the
event of an election.

The BJP may also seek the support of rival
factions of AIADMK or DMK. The

opposition parties are meeting on June 22 to
decide on a consensus candidate for the

Presidential election.

The total strength of the electoral college,
which votes to elect the President,
comprises all elected MPs and MLAs of all
states and UTs. The total comes 1t
10,98,903 votes with each MP carrying a
vote value of 708. The vote weight of an

MLA depends on the population of the state
he or she represents. A candidate needs 50

per cent plus votes to win the poll. The
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halfway mark comes to 5,49,452. The NDA
has 5,37,683 votes with a shortage of around
12,000 votes. But the promised support from
BJD, TRS and YSR Congress and the likely
backing from AIADMK could offset the
shortfall.
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Chapter 29
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

BEGINS HIS NATION-WIDE
TOUR FOR CAMPAIGNING

NDA’s presidential candidate will seek
support from members of both the houses of
Uttar Pradesh.

i s - .
NDA Presidential candidate Shri Ram Nath Kovind

The NDA's presidential nominee Shri Ram
Nath Kovind will be in the Uttar Pradesh
capital on Sunday to seek support from
elected representatives while preparation
in the Assembly is on for smooth conduct of
voting, slated for July 17.

A senior Congress leader said the
Opposition's presidential pick Meira Kumar
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might also pay a visit to Lucknow to seek
votes from the electoral college as the
party "will not leave any stone unturned" for
the election.

"She, in all probability, will be accompanied
by AICC general secretary Ghulam Nabi
Azad and is likely to meet allelected
representative, cutting across party
affiliations," he said.

The state, which has the maximum
population in the country, has the highest
value of each vote in the presidential
election. The electoral college includes
elected members of the Lok Sabha, the
Rajya Sabha, states, union territories and
the NCT region of Delhi.

"The NDA's presidential nominee Shri Ram
Nath Kovind will bein the state capital
tomorrow and will be going to
Uttarakhand the next day,” national general
secretary of the BJP Bhupendra Yadav said.

He is likely to meet MPs and MLAs of the
BJP, its alliesand also leaders of other
political parties over dinner, sources said.

On its part, the state Assembly secretariat
has started preparations and had also held
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meeting with a high-level delegation of the
Election Commission on Saturday. "All
necessary steps are being initiated to
make foolproof arrangements before the
presidential election," a senior official of the
Assembly said. For the first time, a special
pen and ink would be brought to Lucknow
from Delhi to be wused by voters to
mark their preference of candidates. For
presidential elections, votes are marked in
a preferential order which is then counted to
declare the winner.

Since the NDA's presidential pick hails from
Kanpur Dehatdistrict of the state, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has said it is an
honour that the son of Uttar Pradesh would
be occupying the presidential office.

Shri Kovind had been active in the Uttar
Pradesh unit of BJPand was even
appointed the general secretary when
Laxmikant Bajpai was the party's state
chief. But, he chose to switch to the party's
central unit. After the Narendra Modi
government came to power, he was
appointed the Bihar Governor, from where
he resigned after being named the NDA's
presidential nominee.
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Chapter 30
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

VISITS DIFFERENT STATES
TO SEEK SUPPORT

Ramnath Shri Kovind, the former Bihar

governor and the presidential candidate of
the NDA, the ruling alliance at the Centre

arrived here on Sunday to kick-start the

campaign, Accompanied by the Union
surface transport minister and the BJP
general secretary Bhupendra Yadav, MP,
and the NDA president candidate was
received at the Amausi airport by chief
minister Yogi Adityanath.

From the airport Ramnath Shri Kovind
drove straight to the chief minister’s official

residence at Kalidas marg. Both the deputy
chief ministers Keshav Prasad Maurya,
Dinesh Sharma, Union minister Uma
Bharti and most of the cabinet ministers
and BJP MLA and state assembly Speaker
Hridya Narayan Dikshit were present at the
chief minister’s residence.

In the meeting of the BJP MLAs and the
allies, the legislators with a voice vote
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endorsed the candidature of Shri Ram Nath
Kovind for the post of president.

The BJP allies — Apna Dal (Sonelal)
president and Union minister of state
Anupriya Patel, Bharat Samaj party leader
and cabinet minister Om Prakash Rajbhar
were also present in the meeting.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind met all the BJP
MLAs and ministers and leaders of alliance
partners and appealed for their support for
the Presidents election. Shri Ram Nath
Kovind after meeting the BJP Legislators
and ministers left for Delhi. He will visit
Dehradoon on Monday, the state capital of
the BJP ruled state Uttarakhand.

In his brief address to the Legislators Shri
Ram Nath Kovind expressed his gratitude
to the MLAs for coming in the meeting. "I
have come to seek your blessings. | feel
honoured for being nominated as the
candidate for the office of president and I
thank you all”, said Shri Ram Nath Kovind.

BJP MLA Jagan Prasad said in a statement
that none from the opposition parties were
present in the meeting at the chief
minister’s residence. He said only the MLAs
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from the BJP and its allies were present in
the meeting.

Chief minister Yogi Adityanath had invited
the leaders of all the political parties
including the Samajwadi party, Bhaujan
Samaj party and the Congress. However
none from the opposition parties turned up
for the meeting.

Samajwadi party patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav has not only pledged his support for
Shri Ram Nath Kovind but had also praised
the NDA candidate. His son and Samajwadi
party president Akhilesh Yadav has already
announced to support Meira Kumar, the
Congress leader and joint candidate of the
17 opposition parties.

The electoral college of the Presidents
election comprise of the MLA, MLCs
members of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.
Though smooth sailing for Shri Ram Nath
Kovind is a foregone conclusion, UP is
important state for the NDA candidate as
not only it has the highest number of MLAS
325 in UP the number of Lok Sabha MP is
73. The value of each vote of MLA of UP is
208 which is highest in the country. The
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value of vote of MLAs of Tamilnadu and
Jharkhand in 176 each.

Apna Dal leader Anupriya Patel MP from
Mirzapur and a native of Kanpur dehat
district slammed the congress for fielding
Meira Kumar, the candidate from the dalit
community. = This has exposed the anti
dalit character of the Congress. When the
grand old party was in power at the Centre
and was in a position to get its candidate
elected the idea of fielding a dalit candidate
never occurred to them. Now they are in no
position to even pose a challenge to the NDA
candidate in the contest, the congress has
fielded the candidate from the dalit
community”, said Anupriya Patel, adding ™
the people were no longer naive and they
have seen through the game of the
Congress”. She said it's a matter of pride for
the Kanpur and for me as my native place is
Kanpur.
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Chapter 31
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

FOR PRESIDENT: WHO IS IN
FAVOUR, AND WHO IS NOT

Amit Shah yesterday raised the curtain and
ended all speculations over NDA's

Presidential candidate by announcing the

name of Shri Ram Nath Kovind. According
to media reports, Shri Ram Nath Kovind is
said to be very close to PM Modi. Currently,
the Governor of Bihar, he has been
associated with the BJP from a very long
time, and has also been a Rajya Sabha
member.

As soon as Ram Nath's name was
announced, every political party around

India started talking about him. Few are in
support of Ram Nath while some are

opposing BJP’s candidate.

Here is how political parties of the NDA, as
well as the Opposition, reacted to BJP’s
announcement:

Congress: Gulam Nabi Azad came forward

and addressed the media on the issue. He

stated that Congress will not be reacting
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iImmediately to the BJP’s choice of the
presidential nominee. The leader added on
June 22, Congress President Sonia Gandhi
will be presiding over a meeting of major
Opposition leaders, where a final decision,
will be taken.

CPI: Opposing the newly elected candidate
of BJP, CPI General Secretary Suravaram
Sudhakar Reddy told PTI “He is from RSS
ranks. He was president of Dalit BJP
Morcha...Sangh  Pariwar  organisation.
Definitely, we will put up a candidate.
Anybody from RSS...we will fight,”

Trinamool Congress: “In order to support
someone, we must know the person.
Candidate should be someone who will be
beneficial for the country. Opposition will
meet on 22nd June, only then we can
announce our decision. 1 am not for a
moment saying that the Bihar Governor
Shri Ram Nath Kovind is unfit to be the
President. | have spoken to 2 or 3 other
Opposition leaders, they are also surprised.
There are other big Dalit leaders in India.
He was leader of Dalit Morcha of BJP, so
they have made him candidate. Office of
President is a key post. Someone of stature
of Pranab Da, or even Sushma Swaraj or
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Advani ji may have been made the
candidate,” the statement from Mamata
Banerjee said.

TDT: Telugu Desam Party is in full support
of BJP decision and Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu praised the Prime
Minister for choosing the right candidate for
the highest post.

Shiv Sena: “If the name of Shri Kovind is
being put forward with a view to garner
Dalit votes, then the Sena is not interested.
Sena has never indulged in the politics of
hiding behind someone. We shall decide on
whether or not to support the candidature of
Shri Kovind tomorrow,” Thackeray said on
Monday.

BSP: BSP Chief Mayawati welcome the
decision of the BJP to choose Shri Ram Nath
Kovind as the presidential candidate, but
still had some reservations. Things could
change if the Opposition puts up another
Dalit candidate with better credentials than
Shri Kovind.

CPI(M): The party secretary Sitaram
Yechury hinted that party can discuss the
candidate name with Congress president

Sonia Gandhi on June 22.
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JD(U): Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish
Kumar seemed happy that the name of Shri

Ram Nath Kovind was put up. Addressing
the media Nitish Kumar said, “He has done
exemplary work as the Governor of Bihar;
worked with impartiality and has

maintained an ideal relationship with the
state government,” said Nitish. “As far as

support is concerned, can't say anything
rightnow. Itis too early to say,”
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Chapter 32
NO STATE AND LANGUAGE

WOULD BE NEGLECTED IF
| BECOME PRESIDENT:
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

National Democratic Alliance presidential
candidate Shri Ram Nath Kovind met Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik on Friday and
promised no state and language would be
neglected if he became President. Shri
Kovind's visit to Odisha will be followed by
that of Congress’ candidate Meira Kumar’s
who arrives on Saturday.

Shri Kovind, former Bihar Governor and the
surprise candidate who had made it to few,
has already been promised the Biju Janta

Dal’s support. On Friday after his arrival to
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Bhubaneshwar Shri Kovind addressed BJD
legislators and parliamentarians in the
state assembly. Introducing Shri Kovind to
his colleagues Patnaik said, “His journey

from humble beginnings in a village in
North India to being a candidate for the
highest office in the country is a true
reflection of the transition that modern
India.

Shri Kovind meanwhile told BJD's elected
members, he was happy to be here and t
have the full-fledged support of BJD. "I will
try to ensure that no state or language is
neglected,” he is reported to have said.
Accompanied by union health minister JP
Nadda, Shri Kovind then had lunch at
Patnaik’s residence. The BJD has 117 MLAs
in Odisha’s 147 member assembly, 20 Lok
Sabha and eight Rajya Sabha MPs. Patnaik
dismissed any possibility of any of his
legislators cross voting on the 17t f July.
In the afternoon, the NDA's presidential
candidate met with the BJP leaders of the
State. The BJP has far fewer numbers in
Odisha -- 10 MLAs and one MP, union
Minister for Tribal Affairs Jual Oram who
had been there to receive Shri Kovind at the
airporton Friday.
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Chapter 33
HOW SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND
EMERGED FROM THE
SHADOWS TO BECOME
NDA'S PREZ PICK ?

For someone who joined the BJP in 1991-
when Dr M M Joshi was the national
president - Shri Kovind beat everyone, from
full timers to high profile cabinet ministers,
to emerge the NDA choice in the final lap.

Within a short span of a decade, it has been
a very long journey from one flank of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan to the opposite for Shri
Ram Nath Kovind. From 53, South Avenue,
when he was an ordinary Rajya Sabha MP
from Uttar Pradesh, to 144 North Avenue,
the first floor residence allocated to him as
the Governor of Bihar.

In the interim, very few people, not even his
closest relatives, knew that one day Shri
Kovind would be occupying the majestic
viceregal lodge in mauve and pink Jodhpur
sandstone straddling the Raisina Hill.

Nearly a week before his nomination by the
BJP as NDA'’s Presidential nominee, Shri
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Kovind's wife Savita travelled to Delhi to
get treated for a minor ophthalmic ailment.
Sources in the family say that the next first
lady - if BJP nominee goes on to win the poll
- did have an inkling that some major
announcement regarding her spouse was in
the offing.

News channels broke the story at 2pm on
Monday. Flooded with calls, Shri Kovind’s
phone thereafter was continuously busy. It
was difficult to reach him and hear from the
man of the hour for a very long time.

Savita Kovind since then has met a select,
yet a steady stream of visitors at the North
Avenue accommodation. To a small group of
journalists that she called in this Tuesday,
she offered sweets, but spoke very little.

A few miles east of the President's House, at
the Congress Headquarters on Akbar Road,
Pawan Gupta waits for a senior party leader
who is busy talking to UPA allies seeking
consensus of a joint opposition candidate
against Shri Kovind. Gupta is the local
Congress leader from Kanpur who contested
the last Mayoral elections on the party
ticket. Gupta claims Shri Kovind, who also
hails from Kanpur, was in the city less than
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a month back to attend a function organised
by the Lion's Club. “We shared dais, but I
left a bit early. Never did I realize that | am
meeting the future president of India,” he
said.

But such is politics, and such is life. For
someone who joined the BJP in 1991- when
Dr M M Joshi was the national president-
Shri Kovind beat everyone, from full timers
to high profile cabinet ministers, to emerge
the NDA choice in the final lap.

“He was inducted in the party by Kalyan
Singh, but very few people know that all
these years, he has been very close to Kalraj
Mishra,” said a state BJP leader.

During NDA-1, Shri Kovind got two terms
to the Rajya Sabha. He also headed the
party Schedule Caste morcha.

By the time his second term as an MP
ended, UPA had elbowed BJP out of power
at the Centre. BSP and SP had replaced
BJP from its preeminent position in the UP

polity.
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With a few MLAs in the assembly, party
could send only a select few to the upper
house from the State.

Shri Kovind could never really manage
another RS nomination after 2006.

He, however, was accommodated as a
national spokesperson during Rajnath
Singh’s tenure as BJP president. In all the
three years that he was in Delhi, he held
less than half a dozen press conferences -
including one on Ranganath Mishra
Commission report on religious and
linguistic minorities.

“In one of the pressers he faced a very
hostile media. The rapport somehow never

really developed between him as the
spokesperson and the Delhi media,” says a

senior journalist who had covered the part
for more than a decade.

Later Shri Kovind was to shift base to
Lucknow to try his luck in state politics.
When Lakshmikant Bajpai was appointed
UP BJP president, Shri Kovind was
Inducted in the state unit as an office
bearer.
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The idea was to prepare for the 2014
general elections. Shri Kovind zeroed in on
Jalaun Lok Sabha seat in Bundelkhand,
worked on the constituency for over a year,
but the party denied himan LS ticket.

With a clear victory under its the belt in
May that year, BJP went about making key
appointments - especially to constitutional
positions. From UP, Kalyan Singh and
Kesari Nath Tripathi were chosen for
gubernatorial assignments.

“One was an OBC leader, the other a
Brahmin. We wanted to nominate a Dalit as
well,” says a BJP leader from UP. As most of
top BJP leaders in UP had won elections,
the choice narrowed down to the remaining
few.

Shri Kovind, thus got a much needed break

in politics after a long hiatus. He was sworn
in as the governor of Bihar on August 8,

2015.
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Chapter 34
A GLIMPSE INTO HOW

ARTICULATE IS THE NDA's
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

While past presidents of the country have
largely deviated from making strong
political speeches, Shri Ram Nath Kovind,
who has stayed out of the media limelight

and never once indulged in ideological
clashes with Nitish Kumar, is expected to
toe a similar line.

New Delhi: Bihar Governor Shri Ram Nath
Kovind meets BJP President Amit Shah in
New Delhi on Monday. Shri Kovind was on
Monday announced as NDA's presidential
nominee.
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Presidential election 207 Live updates: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Amit Shah castvote

If one searches for public speeches of the
NDA presidential candidate Shri Ram Nath
Kovind online, there are not a lot of videos
one would find. There are hardly four or
five, most of which were probably made
after he was appointed the Governor of
Bihar in 2015. This perhaps explains why
Shri Kovind is seen as a ‘low-profile leader’
even within the BJP of which he has been a
member for decades. But there is a common
thread in these videos — the fact that the
Governor is articulate and coherent in his
addresses and fluent in both the languages
of Hindi and English.

In one of the speeches, Shri Kovind, a Dalit
leader from the Koli community in Uttar
Pradesh, echoes the thoughts of Dr. BR
Ambedkar when he talks about women
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empowerment in the country. Speaking in
Hindi, the Bihar Governor quoted
Ambedkar saying that even when women,
who formed half of the population of the
country, were given voting rights, they had
no claims to hereditary rights in the
ancestral property.

In another video, the Bihar Governor is seen
giving an address after inaugurating a new
building of the Khuda Bakhsh Oriental
Public Library in Patna, Bihar. In a short
address, punctuated by claps from the
audience, Shri Kovind is seen talking about
the importance of books and libraries in the
world. He quotes Jorge Luis Borges saying,
‘I have always imagined that Paradise will
be a kind of library .’

There is also a video of Shri Kovind, then a
Rajya Sabha MP of the BJP in 2000,
explaining why he supports the Companies
Amendment Bill.

The MP, in a brief summation, goes on to
dissect the amendments of the bill in a
coherent manner.

At yet another event, Shri Kovind was seen
talking quite extensively about youth power

and how to exploit effectively the
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demographic dividend in the country.
“Young people not only know how to dream,
but they also know how to realize their
dream,” he says to cheers from the applause.

While past presidents of the country have
largely deviated from making strong
political speeches, Shri Kovind, who has
stayed out of the media limelight and never
once indulged in ideological clashes with
Nitish Kumar, is expected to toe a similar
line. But similar to Pranab Mukherjee, who
did time and again lecture on the values of
tolerance and equality, the country could
hear something similar from a President
Shri Kovind too.
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Chapter 35
A HANDY GUIDE TO

SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND’S
POLITICS, THROUGH HIS
SPEECHES

This was the sentiment across newsrooms
and political circles when Bihar Governor
Shri Ram Nath Kovind was announced as
NDA'’s presidential candidate. The
unexpected announcement by BJP chief
Amit Shah caught almost everyone by
surprise, with a rush to find out more about
Shri Kovind'’s politics and personality.

So, The Quint compiled Shri Kovind’'s past
speeches to give you a glimpse into the man
who is poised to become the 14th President
of India.

Quoted as Saying 'Islam and
Christianity Are Alien to Nation'’

In 2010, Shri Ram Nath Kovind was
appointed the BJP national spokesperson
during Nitin Gadkari's tenure as BJP chief.
In a press conference in 2010, he is quoted
in the Hindustan Times as saying that
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‘Islam and Christianity are alien’ to the
nation and so even if their economic
condition calls for it, they should not be
given quota in government jobs, legislation
and education.

Shri Kovind was clarifying the BJP's stand
against the Ranganath Mishra Commission
report which recommends 15 percent quota
in government jobs for religious and
linguistic minorities. Following reports that
Shri Kovind was misquoted, a BOOM Live
report reached out to Sarwar Kashani from
Indo Asian News Service (IANS) reported on
Shri Kovind in 2010. He has said that he
stands by his report and Shri Kovind used
the word ‘nation’.

Interestingly, Shri Kovind served as a
member of the Parliamentary Committee on
Welfare of Scheduled Castes / Tribes and
the Parliamentary Committee on Social
Justice and Empowerment among others.

On Babasaheb Ambedkar

If elected, Shri Ram Nath Kovind will be the
second Dalit president in India. In fact, his
announcement is being hailed as a
masterstroke by the NDA — a symbolic move

with political benefits.
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In this clip published in April 2017, Shri
Kovind is talking about Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar’s stance on the Hindu Code Bill.
Interestingly, Shri Kovind also served as a

member of the Board of Management of Dr
BR Ambedkar University, Lucknow.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind bihar rajpal speech
in Dr.Babasihb Bhim Rao Ambedkar in
bodh gaya biahr -2

‘Demonetisation Was a Positive Effort’

Speaking at an annual function of the Bihar
Chamber of Commerce in December 2016,
the governor of Bihar praised
demonetisation as ‘a positive effort and said
it will ‘free the society of black money and
corruption’. According to a report in The
Financial Express, he said,

As a result of demonetisation, weaker
sections of society would get relief while the
financial and trade activities would get a
boost through greater transparency the
measure would bring in

A Long Stint in Rajya Sabha

Shri Ram Nath Kovind was a Rajya Sabha
member from 1994 to 2000 and then, from

160



2000 to 2006. He was elected from Uttar
Pradesh and during that period reportedly
emphasised the importance of infrastructure
and rural development.

In this 2000 speech in the Rajya Sabha, Shri
Kovind speaks on the Companies
Amendment Bill, 2000 as a BJP MP from
Uttar Pradesh.

A Supporter of Prohibition

As Governor of Bihar, Shri Kovind has come
out as a supporter of Nitish’'s policy of
prohibition. On the Republic Day function in

2017, Shri Kovind praised the state
government for implementing  total

prohibition in the state. According to a
report in The Indian Express, he said,

Bihar has laid a strong foundation stone for
social change by implementing complete
prohibition in the state.

With the cooperation of all, prohibition has
turned into a campaign for social change.
Socio-economic conditions of people have
improved considerably since enforcement of
prohibition on 5 April last year.
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Decline in domestic violence, disputes in
family and other crimes have been noticed

On Law and Higher Education in Bihar

‘Rule of law and the state of higher
education are at the centre of Bihar politics
and as a Bihar governor, Shri Kovind has
strong opinions on the same.

In January 2017, he hailed the Nitish
Kumar government for “ensuring good
governance in Bihar.” The Times of India
guoted him as saying,

The government with a focus on justice and
development is moving in the right
direction. Concerted efforts are being made
to ensure good governance in the state.
Bihar is the country’s first state to provide a
legal tool to people for timely disposal of
their grievances

On the other hand, Shri Kovind came down
hard at the state of higher education in
India, saying that “higher education in
Bihar was on the verge of -collapse,”
according to a report in the Hindustan
Times. It's a significant stand, especially
since as a Governor, Shri Kovind is the
chancellor of universities in Bihar.
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While political negotiations are underway to
form a consensus on Shri Ram Nath Kovind
as a presidential candidate, Shri Kovind’s
past record doesn’'t reveal his political

stance neither unearths a sharp-tongued
orator.

So, what kind of a president will Shri Ram

Nath Kovind be? For now, we will just have
to waitand see.
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Chapter 36
WORDS AND SPEECHES OF

THE NDA PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE

The announcement of Bihar Governor Shri
Ram Nath Kovind as the NDA candidate for
the upcoming presidential elections took
everyone by surprise as his name was not
among those expected, although none can
deny that Shri Kovind is a strong candidate.
An advocate of the Supreme Court, Shri
Kovind has twice served as a member of the
Rajya Sabha and is also a former president
of the BJP Dalit Morcha. Shri Kovind is
regarded as a pioneer for the rights of
weaker sections of society. Due to the
surprise announcement, the public scurried
to find out all they could about Shri Ram
Nath Kovind. While the facts about Shri
Kovind have become general knowledge, it's
his own words that can give the best
impression of him.

In 2000:

Shri Kovind was elected from Uttar Pradesh
for two consecutive terms of the Rajya
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Sabha, from 1994 to 2000 and then from
2000 to 2006. During his term, he
emphasised the importance of infrastructure
and rural development.

In a speech given in the Rajya Sabha in
2000, Shri Kovind speaks on the Companies
Amendment Bill 2000, view his speech
below:

In 2010:

During Nitin Gadkari's tenure as BJP chief,
Shri Ram Nath Kovind was appointed as
the BJP national spokesperson in 2010. In a
controversial speech during a press
conference in 2010, Shri Kovind was quoted
as saying 'Islam and Christianity are alien’
to India and even if their economic condition
requires it, they should not be given quota
iIn government jobs, education and
legislation.

Shri Kovind's controversial statement came
as he was clarifying the BJP stand against
the Ranganath Mishra Commission report
which recommended a 15 percent quota in
government jobs for religious and linguistic
minorities.

165



Ironically, Shri Kovind himself has
pioneered for rights of Dalits and was also a
a member of the Parliamentary Committee
on Welfare of Scheduled Castes/Tribes and

the Parliamentary Committee on Social
Justice and Empowerment among others.

In 2016:

At a time when the country was reeling
from the effects of the demonetisation
announced by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the various politicians of the nation
were divided in their views on
demonetisation. Then the Governor of
Bihar, Shri Ram Nath Kovind spoke at an
annual function of the Bihar Chamber of
Commerce in December 2016, and praised
demonetisation as ‘a positive effort and said
it will ‘free the society of black money and
corruption’. Media at the time quoted him as
saying, "As a result of demonetisation,
weaker sections of society would get relief
while the financial and trade activities
would get a boost through greater
transparency the measure would bring in."

April 2017

If Shri Ram Nath Kovind is elected as the

next President of India, he will become the
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second Dali to hold the esteemed position,
following KR Narayanan who served as the
President from 1997 to 2002. Shri Kovind
has been hailed for his efforts to fight for the
rights of Dalits, and in a clip published in
April 2017, Shri Kovind speaks about
another legendary pioneer for the rights of
Dalits- Dr .Babasihb Bhim Rao Ambedkar.

View the clip below:
January 2017

During his tenure as the Governor of Bihar,
Shri Kovind has come out as a supporter of
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's policy of
prohibition. During the Republic Day
function of 2017, Shri Kovind praised the
state government for implementing total
prohibition in the state.

Shri Kovind was quoted as saying, "Bihar
has laid a strong foundation stone for social
change by implementing complete
prohibition in the state. With the
cooperation of all, prohibition has turned
into a campaign for social change. Socio-
economic conditions of people have improved
considerably since enforcement of
prohibition on 5 April last year. Decline in
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domestic violence, disputes in family and
other crimes have been noticed."

January 2017

As the Governor of Bihar, Shri Kovind
proved himself to be unbiased as well. While
lauding the prohibition and hailing the
Nitish Kumar government for “ensuring
good governance in Bihar” Shri Kovind also
critiqued the state of higher education in the
state.

Shri Kovind was quoted as saying that
“higher education in Bihar was on the verge
of collapse,” a strong statement especially
considering that since he is Governor he is
also the chancellor of universities in Bihar.

It remains to be seen how Shri Ram Nath
Kovind would fare if he is elected as the
next President of India.
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Chapter 37
IFPRESIDENT CAN BE

CRITICISED, WHY
NOT JUDGES

Shri Ram Nath Kovind believes that if the
president of the country can be criticised,
there is no reason why members of the
judiciary cannot be pulled up.

The BJP's presidential candidate had said
iIn a debate in Parliament that "if the
appointing authority” of judges, that is the
president, could be censured, so could the
judiciary.

"If any citizen of this country can criticise
the President of India for his wrong-doing, |
don't think it could be valid ... if the
judiciary is exempted," Shri Kovind said as
a Rajya Sabha member in the debate on
March 3, 2006, on the contempt of courts
(Amendment) Bill, 2006, moved by then Law
Minister Hansraj Bhardwaj.

He, however, added, the judiciary had been
exempted "to maintain its independence".
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Chapter 38
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND :

TO THE TOP, STEP BY STEP

Born into a family of weavers in a backward
village in Uttar Pradesh, Shri Ram Nath
Kovind always possessed a strong will to
advance in life.

He took over as general secretary of the
Akhil Bhartiya koli Samaj at the age of 26.
Shri Kovind continued his education even as
he discharged his organisational duties
guite efficiently.

Shri Kovind, who worked in the office of the
then prime minister Morarji Desai during
the rule of the Janata Party, has had a
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proclivity for politics. However, he wanted
to establish himselfas a lawyer first.

He was appointed as the pleader of Central
government in Delhi High Courtin 1977. He
became advocate on record in the Supreme
Court in 1978. In 1981, he was posted as the
government’s junior pleader in the apex
court. During this time, he became active in
the Depressed Classes Legal Aid Bureau,
after having come to know about the
troubles that dalits, scheduled castes,
scheduled tribes and other backward classes
faced in litigation.

Shri Kovind chose to continue as lawyer
even after passing the Civil Services

examination. However, at the age of 45, he
switched over to politics. Now, after 25

years, the decision has paid off as he has
been made the presidential candidate of the
ruling National Democratic Alliance (NDA).

Shri Kovind, who took a BJP membership in
1991, was noticed by leaders Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, L.K. Advani and Murali Manohar
Joshi. In 1994, he was elected to the Rajya
Sabha from Uttar Pradesh. Three years
later, he was made a member of the BJP’s
national executive committee.
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His performance in Parliament was
noteworthy as he had been a member of
three committees—the Committee on
Welfare of the Scheduled Castes and the

Scheduled Tribes, the Committee on Social
Justice and Empowerment, and the
Committee on Law and Justice. Shri Kovind
was in the forefront of a strong agitation
against certain orders that were harmful to
the scheduled castes and the scheduled
tribes, issued by the Central government in
1997.

When Vajpayee-led National Democratic

Front (NDA) came power, Shri Kovind took
the initiative to modify the previous

government’s orders through Constitutional

amendments. Thanks to his remarkable
speeches in the Rajya Sabha, the Centre, in

2002, deputed him to speak for India in the
General Assembly of the United Nations.

Shri Kovind has been a strong campaigner
for the party in all elections in Uttar

Pradesh. However, the party did not give
him a Lok Sabha seat or the post of a union

minister. After retiring from Rajya Sabha in

2006, he continued to work for the party
without holding any official post. Later, he
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was made the party spokesperson by former
BJP president Nitin Gadkari.

In 2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
appointed him as the governor of Bihar.

An affable, soft-spoken politician, Shri
Kovind was careful to stay off controversies
and never went after positions of power.
Instead, the positions, including the
presidential candidature, came to him.

Shri Kovind’s style of politics is toughened
and tempered by the rugged path he has
tread on.
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Chapter 39
SHRI KOVIND VISITS

HYDERABAD, SAYS HE NO
LONGER BELONGS TO ANY
POLITICAL PARTY

NDA presidential nominee Shri Ram Nath
Kovind visited Hyderabad a day after the
opposition candidate Meira Kumar's visit.
He vowed to discharge his duties with
fairness and impartiality if elected to the
highest office in the July 17 polls.

“My association with the BJP is a thing of
the past. Now, | don’t belong to any political
party. Before becoming the governor of
Bihar, I gave up my party membership. |
will strive to protect the dignity of the office
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of the president and discharge my duties
with utmost impartiality,” Shri Kovind
asserted.

He was interacting with the MPs and MLAs
of the ruling Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) in Hyderabad, as a part of his day-
long visit to seek support for his candidature
from various political parties in the two
states of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao.

Thanking the TRS and other parties for
extending support to him, Shri Kovind
underlined the need to keep the office of the
president above politics. “Ours is the largest

democracy in the world. The Constitution is
the bedrock of our democracy. For the office
of the president and for you as voters of the
electoral college, the Constitution is pivotal.
We should all abide by it. The president’s
office should be above politics. | will work
for every section of the society without any
bias and will contribute for all-round
development of the country,” he told
legislators.

KCR said his party wholeheartedly
supported Shri Kovind’'s candidature and
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exuded confidence that Shri Kovind would
win with a huge majority. He also sought
the NDA nominee’s blessings for the
development of Telangana, the country’s
newest state.

Telangana welcomed the NDA presidential
candidate with huge hoardings dominated
by the TRS party's pink colour and KCR's
photo along with Shri Kovind, while the
BJP maintained a low profile.

It was later clarified by the BJP that Shri
Kovind is to be elected by the Collegium and
not by the general public. Hence the state
unit of BJP did not do much. Shri Kovind
was accorded a warm welcome by leaders of

BJP, TDP, TRS and YSR Congress Party
when he arrived at the Begumpet airport in

the Hyderabad old airport at Begumpet.

Shri Kovind was accompanied by Union
Ministers M. Venkaiah Naidu and Bandaru
Dattatreya. The presidential candidate first
held a meeting with the MLAs and MPs of
the BJP and the Telangana unit of the TDP
which has three MLAs and two Rajya Sabha
members. Shri Kovind also met the MLAs
and MPs of the YSR Congress headed by
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy. The YSR
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Congress, which is the opposition party in
the neighbouring Andhra Pradesh, has also
supported his candidature.

Later, Shri Kovind left for Vijayawada
where he is scheduled to meet Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and other leaders.
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Chapter 40
HOW DOES SHRI RAM NATH

KOVIND HOLD HIGHER
CREDIBILITY THAN
PRANAB MUKHERJEE
AND PRATIBHA PATIL ?

Narendra Modi has yet again proven in
execution his sabka saath sabka vikaas
mantra by nominating Shri Ram Nath
Kovind as BJP'’s face for President.




A lot has been already said, so much so that
some journalists have already started
comparing him with Pratibha Patil and
Pranab Mukherjee. Ignore the hype of there

being no existence of this man, because the
truth be told, nobody cares about a dalit

leader coming from worse than a poor
background. Everyone needs a star, but
what about those who are ignored?

Nevertheless, this ignorance will soon be
pushed to the back seat because Shri Ram
Nath Kovind, a man of many credentials
(having faced discrimination) will have the

power than not many would want a dalit
man to have.

On the face of it, Shri Kovind holds much
higher credibility than Pranab Mukherjee
and Pratibha Patil. Here's how the chart
looks like when you compare them directly,
keeping their ‘political success’ out of the
picture.

A Comparison of Shri Ram Nath Kovind
with Pratibha Patil and Pranab Mukherjee

You realise that Shri Kovind is a self made
man. A man who has been through tons of

hardships and is an inspiration not only to
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the discriminated classes but for the world
where people have to struggle everyday to
succeed.

Pratibha Ramnath
Mukherjee Patil Kovind

Kulin Brahmins

Kshatriya Caste SC Commuity of

Father was a Koli

Member of West
Bengal Legislative

Council
Father Was a Father Was a

Eathervias 3 Local Politician Farmer

Member of AICC

Education

Political Science
& Law

Law Law & Commerce

Pre Political Experience

Central
government
advocate in the
Delhi HC from
1977 to 1979

Lecturer

Upper-Division
Clerk in the Office

of the Deputy Lawyer at Jalgaon Central
Accountant-General District Court Government

(Post and Telegraph) Standing Counsel
in Calcutta. in the SC

i Advocate-on-Record
Journalist at of the

Desher Dak Supreme Court
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I am happy that my future President will be
an inspiration and not a mere puppet. I am
happy that he will inspire millions of people
coming from similar backgrounds as his and
making it to the top rank. I am happy that
when the world talks about discrimination
in India, we will have a President who can
shut their false mouths.

Yes, Shri Ram Nath Kovind is not a famous
man as Pranab Mukherjee, but that also
says that he is not a ‘politician’ doesn’t it?
Many, like the ones below consider him as
no one, but for me he is a fighter...

.6 Rana Ayyub @ e T 5 Sudhir
@Ranafyyud mlamtssudt

Pratibha Pt wes PM #Modi does not pull out a Fraiam
like surprise candidate
#RamNathKovind is more
PratibhaPatil-esque, more tokenism
like in 2007

18/06/17, 2:10 PM

And you thought

(]

By choosing Pratibha Patil UPA <onia singh @
established that just anybody could a i
be President of India. BJP now takes it .
forward with another unknown

s NEW T | elo ocgle
miol oo
o0 s sCrd ;
an\Nat y Kol vd, istl is T ENDAS
R

19/06/17, 2:31 PM fram New Delhi, India

?
pratibha Patil moment?

After the Name Was Declared, This Happened

Firstly, if you do not know politician Shri
Ram Nath Kovind as a journalist, it is
understandable, but the joke is on you if you
don’t know about the governor of Bihar, who
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has been so for two consecutive years. Never
mind, | shall enlighten you then. Ramnath
was born in the Kanpur District of Uttar
Pradesh, the state that gave India 9 Prime
Ministers, but not even a single President.

DAV Kanpur—The College of Stalwarts

Born to a farmer, Shri Kovind was the
youngest of all the three brothers. He
completed his graduation in commerce from
DAV Kanpur. This is the same college
where stalwarts like Chandra Shekhar
Azad, Bhagat Singh and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had studied. He also completed his
law from DAV Law College. He went on t©
clear the UPSC exam but chose to practice
law instead. Shri Kovind became a Rajya
Sabha MP in 1994 from Uttar Pradesh and
served for two consecutive terms until
March 2006. He was a central government
advocate in Delhi HC from 1977 to 1979. He
also represented the Central Government
Standing Counsel in the Supreme Court
from 1980 to 1993.

A Rebellion

Shri Kovind protested along with SC/ST
employees in 1997 against orders of the
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Centre which affected their interests. Later,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee government made the
constitutional amendments to nullify the
order.

Shri Kovind's work in the field of education
iIs well known in his state and community.
He has been a leader in fighting for free
legal aid to the weaker sections of the
society, especially SC/ST women and poor
girls, under the Free Legal Aid Society in
Delhi.

Extensive Political Experience

Shri Kovind has been a Rajya Sabha
member for 12 years, where he headed
many parliamentary committee, most
iImportant among them were the committee

on the welfare of scheduled castes/tribes,

parliamentary panel on social justice &
empowerment and and also the committee
on law and justice. Currently, he is serving
as Bihar's Governor. Shri Kovind practiced

law in High Court and Supreme Court for
16 straight years. This played a big role for

him to get selected. He also addressed the

UN General Assembly in 2002 representing
India at the United Nations. His experience

will be very fruitful while acting on legal
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procedures after he becomes the the 14th
President of India.

Undisputed Honesty

Not even a single finger has been raised
against Shri Kovind. He has not only been

on various positions within the BJP, but has
also chaired many Rajya Sabha Committees.
His sacrosanct image has never bore a spot
of corruption or allegations of any kind.

The Dogs Shall Bark

Just because some journalists did not hear
his name, haven’'t read about him as much,
haven't seen him much on TV or haven't
heard a lot on social media, does that mean
that the man holds no caliber? Pratibha
Patil was a true disaster because she hardly
had any experience and comparing a man
like Shri Ram Nath Kovind with her, is not
only funny, but also ridiculous. India shall
be proud to have a President like you Sir,
Shri Ram Nath Kovind. We are eagerly
waiting for your first speech as the
President of this great country.
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Chapter 41
CHANDRABABU NAIDU

HONOURS SHRI RAM NATH
KOVIND IN VIJAYAWADA

The NDA Presidential candidate Mr.Shri
Ram Nath Kovind was given a rousing
reception in Vijayawada on July 4th
(Tuesday) when he went to Andhra Pradesh
to formally seek support for his candidature
in the election to President of India to be
held on July 17th 2017.

He was accompanied by Union Ministers,
senior BJP leaders and Members of
Parliament.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N.Chandrababu Naidu received Mr.Shri
Kovind at the Gannavaram airport and
later proceeded along with him to the A
Convention Centre in Vijayawada at3

p.m. on July 4th where Mr. Shri Kovind was
introduced to the Ministers, MPs and MLAs

belonging to the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP).
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CONSTITUTION IS MY GUIDE

Speaking at the meeting, Shri Kovind said
that he will keep the office of the President
above partisan politics and he always firmly
believed that Constitution is the guidebook.

“The office of President of India reflects our
democratic traditions...Our Constitution is
the supreme. For our country, it is the
Bhagavad Gita, Bible, Ramayana and
Quran. As the Governor of Bihar, | was not
associated with any political party and 1 will
continue in same way to upkeep the
President position above politics,” the NDA
presidential candidate assured.

Shri Kovind had expressed his gratitude to

the Modi-led NDA government and all

alliance party leaders for supporting him.
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PRAISES N.T.RAMA RAO

Earlier, Shri Kovind garlanded the statue of
Telugu Desam Party founder N.T.Rama Rao
in the presence of Union Minister
M.Venkaiah Naidu and Chief Minister
N.Chandrababu Naidu.

“NTR was a great leader and we used to call
him Telugu pride. In this State, he is
considered as an avatar of Lord Krishna
because of the influence of his films on
people,” he said.

Mr. P. Muralidhar Rao, BJP national
general secretary, Mr.L.Ganesan, BJP’s
Rajya Sabha MP from Madhya Pradesh and
a very senior party leader in Tamil Nadu
along with Andhra Pradesh Assembly
Speaker Kodela Sivaprasad Rao, were
among those present at the meeting where
Shri Kovind was formally introduced to all
the electoral college voters from Andhra
Pradesh.
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Chapter 42
TWENTY-DAY TOUR

PROGRAMME FOR
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

The NDA's presidential nominee Shri Ram
Nath Kovind will visit Uttar Pradesh on
Sunday to seek support from members of
both the Houses of the state where
preparation is on for smooth conduct of
voting, slated for 17 July.

Shri Kovind's visit to Uttar Pradesh, which
has the highest value of each vote in the
presidential election, is part of his nation-
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wide tour during which he will talk to
members of the electoral college that votes
for the new president.

The Electoral College includes elected
members of the Lok Sabha, the Rajya
Sabha, states, union territories and the
NCT region of Delhi.

"All necessary steps are being taken to
make foolproof arrangement before the
presidential election”, a senior official of the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly said.

An Election Commission team also took
stock of the preparations and held meeting
with Vidhan Sabha officials in Delhi on
Friday evening, the official said.

It would be the first time, a special pen and
ink would be brought to Lucknow from
Delhi to be used by voters to mark their
preference of candidates.

For presidential elections, votes are marked
in a preferential order which is then counted
to declare the winner.

Shri Kovind's programmes in the state on
Sunday is yet to be finalised, sources said,
adding he would be meeting MPs , MLAs of
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the BJP, its allies as also leaders of other
political parties.

He is likely to go to Uttarakhand from here,
they said.

Since the NDA's presidential pick hails from
Kanpur Dehat district of the state, Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath has said it is an
honour that the son of Uttar Pradesh would

be occupying the presidential office.

Shri Kovind had been active in the Uttar
Pradesh unit of BJP and was even
appointed the general secretary when
Laxmikant Bajpai was the party's state
chief. But, he chose to switch to the party's
central unit.

After the Narendra Modi government came
to power, he was appointed the Bihar
Governor, from where he resigned after
being named the NDA's presidential
nominee.
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Chapter 43
PAN-INDIA TOUR OF

SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

BJP nominee Shri Ram Nath Kovind meets
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath and
deputy CMs of the state on Day 1 of his
presidential election campaign

The presidential nominee of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), Shri Ram Nath

Kovind, on Sunday met with members of
parliament (MPs) and state legislators of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its allies
from Uttar Pradesh, Kkick-starting his
nationwide tour from his home state to seek
support from various political parties.
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Accompanied by Union minister Nitin
Gadkari and BJP national general secretary
Bhupender Yadav, Shri Kovind drove
straight to chief minister Yogi Adityanath’s
official residence from the airport.
Adityanath and other senior BJP leaders
and ministers earlier received 71-year-old
Shri Kovind at the airport.

At the Chief Minister's residence on the
Kalidas Marg, Shri Kovind interacted with a
host of senior party leaders including Union
ministers Uma Bharti and Gadkari, deputy
chief ministers Keshav Prasad Maurya and
Dinesh Sharma. He also met with UP
assembly speaker Hriday Narayan Dixit.

Addressing the MPs and state legislators,
Adityanath said, “It is for the first time that
we will have the honour of having a person
from Uttar Pradesh as our president. This
honour has been bestowed upon by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and BJP chief
Amit Shah.”

“It will be good, if all the political parties
rise above the narrow party lines and vote
for him. It will send a good message,” the
chief minister said. He said that Shri

Kovind has led a simple life and that he has
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been working continuously for uplift of the
poor, the dalits and the marginalised section
of the society.

At the meeting, Gadkari also explained as to
how to cast the ballott Though Uttar
Pradesh has given the nation a number of
prime ministers, it will be for the first time
that the politically-crucial state will have
the pride of sending someone to the
Rashtrapati Bhavan if Shri Kovind is
elected. The closest the state came to
having its representative in the President’s
House was in 1969, when Mohammad
Hidaytullah became the first acting
president of India from 20July 1969 to 24
August 1969. Sakshi Maharaj, the BJP MP

from Unnao adjoining Kanpur from where
Shri Kovind hails, was also present.
Bhupender Yadav, Shri Kovind's authorised
representative for the presidential poll, said
he has come to Lucknow to seek support
from the members the electoral college. He

will now visit other states, Yadav said.

BJP officials said a Union minister, a senior
organisation leader from the party and two

MPs will accompany Shri Kovind during his
nationwide tour to reach out to all members

of the electoral college. Though his meeting
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will be with the supporting MPs and MLAsS,
Shri Kovind will make an appeal to all the
members of the electoral college in every
state to support him. Opposition parties
have fielded former Lok Sabha speaker
Meira Kumar, a Dalit leader, against Shri
Kovind.

With over 62% of votes firmly behind him,
Shri Kovind's election as the next president
Is almost certain. Besides, the BJP and its
NDA allies, parties like Telangana Rashtra
Samithi, YSR Congress Party, All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, Biju
Janata Dal and Janata Dal(United) have
announced their support to him.

The presidential election is scheduled for 17
July and the counting of votes will take
place on 20 July. While Shri Kovind filed his
nomination papers in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and NDA chief
ministers in New Delhi on 23 June, Kumar
Is yet to file hers.

Shri Kovind, if elected, will be the second
from the Dalit community to occupy the

highest constitutional office, the first being
K.R. Narayanan.
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Chapter 44
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

WINDS UP HIS TOUR

NDA candidate Shri Ram Nath Kovind
started his campaign from Mumbai and
followed it up with a visit to Panaji and
Gandhinagar.

4 = S, o e

Shri Kovind, who was Governor of Bihar before

he was chosen as the NDA candidate, kick

started his campaign from his home state
of Uttar Pradesh on June 25.

NDA candidate Shri Ram Nath Kovind on
Saturday wrapped up his nationwide tour to
seek support for the July 17 Presidential
polls with his victory against the Congress-
led combined opposition nominee Meira
Kumar a virtual certainty.
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The last stop of the campaign of the 71-year-
old lawyer- turned-politician, who is locked
in a straight fight with the former Lok
Sabha Speaker in what is billed as a 'Dalit

versus Dalit' contest, was Gandhinagar for a
meeting with BJP MLAs and
parliamentarians from Gujarat.

Shri Kovind started his campaign from
Mumbai and followed it up with a visit to
Panaji and Gandhinagar.

Union Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari said
Saturday was the last day of nationwide
tour undertaken by Shri Kovind during
which he visited 26 States.

Counting of votes to elect the 14th President
of India who will succeed Pranab Mukherjee
Is scheduled to be taken up on July 20.

Gadkari claimed that Shri Kovind will win
with more than 70 percent of the voting
share. Several non-NDA parties like the
JD(U), the BJD, the TRS and both the
factions of the AIADMK have pledged their
support to Shri Kovind.

Shri Kovind, who was Governor of Bihar
before he was chosen as the NDA candidate,
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kick started his campaign from his home
state of Uttar Pradesh on June 25.

A visit to Thackeray's residence 'Matoshree'
In suburban Bandra was not in Shri
Kovind's itinerary which had raised
eyebrows. However, he made a phone call to
Thackeray and thanked him for supporting
his candidature, Shiv Sena sources said.

Significantly, Pranab Mukherjee and
Pratibha Patil, as presidential candidates of
the UPA, had visited the then Shiv Sena
supremo late Bal Thackeray at 'Matoshree'
as the Sena had broken ranks with the NDA
iIn the past two elections for the highest
constitutional office.

"We all have the duty to preserve the
highest importance of the Constitution of
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India. | would assure of equal justice to all,
avoiding discrimination based on caste,
religion, sect, gender, and region,"” Shri
Kovind said.

He said there should be a comprehensive
growth of all the states of the country where
there is equal justice for all. "My preference
would be to ensure addressing the
aspirations of the youth of the country,
promotion, and modernisation of education.

We will do our utmost to preserve the
prestige of the post of the President,” he

added.

Shri Kovind held a meeting with elected
representatives of the BJP, the Shiv Sena
and other NDA allies at the Garware Club
in south Mumbai.

The members of the Lok Sabha, the Rajya
Sabha and state assemblies form the
electoral college and currently the total

strength is fixed at 10,98,882 votes.
The candidate, who crosses the halfway-

mark of 5,49,442 votes, is declared as the
winner.
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While the value of the vote of an MP is fixed
at 708, that of an MLA varies depending
upon the state he or she represents. For
example, an Uttar Pradesh MLA contributes

208 votes in the presidential election, his
counterpart from Sikkim adds up only 7
votes.

"I am sure when results will be announced,
he will win with more than 70 per cent
votes," Gadkari told reporters in Panaji
after Shri Kovind held a meeting with the
legislators  supporting  the Manohar
Parrikar-led Government. During his brief
visit to Goa this evening, Shri Kovind
accompanied by Gadkari met the legislators
at a resort in Vasco, 35 km from Panaiji.

"Today he met MLAs from Maharashtra and
Goa who are part of the NDA. Everyone has

assured support to Shri Kovind during the

presidential election,” Gadkari said before
Shri Kovind headed to Gujarat.

Gadkari said during the interaction, the
presidential candidate told the legislators
that he will uphold the principles laid down
in the Indian Constitution.
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Chapter 45
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

MEETS GOAN LAW MAKERS

National Democratic Alliance’'s (NDA)
Presidential nominee Shri Ram Nath

Kovind met lawmakers from Goa in Vasco
today. He was accompanied by Union

minister Nitin Gadkari on his visit to the
state. The Presidential polls are to be held
on July 17. Gadkari was quoted by PTI as
saying, “I am sure he will win with more
than 70 per cent votes.”

The meet was attended by the Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP) MLAs along with the
MLAs of Goa Forward Party (GFP),
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party (MGP)
and Independent MLAs. The lone legislator
of Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) from
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Goa Churchill Alemao was also present at
the meet.

“l came here because | was invited. | had
come here to listen to him. Whether to vote
for him will be decided by my party,”
Alemao told reporters.

According to a PTI report Shri Kovind is
said to have told the legislators that he
would uphold the principles laid down in the
Indian Constitution.

Chief minister Manohar Parrikar mentioned
that this is the first time that a Presidential
candidate has come to Goa for canvasing.
“This signifies that Goa holds an important
position as far as the NDA is concerned,” he
said. The CM urged all 38 legislators of the
Goa assembly to vote for Shri Kovind as the
Presidential polls are always above party
lines.

Over the past few days, Shri Kovind has
visited 26 states to drum up support for his
bid to become the President of India. He
headed for Gujarat from Goa.
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Chapter 46
EVEN JD(U) FINALLY

SUPPORTS HIM

Shri Ram Nath Kovind has always found a
way to avoid confrontation with the state
government, whether it was giving his
assent to Nitish Kumar’'s controversial
liquor law criticised by the BJP for some of
its draconian provisions or the appointment
of vice chancellors and pro VCs.

Bihar Governor Shri Ram Nath Kovind, the
NDA candidate for President of India,
enjoys the reputation of someone who

always stays away from controversy and is
popular across party lines. He has a good

rapport with Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
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Kumar and RJD chief Lalu Prasad has
never spoken against him, publicly. Though
the JD(U) has not yet announced its support
for Shri Kovind's candidature, sources said

the party would in all probability support
him.

The only time the JD(U) had any problems
with Shri Kovind was when the BJP had
tried to play politics with his Dalit
background during the 2015 election
campaign, soon after his appointment to Raj
Bhavan. Since then, the Grand Alliance
government has not questioned his conduct
as Bihar’'s Governor.

Whether it was giving his assent to Nitish
Kumar’s controversial liquor law criticised
by the BJP for some of its draconian
provisions or the appointment of vice
chancellors and pro VCs, Shri Kovind has
always found a way to avoid confrontation
with the state government. He seems to be
of the opinion that such issues are best left
to the courts.

The BJP could have scored political points
had the governor raised objections to some
of the provisions in the liquor ban such as a
community fine, holding all adults of a
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household responsible if any member is
found drinking or possessing liquor and the
confiscation and auction of property of an
accused. However, Governor Shri Kovind
did not go down that route; instead he gave
a go-ahead to the law.

His non-controversial tenure has been
appreciated all the more given tiffs between
Raj Bhavan and the government over
appointments of VCs during tenure of
former governor Debanand Konwar not too
long ago. A BJP leader called Shri Kovind
“an erudite Dalit leader who has an aura
around himand is a liberal face of the BJP”.

The JDU) will wait till 22 June when the

Opposition will meet to discuss Shri
Kovind's candidature. It will not come as a

surprise if the JD(U) goes ahead and
supports Shri Kovind, the way it had
supported Pranab Mukherjee when the
JD(U) was still been a part of the NDA.
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Chapter 47
UTTARAKHAND ASSURES

FULLEST SUPPORT

Earlier in the day, Shri Kovind was received
at the Jolly Grant airport by the Chief
Minister who took him to his official
residence. The NDA's presidential pick was
gifted a shawl, an urn filled with water from
the Ganga river and a book on the history of
Uttarakhand.

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat greets NDA presidential candidate
Shri Ram Nath Kovind on his arrival at

Jollygrant Airport in Dehradun

The NDA's presidential nominee Shri Ram
Nath Kovind on Monday held a meeting
with MPs and MLAs of the ruling BJP in
Uttarakhand at Chief Minister Trivendra
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Singh Rawat's official residence here to
canvass support for himself. The closed-door
meeting, chaired by the chief minister,
lasted for two hours, official sources here
said. All 57 party legislators and two out of
the five party MPs from the state and one
Independent MLA, Pritam Singh Panwar,
were present at the meeting, they said.

BJP MPs and former chief ministers Bhagat
Singh  Koshiyari, Bhuwan  Chandra
Khanduri and Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
could not attend the meeting due to their
personal engagements. Earlier in the day,
Shri Kovind was received at the Jolly Grant
airport by the chief minister who took him
to his official residence. The NDA's
presidential pick was gifted a shawl, an urn
filled with water from the Ganga river and a
book on the history of Uttarakhand.

Shri Kovind had yesterday embarked on a
nationwide tour from his home state Uttar
Pradesh to garner support of various

political parties for him in the July 17
presidential election. Sources in the BJP

had said a Union minister, a senior party

leader and two MPs would accompany Shri
Kovind on his nationwide tour to reach out

to all the members of the electoral college.
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Though he would be meeting only with the
MPs and MLAs who have pledged their
loyalty with him, the NDA's presidential
pick would appeal to all the members of the

electoral college to support his candidature,
they had said. With over 62 per cent of the
votes firmly behind him, Shri Kovind's
election as the next president is almost
certain. Besides the BJP and its NDA allies,
the TRS, YSRCP, AIADMK, BJD and the
JD(U) have also announced their support to
him.

The presidential election is scheduled for
July 17 and the counting of votes will take
place on July 20. Shri Kovind filed his
nomination in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on
June 23, while opposition candidate Kumar
Is yet to file hers. If elected, Shri Kovind will
be the second Dalit president after K R
Narayanan.
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Chapter 48
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND SET
TOGET 7 LAKH VOTES OF THE
ELECTORAL COLLEGE

Set for a comfortable victory, NDA
presidential nominee Shri Ram Nath
Kovind may bag over 62 per cent votes but
fall short of the 69 per cent votes polled by
incumbent Pranab Mukherjee in 2012.

With the battle lines drawn in the first-ever
Dalit versus Dalit presidential contest, the
odds are heavily stacked in favour of the
saffron brigade candidate Shri Kovind who
IS set to get around 7 lakh votes which is
around two-thirds of the total 1098,903
votes of the electoral college.

The joint opposition candidate Meira Kumar
Is likely to bag around 4 lakh votes despite
the support of many regional parties like the
RJD, traditional rivals the SP and the BSP
and the TMC and the CPI-M. Chances of
Shri Kovind registering a comfortable win
brightened after some major non-NDA
parties like the JD-U, the BJD, the
AIADMK, the TRS and the YSR-Congress
extended their support to him. Aware of its
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chances in the July 17 presidential election,
the opposition now views it as an id .

As per vote projections after some non-NDA
parties extended their support to the BJP
nominee, Shri Kovind has an assured
6,82,677 votes in his Kitty.

Kumar on the other hand has 3,76,261
committed votes, which is 34 per cent and
one-third of the total collegium vote.

This time around, there are around 39,965
votes of fence sitting parties like the AAP,
the INLD, the AIMIM and some
Independents, who have not yet opened

their cards about which candidate to back.

Which way this block tilts will mainly
depend on the campaign strategy of the
contestants of the ruling party and the
opposition.

Of the total 776 MPs in the presidential
election collegium, Shri Kovind has the
support of 524, including 337 of its BJP,
while his opponent Kumar has the support
of 235. The value of one MP vote is 708
votes.
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Accordingly, the NDA nominee will get
3,70,992 MPs votes. The rest of Shri
Kovind's vote value -- 3,11,685 - will come
from state legislators.

Meira Kumar has 1,66,380 votes of MPs
while the remaining 2,09,881 committed
votes for her are coming from legislators in
States.

Among state assemblies, UP MLAs have the
highest vote value of 83,824 votes, with 208
votes per legislator, while Sikkim House has
the lowest value of 224 votes with each MLA
commanding just 7 votes.

Incidentally, the opposition is already on the
back foot as it announced Kumar's name
later than the BJP announced Shri
Kovind's.

Kumar is yet to file her nominations and is
likely to do so on June 28, while Shri Kovind
has scored an early lead by embarking on
his campaign starting from Uttarakhand
and then Uttar Pradesh. Some central
ministers are accompanying him too.

Despite numbers on its side, the BJP is
going into the battle aggressively. It also

has a lead in almost all states barring West
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Bengal, Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab, Tripura
and Himachal Pradesh.

The total strength of the collegium which
votes to elect the president comprises all
elected MPs and members of legislative
assemblies of all states and UTs of Delhi
and Puducherry.

The total vote value comes to 10,98,903. The
vote weightage of an MLA depends on the
population of the state he or she represents.
A candidate needs 50 per cent plus votes to
win the poll.

The halfway mark is 5,49,452 votes. Voting
Is through a secret ballot and the party whip
does not apply.

In the 2012 elections, Congress led UPA
nominee Pranab Mukherjee garnered
7,13,763 votes which was 69.31 per cent of
the total collegium vote. UPA's candidate
Pratibha Patil had in the 2007 election
secured 6,38,116 votes, polling 65.82 of the
total electoral college vote. Both Mukherjee
and Patil were Congress nominees and
defeated joint opposition candidates P A
Sangma and Bhairon Singh Shekhawat
respectively.
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Chapter 49
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

MEETS MEHBOOBA MUFTI
FOR SEEKING SUPPORT

NDA presidential candidate Shri Ram Nath
Kovind will meet Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Mehbooba Mufti in Srinagar on
Wednesday to seek the support of

lawmakers from the state for the 17 July
election.

Mehbooba, who was not present when Shri
Kovind filed his nomination papers, will
convene a meeting of MPs and MLAs from
the state at her residence, which will be

addressed by the former Bihar governor and
Dalit activist, BJP sources said.

Her party, the PDP, has assured the BJP,
with which it shares power in the state, of

Its support.

Shri Kovind will be accompanied by union
minister M Venkaiah Naidu and the party's
general secretary, Ram Madhav.

The ex-Rajya Sabha member will meet NDA

MPs and MLAs from Haryana and Punjab
in Panchkula, Haryana, on Thursday.
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External affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
and BJP's general secretary Anil Jain will
be among the leaders who will be with Shri
Kovind in the Haryana town, the sources
added.

The BJP hopes that the INLD, led by former
Haryana chief minister OP Chautala, will
extend its support to him, the sources said.

Later this week, Shri Kovind will visit
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry in the
south.

So far 28 parties have extended their
support to the NDA's presidential candidate.

"We are expecting that in next few days, two
or three more parties will come forward to
support him," a BJP leader said.

Though he will meet only MPs and MLAs
from supporting parties, the NDA's
presidential pick will urge other members of

the electoral college to back him, the sources
said.

With over 62 percent of the votes firmly
behind him, Shri Kovind's election as the
next president is almost certain. Besides the
BJP and its NDA allies, the TRS, YSRCP,

213



AIADMK, BJD and the JDU) have also
announced their support to him.

Shri Kovind filed his nomination in the
presence of prime minister Narendra Modi
in New Delhi on 23 June. His opponent,
former Lok Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar, is
yet to file her papers.

The votes will be counted on 20 July.

If elected, Shri Kovind will be the second
Dalit president after KR Narayanan.
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Chapter 50
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

MEETS HARYANA AND
PUNJAB LEGISLATORS

National Democratic Alliance's (NDA)
Presidential candidate Shri Ram Nath
Kovind arrived in Chandigarh on Thursday
to seek support from Haryana and Punjab
legislators.

From the Chandigarh International Airport,
Shri Kovind drove to Panchkula town in
Haryana where he will meet legislators from
the state.

Shri Kovind will later hold discussions with
legislators from Punjab in Chandigarh.

The opposition Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) will decide on its position on the
Presidential poll on Thursday.

Haryana's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has 47 legislators, INLD has 19,
Congress has 17, five are Independents and
one seat each is held by the Akali Dal and
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP).
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Shri Kovind will face main opposition
candidate former Lok Sabha Speaker Meira

Kumar in the 17 July polls. Kumar has been
supported by 17 parties, led by the

Congress.

The Congress, which won the assembly
elections in Punjab in March, has 77
legislators in the 117-member assembly.

The Shiromani Akali Dal and the BJP have
18 legislators in the Punjab assembly.

The Aam Aadmi Party has 20 legislators in
the assembly while its alliance partner Lok
Insaf Party has two legislators.
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Chapter 51
NATIONAL INTEREST AND

WELFARE ARE OF PRIME
IMPORTANCE FOR HIM

The chances of the NDA presidential
nominee got bolstered after the opposition
Indian National Lok Dal declared its
support for him.

4

NDA presidential candidate Shri Ram Nath
Kovind being greeted by the former Punjab
chief minister Parkash Singh Badal and
Haryana BJP state president Subhash
Barala on Thursday. NDA's presidential
nominee Shri Ram Nath Kovind said on
Thursday that maintaining the
Constitution’s supremacy is a major
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responsibility for the person who occupies
the country’s highest office.

He also said for him national interest as
well as people’s welfare were matters of
prime importance.

The chances of the NDA presidential
nominee, who arrived here on Thursday, got
bolstered after the opposition Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) declared its
support for him.

“l give prime importance to national interest
and people’'s welfare”, Shri Kovind said. He
was addressing INLD MLAs at a five star
hotel in Panchkula this evening.

“The country’s Constitution is supreme in
our democratic set up and to maintain that
supremacy is a big responsibility for the
person occupying the highest office,” Shri
Kovind said.

Prior to his meeting with INLD MLAs and
MPs from Haryana led by party general
secretary Abhay Singh Chautala, Shri
Kovind met the BJP and SAD MLAs and
MPs from Punjab at Chandigarh.
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Shri Kovind’s arrival here was slightly
delayed as his flight landed behind schedule
due to bad weather conditions.

The 71-year-old, who was accompanied by
External Affairs minister Sushma Swaraj
and BJP leader Anil Jain, was given a
rousing welcome by NDA leaders from the
two states at the airport.

After confabulations with Punjab legislators
and MPs, where former Chief Minister
Parkash Singh Badal, SAD president
Sukhbir Singh Badal and Union minister
and Punjab BJP chief Vijay Sampla and
others were present, Shri Kovind went to
Panchkula where he met BJP MPs and
MLAs from Haryana.

Addressing the INLD members, Shri Kovind
lauded former Deputy Prime Minister, late
Chaudhary Devi Lal.

“We used to call him ‘Tau ji'. I had the
opportunity to see and listen to him in the
Parliament. When his statue was installed
there, I was present,” Shri Kovind said
about the tallest INLD leader.

Recalling his tenure as Governor of Bihar,
Shri Kovind said that he had tried to work
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to best of his ability and in an impartial
manner.

Perhaps, people sometimes consider it a
yardstick, as | had a good tenure there, he
said.

Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar had said
that it was a moment of great joy that | was
going to Delhi yet he was also feeling sad,
Shri Kovind said.

“And he (Nitish) told me that feeling of
sadness was because of the manner in which
| kept the sanctity of the post, possibly like
never before,” he added.

NDA presidential candidate Shri Ram Nath
Kovind (C) with the former Punjab chief
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minister Parkash Singh Badal and Haryana
CM Manohar Lal Khattar. (PTI)

Shri Kovind said that from the moment he
became the Governor, he had ceased t
belong to any political party.

“lI got above party politics and have been

working like this keeping country’s interests
and security in mind,” he said.

Addressing the members, he said, “l want
assure all of you that for me, be it Haryana
or Punjab or Jammu and Kashmir or Tamil
Nadu, for every state and every citizen...|
will be impartial in my conduct”.

Shri Kovind thanked all the NDA, and non-
NDA parties like INLD, which have
extended their support to him.

“Yesterday (on Wednesday) some people
were telling me that 28-29 parties have
extended support to me. Today, INLD has
been added to that. | extend a hearty thanks
to Abhay Chautala and his team, Om
Prakash Chautala and the party office
bearers,” he said.

Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar said that Shri Kovind would get get
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maximum votes from the region and would
become the country’s next president.

Speaking at the meeting with INLD leaders,
Khattar said “l had appealed to INLD to
extend their support to Shri Kovind, who is
a simple person and has been active in
social and political field for a long time.”

Our central leaders had also talked to
Chautala ‘sahib’ and | thank the party for
extending support to Shri Kovind, he said.

“In the 90-member Haryana Assembly, I can
assure that you will get 75 votes for certain.
As far as Lok Sabha members from the state
are concerned, support of nine (including
two two INLD MPs) is certain and whether
we get the tenth also is a different issue. In
Rajya Sabha, we have support of three out
of five, there is no doubt that you will
certainly become the country’s 16th
President,” Khattar said.

Khattar said that former Punjab CM Badal
had expressed desire that a function be held
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan, where SAD and
BJP MLAs and MPs from both the states
would congratulate Shri Kovind after he
gets elected.
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Jain in his address asked the MLAs and
MPs to ensure that they put a mark only
with the designated pen kept by the
Election Commission officials in the
presidential polls.

The SAD-BJP coalition has 18 MLAs (15
SAD, 3 BJP) in the 117 member Punjab
Assembly while the ruling Congress has 77.
The AAP has 20 legislators and its ally Lok
Insaaf Party has two.

Among the Lok Sabha members from
Punjab, the ruling Congress has four, the
SAD has three, the BJP had two MPs but
recently Gurdaspur MP Vinod Khanna
passed away.

The AAP has four, out of which two have
been suspended by the party. In the Rajya
Sabha, the SAD has three, BJP one and
Congress three members.

In the 90-member Haryana assembly, the
ruling BJP enjoys a majority with 47 MLAs
and the support of five Independents. The
Congress has 17 MLAs.

The Shiromani Akali Dal has one legislator
in the Haryana Assembly, while the INLD,
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which is the principal opposition party, has
19.

Among the Lok Sabha MPs in Haryana, the
ruling BJP has seven members, INLD has
two and the Congress one. The BJP has only
one member in the Rajya Sabha. However,
media baron Subhash Chandra was last
year elected to the upper house with the
BJP’s support.

The Congress has two Rajya Sabha
members and the INLD has one in Haryana.

Congress and some other opposition parties
have fielded former Lok Sabha Speaker
Meira Kumar as their presidential
candidate.
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Chapter 52
CHIEF MINISTER SHIVRAJ
SINGH CHOUHAN PRAISES
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
along with his ministerial colleagues and
senior party leaders, welcomed NDA
presidential nominee Shri Ram Nath
Kovind, who is scheduled to meet party MPs
and MLAs later.

The NDA's presidential candidate Shri Ram
Nath Kovind, who is on a nationwide tour
ahead of the July 17 election for the top
constitutional post, arrived in Bhopal for
meeting MPs and MLAs from Madhya
Pradesh. Shri Kovind, who landed at the
Raja Bhoj airport by a special flight, was
accorded a warm welcome by the ruling BJP
at the State Government's dedicated hangar
at the airport.

The Madhya Pradesh Congress, however,
criticised the BJP for using the airport
premises for according the welcome to Shri
Kovind, saying it comes after the
controversial incident at the Goa airport
where Amit Shah addressed a party
meeting.
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Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
along with his ministerial colleagues and
senior party leaders, welcomed Shri Kovind,
who is scheduled to meet party MPs and
MLAs later.

Speaking on the occasion, Chouhan heaped
praise on Shri Kovind, describing him as the
“most able candidate” for the job.”Shri
Kovind's humble journey began from a
village in Kanpur. He had also cleared the
coveted Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) examination for the civil services,
although he did not join,” Chouhan said.

“Later, he started practising in Delhi High

Court as a lawyer and was chosen to serve

as the secretary to former Prime Minister

Morarji Desai. After that, he became a

Rajya Sabha member for two terms and
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later appointed the Governor of Bihar,”
Chouhan added.

The CM recalled that UnionMinisterr
Thawar Chand Gehlot and he himself were
present at the BJP’s Parliamentary Board
meeting  where  Shri Kovind was
unanimously selected as the candidate for
the highest constitutional office.

“Later, when party president Amit Shah
informed other NDA partners about it, they
all open-heartedly supported the decision,”
Chouhan saidAfter the function, Shri
Kovind and Chouhan left for the latter’s
residence, where a meeting has been
organised with party MPs and MLAs.

Besides Gehlot, state BJP president
Nandkumar Singh Chauhan and Rajya
Sabha member Prabhat Jha were also
present.

State Congress chief Arun Yadav
meanhwile slammed the BJP for using the
airport premises for welcoming Shri
Kovind.”After the Goa airport incident, the
BJP now erected a tent and dome for
welcoming Shri Kovind which amounts to
misuse of public money,” Yadav said in a

statement.
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Last Saturday, BJP president Amit Shah
had addressed a party meeting at Goa's
Dabolim International Airport.Congress has
demanded a probe into the meeting, terming
it as “illegal” and “gross abuse of power”.
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Chapter 53
ALL SUPPORT ASSURED BY

CHIEF MINISTER OF
CHHATTISGARH

THE NDA'’s Presidential nominee Shri Ram
Nath Kovind will be visiting Chhattisgarh
Capital on Sunday to garner support for his
candidature. Shri Kovind will be arriving in
Raipur on Sunday by a special plane along
with Union Finance and Defense Minister
Arun Jaitley. Soon after reaching Raipur,
both NDA's Presidential nominee Shri Ram
Nath Kovind and Arun Jaitley will be
attending a meeting at the official residence
of Chief Minister Dr Raman Singh. The
meeting will be attended by all Bharatiya
Janata Party MPs and MLAs as well as
senior party office-bearers including BJP
State President Dharamlal Kaushik.

Soon after reaching Swami Vivekananda
Airport, Shri Kovind will be given a rousing
welcome by the BJP office-bearers and party
workers. Being the Presidential nominee,
Shri Kovind had been allocated Z Plus
security cover, hence he will be moving in a
bulletproof vehicle. Soon after reaching the
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official residence of Chief Minister, they will
address the meeting of MPs and MLAs.
Bharatiya Janata Party in Chhattisgarh has
good numbers of Legislators and Members
of Parliament, hence the NDA Presidential
nominee is expected to get more votes than
his rival. During the meeting Shri Kovind
will urged the MPs and MLAs for
supporting his candidature.

b

The meeting will be followed by lunch. In
the Presidential elections in India, Lok
Sabha Members, Rajya Sabha Members and
Members of Legislative Assemblies cast
their franchise. Accordingly, the vote value
of every vote exercised by a Member of
Parliament and a Member of Legislative
Assembly is fixed on the basis of population.
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The vote value of a Member of Legislative
Assembly in Chhattisgarh is 129, while the
vote value of a Member of Parliament from
Chhattisgarh is 708.

Meanwhile, when the media persons asked
independent Legislator Dr Vimal Chopda,
who was earlier a Bharatiya Janata Party
office-bearer, whether he will be supporting
the NDA Presidential Nominee or the UPA
Presidential Nominee, Dr Chopda said the
BJP neither has sought his support nor has
invited him for the meeting at the official
residence of Chief Minister. He said no BJP

leader has contacted him for supporting the
NDA Presidential nominee.

He however added that Congress Legislative
Party leader T S Singhdeo has sought his
support for UPA Presidential Nominee
Meira Kumar and also have invited in a
meeting which will be held for welcoming
the UPA Presidential Nominee on July 12.
On the other hand the lone Bahujan Samaj

Party Legislator in the Chhattisgarh
Assembly Keshav Chandra has stated that

he is still undecided over supporting which
candidate.
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He said he will act according to the directive
of the party high command. Keeping in view
the existing political scenario in the state, it
Is being contemplated that there are
chances of cross voting. Since the Congress
has suspended Amit Jogi from its primary
membership, Jogi is functioning as detached
Member, who also has the support of
Legislators R K Rai and Siyaram Kaushik.
They are yet to decide upon whom to caste
their vote.
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Chapter 54
NAVEEN PATNAIK
ANNOUNCES SUPPORT
FOR SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) president and Odisha
chief minister Naveen Patnaik on Monday
announced his Party's support to NDA
presidential poll candidate Shri Ram Nath
Kovind.

"After discussing with senior party leaders,
BJD has decided to support the candidature
of Shri Ram Nath Kovind,” Patnaik told
reporters after receiving a telephone call
from Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Elaborating the reasons behind BJD's
support to the NDA candidate, Patnaik said
Shri Ram Nath Kovind is an eminent
lawyer belonging to the scheduled caste
community.

"The office of the President of India is above
political consideration and Biju Janata Dal
wants to keep it above the politics," he said.

Stating that the prime minister spoke to
him about the candidature of Shri Ram
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Nath Kovind, Patnaik said, "He (prime
minister) sought BJD's support in this
regard.”

"As you know, the last time when
presidential elections were held, BJD had
proposed the name of PA Sangma, an
eminent leader from the tribal community.
Based on the request of BJD, many parties
including the BJP had supported his
nomination,” he said. Asked whether BJD
supported the NDA candidate out of any
pressure, party spokesman dismissed it and
said, "We continue to maintain equal

234



distance from both BJP and Congress. The

post of the President of India is above party
politics."

Even as several regional parties either
indicated their support or opposition to the
NDA's presidential pick, Patnaik initially
kept everyone guessing as regards to his
party's stance on the issue saying he will
first discuss the matter with senior party
leaders.

Out of the 21 Lok Sabha members of
Parliament from Odisha, 20 belong to the
BJD. The party has eight members in the
Rajya Sabha, besides the support of
independent members of Parliament, and
117 MLAs in the state Assembly.
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Chapter 55
TMC BREAKS TIES WITH SIX

TRIPURA MLAS FAVOURING
SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND

The Trinamool Congress on Monday
dissociated itself from its six MLAsS in
Tripura who expressed support for NDA's

presidential candidate Shri Ram Nath

Kovind, saying it would have no truck with
them in future.

"The stand taken by six MLAs from Tripura
IS in no way the stand of our party. We have
extended our support to Congress candidate
Meira Kumar. From now on we will have no
relation with these MLAs. They don't belong
to our party,”" TMC secretary-general Partha
Chatterjee told reporters.

He said the legislators were Congress
MLAs. Only last year they joined the TMC

and "they have sold themselves before
money power".

Trinamool Congress legislators in Tripura
on Sunday decided to vote in favour of Shri
Kovind instead of Kumar saying that they
would not like to vote for someone who is
supported by the CPM.

236



Meanwhile, party vice-president Mukul Roy,
who was in charge of party affairs in
Tripura, has been replaced by TMC leader
Sabyascahi Dutt.
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Chapter 56
GUJARAT MY SECOND

HOME, SAYS SHRI RAM
NATH KOVIND

The reception was scaled down since BJP

national president Amit Shah, who was
previously scheduled to accompany Shri

Kovind, could not join him.

NDA Presidential nominee Shri Ram Nath
Kovind called Gujarat his ‘second home’
while addressing party workers on his
arrival in the city on Saturday. Shri Kovind
later visited Gandhinagar along with Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani and central leaders.
The reception was scaled down since BJP
national president Amit Shah, who was
previously scheduled to accompany Shri
Kovind, could not join him. Shri Kovind,
while recalling his association of 30 to 35
years with Gujarat said, “In our life we have
two homes — one, our birth place and the
other, our work place — while Uttar Pradesh
iIs my birth place, where I went first after
being nominated to seek blessings from
motherland; Gujarat is the 25th state that |
have visited.” He recalled his frequent visits
to Surat and Navsari districts for social
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service engagements and his tenure as
private secretary to the late Prime Minister
Morarji Desai in 1977.

“Gujarat is the state that has given two
Prime Ministers, Morarji Desai and
Narendra Modi,” he said and added that he
had worked with both. Shri Kovind added
that he was blessed to visit Gujarat, the
land of Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel.
After a welcome by the members of Koli
community from different regions of
Gujarat, state BJP president Jitu Vaghani
welcomed him saying, “I welcome Shri
Kovindji not as NDA Presidential nominee
but future President of India.” Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani, Deputy CM Nitin
Patel, Union minister Nitin Gadkari, BJP
national leader Kailash Vijayvargiya,
former Chief Minister Anandiben Patel and
Ahmedabad Mayor Gautam Shah were also
present at the reception. Congress calls
meeting of MLAs Congress has called a
meeting of all of its 57 MLAs on Sunday to
discuss the polling for Presidential elections
on July 17. The opposition led by Congress
has fielded former Lok Sabha speaker Meira
Kumar against NDA nominee Shri Ram
Nath Kovind.
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Chapter 57
INDIAN PRESIDENTIAL

ELECTION 2017

A Presidential Election is being held in
India on 17 July 2017, and counting will be
done on 20 July 2017, five days before the
incumbent President's term expires. The
incumbent is eligible for re-election, as no
term limits exist in India.

Initially receiving speculation for a re-
election bid, Pranab Mukherjee decided not
to run again in 2017 due to health concerns
and problems relating to his age.

Candidates

. Shri Ram Nath Kovind, the Governor
of Bihar, was announced as the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
NDA's candidate for the post of
President of India by BJP president
Amit Shah on 19 June 2017. Shri
Kovind is a leader and a politician
from the BJP. Shri Kovind filed his
nomination for the election on 23 June
2017.

« Meira Kumar, the former Speaker of
Lok Sabha, was announced as the
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Indian National Congress (INC)-lead
opposition's candidate for the post of
President of India, after a meeting
held on the 22 June 2017.

Selection process

Further information: President of India
8 Selection process

The president is elected by an electoral
college consisting of the elected members of
both houses of parliament, the elected
members of the Legislative assemblies of
the 29 states and the elected members of the
legislative assemblies of the Union
Territories of Delhi and Puducherry. As of
2017, the electoral college comprises 776
MPs and 4,120 MLAs. The total strength of
Electoral college is 1,098,882 votes. Halfway
mark is 549,442 votes. After state assembly
elections and by-polls of 2017, NDA is short
of nearly 20,000 votes.

The nomination of a candidate for election to
the office of the President must be
subscribed by at least 50 electors as
proposers and 50 electors as seconders. The
election is held in accordance with the
system of proportional representation by

means of the Single transferable vote
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method. The voting takes place by secret
ballot. The manner of election of President
Is provided by Article 55 of the Constitution.

Results

Results will be declared on 20 July 2017.
According to polling after voting was closed
on 17 July 2017, Shri Ram Nath Kovind is
expected to win the presidency with a voting

outcome of 99%.

Electoral College

_?_gitri/z?;on Electors|[NDA UPAHOthers
Eﬂaerwgfnrjr?: 748 413 (112 [223
Andhra Pradesh 174 107 |0 67
Arunachal Pradesh |60 49 11 10
|Assam l126 lse (39 |1 |
[Bihar 243 |58 [178 |7 |
[Chhattisgarh loo |49 39 |2 |
[Delhi [70 l4 |0 |66 |
|Goa I39 23 |16 |o |
|Gujarat [182 1123 [59 o |
|Haryana |oo 48 |17 [es |
Himachal Pradesh (68 28 |36 |4
Jammu and Kashmir|(87 55 |27 |5
|Jharkhand I81 l48 |6 |27 |
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iartrei/z?;on Electors|NDA UPAHomers
|Karnataka ||225 ||46 |121 ||58 |
Kerala 140 1 41 (98
Madhya Pradesh 231 165 (56 |10
Maharashtra 288 188 |93 |7
Manipur 60 37 22 |1
[Meghalaya I59 lia [39 |6 |
[Mizoram l40 5 34 |1 |
INagaland leo lso |2 Jo8 |
lodisha 147 J1o |16 [121 |
[Punjab l117 lis (77 |22 |
[Puducherry |30 I8 |17 |5 |
|Rajasthan |200 161 [24 |5 |
Sikkim 32 21 |11 o
Tamil Nadu 234 0 (98 [134
[Telangana I119 s |13 |o8 |
[Tripura l60 o B |57 |
|Uttar Pradesh [403 325 [56 |22 |
|Uttarakhand |70 57 |11 |2 |
IWest Bengal |294 6 39 [e49 |
|

[Total (Assembly) 4,852 |2,204|1,288]1,360

Electoral votes

Party Lok |Raj |State |Tot
Party/All Consi Sab [ya |Assem |al Percen
iance + ha |Sab|[blies [Vot |tage

S Vot [|ha |Votes |es
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es |[Vot
es

BJP,
SHS,
TDP,
LJSP,
SAD,
RLSP,
AD,
GFP,

MGP 237, (49,5

888 (60

527,

0
371 48.10%

NDA 239,923

AINRC

JKPD
P,
NPF,
NPP,
PMK,
SDF,
SWP

AIAD
MK
YSRC
P,

JD (L),
BJD,
TRS,I
NLD &
IND

Other
Parties

50,2 20,5
68 (32

133,

0
907 12.20%

63,107

Government Total (Including Non|661,

A 60.30%
NDA Parties' support) 278 °

15.90%

UPA ‘

INC, |34,6 (46,0 173,
IUML, |92 (20 849
244

‘93,137




RSP,
KC
(M),
DMK

AITC,
CPI(M)

NCP.,S
P,
BSP,
AAP,
Other RJD |60,1 474 260,
Parties 80 (36 152,776 392
AIUDF
, JDS,
JMM,
AlIMI
M,
CPl,
JKNC

23.80%

. 434,
Opposition Total 221 39.70%
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Chapter 58
HOW IS THE PRESIDENT

OF INDIA ELECTED ?

The President of India is elected by an
electoral college - but that is only the tip of
the iceberg.

As Pranab Mukherjee nears the end of his
five-year presidential term, the Opposition
parties are yet to prop up a consensus
candidate while the Government, too, is in
consultations within its party and allieson a
probable nominee. The President cannot be
elected by the people of the state
themselves. If the case was such, the
President could claim direct power of the
people since they voted for her. In 1848,
Louis Napolean, who was elected as head of

state by a direct vote of the people,
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overthrew the French republic and claimed
he was the emperor since he had been
directly elected. Keeping this incident in
mind, the President ofIndia is elected
indirectly.

But what does indirect mean?

The President of India is elected by an
electoral college. This college comprises the
elected representatives of the government
that form the government after being
elected in the state assembly and national
elections. The citizens of the country directly
elect these representatives. It is these
elected representatives who then vote for
the President, in theory representing the
people who would ideally vote for the
President. Nominated members of state
assemblies and the two Houses are not
allowed to participate in the presidential
election as they have been nominated by the

President herself. Issuing whips to garner
votes for a particular candidate is also

prohibited.

All MPs and MLAs have a certain
number of votes

However, a lengthy calculation designates

the value of votes of every elected MLA and
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MP. For the MLA, the number is decided by
the total population of the state divided by
the number of elected members to the
legislative assembly, further divided by
1000. The population data is taken from the
1971 census. This census will be used until
2026.

For example, the total population of
Madhya Pradesh in 1971 was 30,017,180.
The total number of elected members of the
legislative assembly is 230. So the value of
vote ofan MLA will be:

30,017,180
1000 * 230

The value of the vote of an MP is decided by
dividing the total value of votes of all MLAs
of the whole country, divided by the total
number of elected MPs in Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha.

The total value of the state vote is
calculated by multiplying the value of vote
of one ML A with the total number of elected
MLASs.
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How do these ML As and MPs vote?

Unlike a traditional ballot, where the voter
casts one vote only for her selected
candidate, a presidential election ballot does
not follow this system. What it follows is the
Single Transferable Vote system. According
to this, each voter marks out her preference
for the presidential candidate. If there are

five candidates for example, the voter will
give five preferences. It is mandatory to give

a first preference as the vote will be

declared invalid in its absence. However, if
the voter doesn’t give other preferences, the

vote will be considered valid.

First President of India, Dr Rajendra Prasad.
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Vote Quota

The vote quota has come about as a result of
Proportional Representation which ensures
equal representation to all groups. Simply
casting votes or indicating preference is not
enough as the person with the most number
of votes or first preference does not win the
presidential election. The total number of
valid votes decide how many votes will a
candidate need in order to be declared
winner. This number is divided by two and
added to one to form the benchmark of
winning. For example, if there are 50,000
valid votes, then the candidate would
require (50,000/2)+1, which is equal to
25,001 votes.

Should any candidate fail to reach the vote
guota, the candidate with the minimum
number of votes is eliminated and her votes
are transferred to the other candidates on
the basis of the second preference. If the
vote quota is achieved, a winner emerges
but if it doesn't, the candidate with the least
number of votes is eliminated again and
others get her votes on the basis of the third
preference.
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Firstwoman President of India, Pratibha Patil,
who served as Head of the State before
Pranab Mukherjee.

Once the vote quota is achieved by one
candidate, the winner is announced.

Consider this example. Out of four
candidates, A, B, C, and D, the results of the

first preference counting are:

A: 19,000
B: 8,000

C: 13,000
D: 10,000

In this case, candidate B will be eliminated
and her votes will be distributed to the rest
of the candidates on the basis of the second
preference. Post this, suppose, A gets 3000
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votes, C gets 2000 votes and D gets 3000
votes. The new results are:

A: 22,000
C: 15,000
D:13, 000

Now, candidate D gets eliminated with,
suppose, A getting 2,000 votes and C getting
11,000 votes.

A: 24,000
C: 26,000

Exceeding the vote quota, candidate C will
be declared as the President of India.
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Chapter 59
ELECTION OF THE

PRESIDENT OF INDIA

Article 52 States that there shall be a
President of India. The executive powers of
the Union shall be vested in the President.
He, as the head of a state, symbolises the
nation. In some democratic systems, the
head of the state is also the head of the
government and, therefore, he will also be
the head of the political executive. The US
Presidency represents this form. In Britain,
the monarch is the symbolic head,
representing the British nation. The powers
of the Government are vested in the political
office of the Prime Minister. In Indian
Parliamentary democracy we have adopted
the latter form. The President of India is the
first citizen and represents the Indian
nation and does not, therefore, belong to any
particular political party. He is elected by
the representatives of the people through an
Electoral College.

Article 54 of the constitution says:

"The President shall be elected by the
members of an electoral college consisting of
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(a) The elected members of both Houses of
Parliament and

(b) The elected members of the Legislative
Assemblies of the States (including National
Capital Territory of Delhi and the Union
Territory of Pondicherry vide the
Constitution 70th amendment Act, 1992)."

Thus in the election of the President the
citizens play no direct partand he is elected
indirectly by the representatives or the
people, like the American President but no
special electoral college is elected, as in the
case of America. Another point of difference
that may be noted is that the election of the
President of India is by the system of
proportional representation, by the single
transferable vote, as provided by Article
55@3) of the Constitution, while the
American President is elected by the
straightvote system.

Preference For Indirect Election

The process of election of the President of
India is original and no other Constitution
contains a similar procedure. The question
was considerably debated in the Constituent
Assembly. It was argued by many members

that the electoral college consisting of the
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elected members of Central Legislature as
well as those of the Legislative Assemblies
of the States was not sufficiently
representative of Peoples' will. Some
members, therefore, favoured the system of
direct election by the people instead of an
indirect round-about method, because such
a system would be most democratic and it
would make the President a direct choice of
the nation. This was, however, not accepted.
The main reasons which influenced the

deliberations of the Constituent Assembly
for determining indirect Presidential

election are:

(1) Firstly, in a country following the
Cabinet system of Government, the office of

titular Chief Executive is a technical one, to
the extent that its duties are largely
prescribed by other authorities (usually by
the Legislature), which requires specific

competence for the performance of its duties
from the incumbent. Very few voters can be
competent to judge wisely of the technical
abilities of the candidates for any particular
office of this type, having specific, limited
and defined functions.

(2) Secondly, if the direct election of the
President were adopted, the Presidential
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candidate who has to carry on an election
campaign from one corner of the country to
another will certainly be put up by some
party or the other, which may cause political

excittment and generate party feelings.
Thus the man elected to the Presidential
office through this means will never be able
to forget his party affiliations. So the ideal
of getting a non-party man outside the
turmoil of party passions and reasonably
respected by all factions to assume the role
of the head of the State will be defeated.
Further, as India is almost a sub-continent
with crores of enfranchised citizens, it would
be impossible to provide an electoral
machinery for the purpose of smooth and
successful Presidential election.

(3) Lastly, a directly elected Chief Executive
may not be content with his position of a
mere constitutional head and can claim to
derive his authority directly from the
people. So, iIf he wanted to assume real

power, it would lead to a constitutional

deadlock and an inevitable clash with the
Cabinet or real executive. This would

definitely produce a confusion of
responsibility.
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Such a contingency had happened when
under the French Constitution of 1848 the
President of the French Republic, Louis
Napoleon, was elected by the direct vote of
the people, and by exploiting this system, he
had overthrown the Republic to establish
the empire with himself as emperor. To
prevent the recurrence of such a
contingency, the French people in their later
constitutions discredited and abandoned the
system of electing the head of State by the
direct vote of the people.

Middle Course

A middle course was chosen by the framers
of the Indian Constitution in order to make
the Presidential office more broad-based.
The electoral college for Presidential
election has been expanded so as to include
the elected members of the State Assemblies
all over India, which means that the
President is chosen by the nation as a
whole, indirectly, through the elected
representatives of the people and is thus not
the representative of a particular
constituency but of the nation. Through this
device he is also not necessarily to be a man
of the majority party in Parliament. This
has also the additional advantage of
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investing the President with greater moral
independence and authority which would
have not been possible, had he been a man
virtually elected by the majority party in
Parliament.

This indirect election of the President of
India takes place with the participation of
both directly elected members of Lok Sabha
and Legislative Assemblies, and indirectly-
elected members of Rajya Sabha. Each
citizen of India is represented in Parliament
and the State Legislative Assembly,
because, the members of Lok Sabha and
MLAs are elected on the basis of universal
adult suffrage. The members nominated by
the President have no right to vote in this
election. Similarly, the members of the
Legislative  Councils of the  State
Legislatures, wherever they exist, have also
been excluded from the electoral college.

Some Pertinent Questions

The Presidential election is not free from
difficulties. Election of the President can be
held even if some seats in the Electoral
College are vacant. Such election cannot be
called in question on the ground of any
vacancy existing for whatever reasons,
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among the members of the Electoral College
electing a person either as President or
Vice-President. Further, a President in
office can change the composition of the
Electoral College by dissolving one or more
hostile Legislative Assemblies under Article
172(1) or 174(26) or under 356(1) of the
Constitution of India.

Under such circumstances how can there by
uniformity in the scale of representation? Is
it under "as far as practicable?” Article
71@), therefore, may be construed as
repugnant to the purposes embodied in
Article 55@). Further, Article 55 is
conspicuously silent on whether there will
be representation of all or each State in the
Presidential election, although there is
vacancy in the electoral College. It only
provides for "the different States." Since
there is no guarantee to ensure non-vacancy

in the Presidential Electoral College, the
phrase, "the elected members of Legislative

Assemblies of States" means only those who

are actually in office at the time of
Presidential Election.

The elected members of a suspended
Assembly are entitled to take part in the

Presidential election. For example, the
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MLAs of Rajasthan participated in the
Presidential Election in 1967 though the
Assembly was kept under suspended
animation under Article 356(1) (c) of the
Constitution.

So also the MLAs of Bihar had cast their
votes in the Presidential Election of 1969.
But holding of election at a time when the
House of the People stands dissolved could
be simply a dangerous practice. In view of
these possible mischiefs, neither the
Constitution nor the Eleventh Amendment
provided for any remedy against creation of
calculated or premeditated vacancies in the
electoral college.

The framers of the Constitution have not
provided against election of the President by
a lame-duck Electoral College. It is
generally expected that a newly-elected
Electoral College will elect the President but
the new Electoral College might not have
come into existence when the Presidential
Election is due or the term of the House of
People is extended under Article 83(2) of the
Constitution. If the term of the House is
extended, the President may be elected by
the lame-duck Electoral College. Under
Article 56(1)(c), the President continues in
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office until his successor enters upon the
office. It can neither be extended nor
postponed under normal circumstances.

The Presidential election must be held
before the expiration of his term of office.
The Election Commission shall issue the
notification on or as soon as conveniently
may be, after, the sixtieth day before the
expiration of the term of office of the out-
going President or Vice-President, as the
case may be. The election of the President
must be completed within the time fixed by
Article 62(1). Thus, the time limit is
mandatory.

In case of death, resignation or removal by
impeachment, the election of the President
by the lame-duck Electoral College is
Imperative. There is scope for the exercise of
discretion by the Election commission of
India in favour of the party in power by
completing the election by the lame-duck
Electoral College within the prescribed
period of sixty days. But there should be a
categorical provision in the constitution
prohibiting such Presidential election by the
Electoral College.
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However, the architects of the constitution
intended an extensive electoral college as a
necessary institutional prerequisite for their
own conception of the office. The

Presidential constituency is wider than the
constituencies meant for electing the
members of the Union Parliament. It also
does not embrace the entire national
electorate. Consequently, the incumbent
does not remain responsible to the Union
Parliament alone. Being indirectly elected,
the President is not likely to develop
political ambitions so as to provide alternate
political leadership. The nature of
composition of the Presidential Electoral
College has made him the golden thread of
Federal relationship. In the context of the
recently-emerging federal trends of the

Indian constitutional system and the radical
changes in the political scene after 1967, the

Presidential office is pregnant with

possibilities of far-reaching consequences
and even as the actual balancing-wheel of

our federal polity.

Procedure for the Election of the
President

The Constitution provides for the election of
the President by the system of proportional
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representation by means of the single
transferable vote. The Constitution also
provides for weighting of votes in the
election of the President based on two
fundamental principles. First, to secure as
far as possible, uniformity in the scale of
representation of different States of the
Union, which emphasises the similarity in
the status of the States of the Union. And
secondly, to secure parity between the
States as a whole and the Union in order to
work up the idea of federal compact. For the
purpose of securing such uniformity and
parity the following method is laid down.
this method makes the Presidential election
complicated.

In order to secure uniformity in the scale of
representation of the different States it is
provided that every elected member of the
Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha) of a
State has to cast as many votes as there are
multiples of one thousand in the quotient
obtained by dividing the population of the
State by the total number of elected
members of the Assembly, and if, after
taking the said multiples of one thousand,
the remainder is not less than five hundred,
the votes of each member referred to above
are further increased by one. To put it in
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simpler words, each member of the electoral
college who is a member of a State
Legislative Assembly will have a number of
votes calculated as follows:

Total Population of the State

Divided by 1000

Total number of elected members in the
Legislative Assembly.

Fractions exceeding one half being counted
as one.

The following illustrations explain the
method of calculation:

(1) "The population of Andhra Pradesh is

43502,708. Let us take the total number of
elected members in the Legislative
Assembly of Andhra Pradesh to be 294. To
obtain the number of votes which each such

elected member will be entitled to cast at
the election of the President we have first to

divide 43,502,708 (which is the population)
by 294 (which is the total number of elected
members), and then to divide the quotient

by 1,000. In this case the quotient is
147,968.3945. The number of votes which
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each such member will be entitled to cast
would be 147,968.3945/1000 i.e. 148.

(ii) Again, the population of Punjab is
1,35,51,060. Let us take the total number of
elected members of the Legislature of
Punjab to be 117. Now applying the
aforesaid process, if we divide 1,3551,060
(i.e. the population) by 117 (i.e. the total
number of elected members), the quotient is
115821.0256. Therefore, the number of votes
which each member of the Punjab
Legislature would be entitled to cast is
115,821.0256/1000 i.e. 116.

Each elected member of either House of
Parliament shall have such number of votes

as may be obtained by dividing the total
number of votes assigned to the members of
the Legislative Assemblies of the States
under sub-clauses (a) and (b) by the total
number of the elected members of both
Houses of Parliament, fractions exceeding
one-half being counted as one and other
fractions being disregarded.

Total number of votes assigned to the
elected members of the State Assemblies
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Total number of elected members of both
Houses of the Parliament

Fractions exceeding one-half being counted
as one.

For the Presidential election, the population
of a State is taken to be the population at
the last preceding census.

Proportional Representation

Article 55(3) of Indian Constitution requires
that the President should be elected in
accordance with the system of proportional
representation by means of the single
transferable vote.

The underlying principle of proportional
representation is to prevent the exclusion of
minorities from the benefits of the State,
and to give each minority group an effective
share in the political life. The aim of
proportional representation is to give every
division of opinion among electors
corresponding representation in national or
local assemblies. In the ordinary mode of
election known as "straight voting system",
what happens is that a candidate getting
the support of the numerically largest group
Is elected, although the combined strength
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of all other candidates representing
different other parties may far out-number
his supporters. The result is that the elected
candidate cannot be said to represent the

opinion of the majority of the electorate as a
whole. The following illustrations will amply
reveal this fact.

In Nandigram South (Midnapore)
constituency of the West Bengal State, the
following is the ledger of polling:

P.C. Jena (Congress) 15,320

Bhupal Panda (Communist Party) 14,926
I.C. Mahapatra (Jan Sangh) 5,204

K.L. Bera (KMPP) 3,184

38,634

It may be noticed that though 23,314 people

voted against the Congress and only 15,320
in favour of it, yet the seat went to

Congress.

This kind of anomaly is sought to be avoided
by the system of Proportional Represen-
tation, and it is claimed that if this system
Is practised all the parties or shades of
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political opinion amongst the electorate will
secure the number of seats in the elected
body according to their respective strength
amongst the electorate.

How the Single Transferable Vote
System Works

The best known form of Proportional
Representation is that of the "Single
Transferable Vote", which means that each
elector has only one vote, irrespective of the
number of seats to be filled up. For instance,
If there are six seats to be filled up, the
elector does not cast six votes but indicates
six successive preferences, by marking his
first preference and the succeeding
preferences with the appropriate numerals
against the name of candidates printed on
his ballot paper.

Quota of Votes

In the ordinary straight voting system a
candidate who secures the highest number
of votes is declared elected, while under the
Proportional Representation system any
member who secures the necessary quota of
votes is declared elected. There are several
ways of finding out the quota, but the most

common method is to divide the total
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number of valid votes cast by the total
number of seats in the constituency plus one
and add one to the quotient. The formula
may be represented as follows:

Total number of valid votes cast
Quota = - et ]

Total number of seats to be filled +1

Supposing there are 100 valid voting papers
and four seats are to be filled up. In order,
therefore, to determine the quota 100 is
divided by 4 plus 1, i.e. 5 and the quotient
arrived at, namely 20, is increased by one so
that the quota is 21. After the quota is fixed,
any candidate whose total number of first
preference votes is equal to or exceeds the
guota is forthwith declared elected.

Distribution of Surplus Votes

Each successful candidate's surplus votes of
first preferences which are now of no use to
him, are transferred to other candidates
proportionately to the second preferences
indicated on the whole of his papers (except
that the second preferences shown for any
other candidate already elected are ignored
and the third preferences on those papers
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taken instead). The point is that every vote
shall be made effective and not allowed to go
waste, while under the ordinary system of
representation, the votes of many electors
are of no use.

Elimination of the Bottom Candidate

If all the seats are filled upon this second
count, the election is completed. But if all
the required number of candidates do not
reach the quota by the distribution of
surplus first preferences votes of the
candidates who have received more than the
guota, the process is reversed by dropping
out the candidate who has the least number
of first preferences. The whole of his votes
are transferred to the other not yet elected
candidates in accordance with the next
available preferences shown on his papers
(next available means next excluding
candidates already elected). If this does not
suffice to fill the remaining seat or seats, the
process is repeated by the exclusion of the
candidate now at the bottom of polls and the
transfer of his votes as a whole In
accordance with the next available
preferences shown on his papers. Eventually
in this way all seats are filled.
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Irrespective of the fact that a number of
seats may have to be filled, this system
postulates one vote for each voter with the
reservation that this single vote is
transferred to other candidates. This is the
reason why this system is known as "single
transferable vote system."

The question of proportional representation
in one sense can arise only in a multiple-
member constituency when there are
several seats to be filled up. In that case, the
surplus votes are transferred to or
distributed amongst the different candidates
In order to get the number of members
required to be elected, according to the
procedure indicated above. Under the
Constitution of India members of the Upper
House of Parliament and of the State
Legislature are elected according to the
above formula.

How  Proportional Representation
Works in the Election of the Indian
President

In the case of the election of the President
and the Vice-President there is, however,
only one member to be elected. In this case,
the Government of India has, nevertheless,
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prescribed the manner iIn which the
proportional representation is to work. The
method prescribed is generally known as the
"alternative vote" in a single-member
constituency. The following illustration
would explain it more fully.

The total number of valid votes is 15,000
and there are four candidates, A,B.C,D.
Suppose, they have polled votes as follows:

A, 5,250
B 4,800
C o e 2,700
Do 2,250

In the ordinary system of election by simple

majority vote, A would be elected forthwith
since a voter in this system marks only one
preference and as such no question of
counting any further preferences, say the
second or the third, arises. In the case of the
"alternative vote system" it is, however, not
so, as it may be that the second best

candidate may be declared elected, as
against the candidate who might have

secured the majority of first preference

272



votes. In the illustration mentioned above
the quota will be -

15,000
c- +1 = 7501
1+1

No candidate who secures less than 7,501
votes can, in this case of election through
the system of proportional representation,
be elected. It thus follows that if a candidate
iIs able t secure 7,501 or more first
preference votes in his favour, he is
immediately declared elected and there does
not remain any need to take a second or
subsequent count. But if, as in the given
case, no candidate has secured this quota,
the subsequent preferences have to be
counted, until a candidate securing the
prescribed limit of votes is found out. The
Presidential and Vice-Presidential Election
Rules 1952 prescribes the procedure for
counting up the subsequent preferences as
follows:

"- If at the end of the first or any subsequent

count, the total number of votes credited to

any candidate is equal to, or greater than,

the quota, or there is any one continuing
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candidate, that candidate is declared
elected.

- If at the end of any count, no candidate can
be declared elected -

(a) exclude the candidate who upto that
stage has been credited with the lowest
number of votes;

(b) examine all the ballot papers in his
parcel and sub-parcels, arrange the
unexhausted papers in sub-parcels
according to the next available preferences
recorded thereon for the continuing
candidates; count the number of votes in
each such sub-parcel and credit it to the
candidate for whom such preference is
recorded; transfer the sub-parcel of all the
exhausted papers; and

(c) see whether any of the continuing
candidates has, after such transfer and
credit, secured the quota. If, when a
candidate has to be excluded under clause
(a) above, two or more candidates have been
credited with the same number of votes and
stand lowest on the poll, exclude that
candidate who has secured the Ilowest
number of first preferences votes, and if that

number also was the same in the case of two
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or more candidates, decide by lot which of
them shall be excluded.

All sub-parcels of exhausted papers referred
to in clause (b) above, shall be set apart as
finally dealt with and the votes recorded
thereon shall not thereafter be taken into
account."”

It would, therefore, be seen that in case
where no member has obtained the quota
votes fixed for election, the prescribed
method of transfer of votes follows a process
of elimination of the candidate who is at the
lowest rung in the order of polling according
to the first preference and so on, till at last
such a candidate is found who has obtained
the quota of votes or if there is no such
candidate, all candidates except one are, one
after the other, eliminated from the field.
The candidate who survives the process of
elimination is in such a case returned as the
President or Vice-President, as the case may
be.

An application of this process to the
illustration given above would reveal that D

will be the first to be eliminated, and the
second preferences recorded in the 2,250
ballot papers on which he has obtained the
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first preference will be transferred to the
remaining candidates, namely A, B, and C.
Supposing in these 2250 ballot papers the
second preferences are recorded as follows:-

In favour of A ..... ..... 300
B.......... 1050
C.er . 900

These will be transferred and added to the
first preferences in favour of A, B and C as

follows:-

A .....5,250 + 300 = 5,550

B ....4,800+ 1050 = 5,850
C....2,700 + 900 = 3,600

Now in the second count, therefore, C
having obtained the last number of votes is

eliminated and 3,600 votes secured by him
are once again transferred to A and B in the

order of third preferences recorded thereon.

Suppose the third preferences on the 3,600
ballot papers recorded in favour of A and B
are 1700 and 1900 respectively the result of
this second transfer would then be as under:
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A ....5550+ 1,700 = 7,250
B...5850+1900=7,750

B having, therefore, in this case secured the
guota of votes is elected and it is no longer
necessary to count the fourth preference.
The illustration thus shows that although B
had secured lesser number of first
preferences votes as compared to A, yet B is
elected by virtue of the second preferences
obtained by him. This apparently
anomalous result is justified on the
reasoning that if the views of the electors
are assessed through the doctrine of
proportional representation it is clearly
revealed that B is preferred and supported
by a numerically larger number of electors
than A and as such he is the one elected by
a majority.

The present system of election for the
President has been adopted under the
Constitution of India, in order to maintain
the neutrality of the head of State, which
both the ceremonial functions in any
federation and the specific powers under a
parliamentary systtem demand and also to
render it acceptable to as wide a body of

opinion as possible. But it should be
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remembered that the presidential office can
be kept above political turmoils only if the
majority party at the Centre willingly
consults minority parties also before a
nomination is announced. This is desirable
because, despite the provision that for the
election of the President the votes of the
members of Parliament be equal to those of
the Assemblies of all the States taken
together, the possibility cannot be set aside
that State Legislatures may at any time be

dominated by parties other than the party
in power at the Centre and in such a case

they might be able to defeat a nominee of
the majority party at the Centre.
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Chapter 60
RAM NATH KOVIND ELECTED
INDIA'S 14" PRESIDENT, TO
TAKE OATH ON JULY 25

Giving India its second Dalit President,
former Bihar Governor Shri Ram Nath
Kovind today won the presidential election
with a very comfortable margin against
Opposition nominee Smt. Meira Kumar.

After final round of counting, Shri Ram
Nath Kovind got 2,930 votes with a value of
702,044 out of a total of 10,69,358.

With the backing of the ruling National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) and few other
parties, Shri Kovind's victory in the race to
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the Rashtrapati Bhavan was a cakewalk
and much expected.

Incumbent Shri Pranab Mukerhjee's last
day as president will be on July 24 and
Shri Kovind Ji's oath-taking as India's 14%
President will be on the day after.

President-elect Shri Ram Nath Kovind will
be administered oath by the Chief Justice of
India Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar in the
Central Hall of Parliament.

Shri Pranab Mukherjee had also taken
charge on July 25, 2012.
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Chapter 61
MAN FROM INDIA'S LOWEST

CASTE ELECTED PRESIDENT

A relatively unknown political operator and
member of India's lowest Dalit caste has
been elected as the country's 14th President.

Shri Ram Nath Kovind, who until recently
was Governor of the Eastern State of Bihar,
won an overwhelming majority to beat
opposition Congress party candidate, Meira
Kumar, a former parliament speaker and
also a member of the Dalit community.

Shri Kovind secured 2,930 votes in a secret
nationwide ballot involving near to 5,000
lawmakers from the central parliament and
state legislatures. Shri Kumar received
1,844 votes.

The election of 71-year-old Kovindji, the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
candidate, is widely viewed as part of a
strategy by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to widen support among India's 200 million-
strong Dalit community.

Kovind Ji is the second Dalit to become

Indian president, after K. R. Narayanan, in
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office from 1997 to 2002. Dalits, who are
often referred to as untouchables, occupy
the lowest rung on India's caste system.
Traditionally viewed as "impure" the group

continues to grapple with persecution and
exclusion.

Kovindji, a lawyer by training who has
practiced in both the Delhi High Court and
Supreme Court, has never held popularly
elected office and lacks an independent
power base. For the last two years he has
occupied the Governorship of Bihar, a
position appointed by the Prime Minister.
He also served as the national spokesman of
the BJP between 2010 and 2012.

Ceremonial role
Though the five-year post is largely
ceremonial, Kovindji's election will help
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strengthen PM Modi's grip on power, say
analysts.

"PM Modi would not Ilike anyone in
Rashtrapati Bhavan (the President's House)
who can question him, that's why Shri
Kovind was picked," said Shri Satish Misra,
a senior fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation, an independent think tank
based in Delhi.

Unlike the American President, and in line
with other Westminster-style governments,
the role of India's president lacks any real
executive authority. All decisions taken by
the president require the approval of the
prime minister and the council of ministers.

India's Great Traveling Salesman?

However, each piece of legislation passed by
parliament requires the president's sign-off.
As a result, the President can delay key
legislation taken by the Prime Minister, and
can symbolically signal disapproval of
controversial bills.

Having a compliant President will help PM
Modi if parliament does not cooperate with
his agenda. The Prime Minister can pass
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ordinances, similar to a US executive order,
with the approval of the president, said Shri
Shailesh Kumar, a senior analyst with the
Eurasia Group.

Dalit identity

Analysts point to the recent rise in mob
violence directed at minorities as among the
BJP's primary motives in selecting Kovindji.
"There's a disillusionment among the
Dalits,” said Satish Misra. "That's why it's
necessary for the ruling party to send a
signal that we are with you."

Kovindji is also a member of the the Koli
Ethnic Group, an important voting bloc in
PM Modi's home State of Gujarat. A survey
by the Centre for Study of Developing
Societies found that members of the Koli
community, many of whom are Dalit,
switched their support from the Congress
Party to the BJP between 2007 and 2012.

"Until now, Dalits never voted for the BJP.
But in 2014, some percentage of the votes
went to the BJP,” Misra added. "The fact
remains that Dalits constitute over 20% of
the Indian population and they're a vote
bank."
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v/l 62

Jh jle ulfk difon dk ifjp;

NDA ¥ TFUTd UG & 3FHAGIR 9Ii¥d fhd 9w faer
& ToIAUTS AAAY Hlfdg A1 3R YA & FEAR
AET H Igd & IR Al & THAY PG P FA
FIAYI SEd el & SIYR & UF oK ¥ Mg udw H
1 37FgaT 1945 T T UL Telb HATAT HT At ANHAA
RerdAd R AT & aH Agere g1, T HUS g
gl # Tl B . M difde S F1 faae 30 73
1974 T 3T AL 3MUDT Ukl 1 ATH ARAT ST & A
St Tl e & wrfa &,

UR RS R :

THATY Flde S & gRAS &1 TR & g
gegR IR URfAe T qF ArIHn faaed 4@
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gs. 3Hd I g% PHY USTe P &b AT T el
3ol BEYT 6 BNSD inter college geeiloiel &
TSR d &I @ Uers Qi &I Ed 9 mua
DAV college & &Y. &1 fopaT. 50 a5 Y &f diasT
d THTAId DT USTs A & dIG TGed] Uels diad deof
. ool # ® X Afga afdds & I vag &
& TSTH Y U UrE I AfhT FET Far & a9y
TARS JaT H I g WAlBY BIS gL

PRI T YT :

TUTART & a6 ST 1975 H 3ol ool gsdle
gehleld § BRAT T YR . 1977 H FedT e
N FIBR I P G JHAAY DIfdg deblelld TUT
HAY 2 ART S @8 & faeh afda a4,

ST BRI 6T Y3 -

ARR S 2O & Ak g a9 & 9§ g% HSW
Agca & TG A . A Fifdg H WRAT FAar
Ut 9 1990 A HRAY WNhEAT @ [Ehe BAT oAb
g% god §R IW. 1993 T 1997 # Ul F SR UGy A
al IR TSTEHAT A, eqb dlc 2007 & HlEAQY EgTd
& HETAIGY NPFAT § A oG offhd g 1T
THAATY i D Jd USer CTaT dAaHbid aroad
& @y FeEAT Y @ b %
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AT Hifdg St & Sfad @& FAgcagol &or -

o THAAY Fifdg & faaT & FoH FAecaqul &7
3TET 2015 T AT o9 g% &8I & TIUT
afta & sugawr & fiodr & Iy | o
& glrd AT & T 3reger 3R @A
HRAT HRY AR & e o & .
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v/l 63
difon th u viu edw d¥
nu dj cuk fnsk cljhr %

Tgufd garg & foU R Sear wiéEl J 3mA
TRl &1 T e fGar . vadiv dr 3R A R
& AlNET TUET JAAY Afdg ygufd ug F
SFAIGAR BT, dIdY & 3eTeT HAT A’ F WHIR
B OF HHT & GRIF SHPI VA fhIAT. ITUHT aar
¢ o5 ag &Y dd ¥ FOI Iofa & divfdea w
S ¥. ot WeR RUEaHT ga ] § $6 87T oo
& TR T ISTUTS g1 I=AT AT.

/AR
NDA & 3#Higar glar &lfdg

ST THATR Pifdig & IR # S @I 1.

-gy¥ 1994 ¥ 2006 & I & IR TITHT LT T
Yh JAATY Hifde 37 YT & gy T & W &
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gl pifdg AT & g anfd At & vaw
M ® &

- TgUfd & 3FAGAR AT T JAAY Plide 3R
USRI & HAY Seld & fHard §

- 1977 # qd ygEeEdT ARRGT SO & favdw
FRIEN IfAE ® T &

- g AT JoTTH T & b &

- 31 R HISUT IHEd #AET d IET e g
TER Uahl 3T WA & ATHA T Td .

-tREgR #A 7T & g W Rd ¢y I Y Jar &
for gafda gTur Rey 0a Jar frE & meiad
eI

-uRar # uefl v g 3R TH gy

-dg A A R ddd P diE hifdg TR UST T
TSIUTA IdeT dTel gy =Ifeh .

- Aqy, wifelardie &Y SC/ST ITHW FAA & T,
e FAWY, dQfegd FATEE, ARl ARcd, AT
TSTTHAT TBTHIT HACT
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FAafdé, awas

-HIT, NS A6 T, | IM, PYeThrdr

- 2002 # HIH Y H ATHHAT H AR B A
TR

BIAYT SFIT A FIM S

3ol PIAYY Geld &l SIY dediel & g gdg &
TR AT Pifde o galsa I—ad & dhrad 9
HRAT BT YT B A, 9§ 1977 H FAdT TR H
AR T & d¢ Ig deblelld TURHHAN FARR S
O & Aol ¥ 99 &, 5Td 9 WS Adcd &
qush # 3T,

Irgeny e F W gar & el o gwear

WiE T #1945 F SeH THAY didg H URAS
TRA&TT Heeqi eelleh & IMH WAG TRUST TrRIfAs
qd AeIAS TIET g3, FAR AT & feauad
PR Te adietr 30T R P dG Sud el T &
wiA T 3 af dree 9 AT =aE @Y e g
.
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PIfde o Beell & WY 1AS AT Tdem W gId #
U @1, Afhed AT HAT & TSI Tellgs qar A
TG B U AIBY AT A1, e 1975 H JTUIADI
& g6 AT Ul H WHR gad W g aa FT
ARRSY TR & [ @k ® I, Fdar gt &
WHR #A gHHA PE & JAW FBIR & 0 W
o fha.

HBTIAT Pl T AT IRTTR

foeR & #AlSEr TSIUE THAA difde 3ua i
HSIT A T BIC & ha Iar & &6 e ama A
PG AT YJh ADEA IRITER & FT A g A
b §. 34 I3 HE IR g T Raaras T
g
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v/l 64
difon t d jk; Thuk g
rd di vuk[lk 1Qj

feR & Hqayd Tura AT dfdg H Sha
TIHIT U ¥ T HHT VT 20 JeIS B @
SN, dF AR 30 dd &1 ¢ b b Ad &1
AT AT SITET BT §.

17 s WHIR AN A 3@ qgafad & fow
Ade & for IR §. s@% v vadiv grr @xda
TAAY Fidg AR Rfuer H «6 8 A AR A=
# § Jdfrd RER & qdud TsTuTdl THATY e
&1 ST FTITHIT TR & R SFH VA 20 Fo$ B
o STUIN. 9F SR 58 d1d #T & b 3% Sfid &
3dT AT saer 8T §. Sid & 3R B g8 &
forr g & ATWOT AR TG &Y €. Sfia @
3T fFaar AT @RI Sdar & 9T fauet B Sewr
ST,

Hipst F TAATYT Hfde BT TAST AN

grelfes AT FAR a1 17 Queh gt & a7 da uw ¥
oAfehed dicT & AHS A g Pifdg I Hh s
fom W & 37Ps AN A ® & & IHAY Pifeie
T APUTT TAAT AT T &,
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3T JiepEt Y I W Al gard aTE Hael H
TASIU &l ded &l ©. UASIT & 527 i@ dic §
el R Fdiw & 353 AM@ dl T I RS F
YR W HRFAT AW TAST § L7401 dc TS
£ 3R dodr {ld giéar 3k it & a9k
T A & ar off TARW 93 AR arel | T G@ar

g

AT Pifdg & gaAFT & vadiw ik R e
e urfcat &1 631 HrEeT die & dF aY Ta3w &
U g AT 489 BrEdl ale ¥ 3R #% 37 IR
AT ey uiRat v fHemaR Ig st 63 BT
deh Ugd STl &
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AT AR, dRNT UeaA¥d AR TEAWI Ta UF
ATIHA & Gt THAY HIfdg H ahl® HT b §.
qdIT & UAE °U<Hh gl AR AT H FDN ell
WE S6y, diofe, d3med R arasmEd v &
3FHACIR TAATY Pifdg P dIE d BT Vel HI
T %

JANY Bifde B FASTA &1 grefl IR TAgw aiear
A S6g (191 PRIET), TIMSTETHD (5.39 HRIGT), dote
(299 B, ANRTE (2 FHAY), ASTHIREAT (153
Hraen) 3R el (0.38 BRAET) . THBTEUHE &
Al IET A TAST IFAGIR B AT & &1 hyer
form ¥, 589 @Ifdg & A AR W FAors ded
Tifrer o ST §.

gH® Heal 3R e A HawA g Iga IR
Raure aca o tadiv geanflt & @@da da &
ad W b P, Jafe FAM Ut Fur AN @D
ARG HWGAY Tga AT & AR A AR &
THIT 7§

geam AEY 3R 3T A I Fe

3R TAEW gRT AT THay drfdg i Sha
T A I T 3 IR & A A Ag A
g HAT AE & b H AT @EN. tgd F & q¥
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e ¥ Ul 3R @R W AT UHs a1 gob
A-emE i AN F [T Ig AT AdwaT H 3R
SOGT el arell arfad e, 3ifAa e & oft urdt
$ 3T db & I8 Thd HAGMT JEeT &l /AW
fer STeen. 319 G& 3dd Aqed Al 0 U A
Sid &ffer & gh & STBIsad Ugel IS dE Hel
AEY fauef o o & @

T SR 20 JelTS DI WA BN o dlel hr faeAel
BT 3R S T 3 ITIN. 25 Jlls P &A & T
TEUTT UG AN HHTC.
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v/;k; 65
difon th u; in d fy;
Icl mi;Dr mEeinokj

BIP THST AIS &#T dod & dIg BIP & IET FCTET
ffFaur F apufd ug & v Iy FHifde & ara
T Mo Y §| TS TH IR I & B B &
TAATY difdg AR AT § 3aawr ugufa ug &
SFHCIR T db BT THI...

JHATYT BTG BT 3T dh BT BT

o TH AY HIfdeq BT TeHA Teh gy 1945 A
AT UG &b BAYR T A (@dAT F HAYR
gerd faar ), aedlel 3IR & vh o F G
i@ A g3m

o Pifdee BT FFaeT BRI A el JAfd T & ST
A UG A HggRAT SIfd & deid e

o ThId H UM o & g et 3=
SATATIT H Tphleld URFH HI|

e TE 1977 ¥ 1979 dF ool T dlc H &g
TIPR & TJhd Tl

o 8 3MITET 2015 AT R & TSIUTA & UG W

faghe gul
ay 1991 #H HRAT FAdr gt # mfder §U|
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g¥ 1994 F IW WU I & IsT TAT &
IGEUEGERY

ay 2000 # GA: STRUS T @ AT §HT &6
foe fadifaa go|

Pifdee TIMAR 12 ¥ dFH JoF AT & TG
|

IE ARART STAdT Urel & IET gaht oY T&
gg T gfeld A/™T & I JAeme 3R
AT ARSI Prell AT HeTaT o Rl

ay 1986 # gferd a9t & @I TEIar A &
FAeFAT Y [
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v/l 66

difon th d fy; [l g vixjh

TgUfd & fow TA3IT 3FdcaR THAATY difdg & AT
IR 38 IR WHe| THIR &1 & F Tgufd goaa
& v RuaaanEt d g9 griaas 3R g6 #
I AT 3R ofis @1 & TEE dic 3EdT| 3T Od
& @ 50 X TgUfd & gara H T BV A
TS 39T & g &

Ugell R ¢ & ypufad & fow gt sedfcar g
Sl WIS ITIRT & gfldl &1 g el Siar gl
gafoT 3T & et 3R @wer & A g fadr
@3 T Ghdr M Afha vASv IFHCIR THATY
PIfde 3aT TCGUH 3 & AT 3ABT TaIar AR g1

afeT g3 @M

UEell R IR # T Auree 3R @rwg Ao &
¥ g9 T a9 aE ¥ R sad " seelgar o
gford &1 3 a1l HROT HT ddY Tgufd ga@ 3T
& oIt @@ @ gar ©l

TEUfd gaa # JaEed & RATE 3R wGa A
faurges &1 AT dog 208 ¥ 3@ oA @ 3w @
HTSTUT AU & AT &1 Fed 1872 §3T| S TAST
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SFHICIR Pl & AT Ugell R 0Fr & & & &6
IORT ¥ T oY Tgufd sFAcar @ gt faarent
® AT T T/T &1 TET b AT TeLdT & AT Pl
AT 708 ¥ WH H IO ¥ o AhEAT HH Tl
HISUT & @id # gl €| @l 0T Teedl &l A
dog 1416 8 T T

I ¢ Aures

IORT Fe : 3f Awer e, 3eRr gfyor: aeeg
ST |, HERT JHIT : gHAAT G aRPT |, TeAGY
T gam g WA MR FAR MNAS |, Bleq
R scawa g glea | wdeEe: Sae gl aF
: Telt eTforent R, 3MRT 3 91 yEg 97 3
Y Hear & Rumes g1 3Ed AN 3URIN,
g R gl 3 ST gde I & sisaR
AT ©F [AuUrge Ugell R Ugafd & garg # @i
HT| Tt At furmet w1 AT dog 18728

I ¢ g

Fd e’ RPN TRhadr & Ugell IR @Ee o TRIA
aere & fouw Tgufd gara # AdGTT HIA DI T
HIHT TM| 3ORT A AhEAT & a1 e §1 gl W
HISTUT I el &l W TIRMBI HORAT R 3R
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ATy I hdeqR @l § w/e 81 el Hiwel
BT AT I 1416 %

g0 U ¥ FNT AdeE

vgufad gara # uar gk & T @Eer AR
faurpl ® Ade bg b AIITAT O o A @
AAT R f&Ir R ¥ w wEe g AU 9w w1
A fRamsd fhd 9w U9 @ AQUT u¥ fAed  (ATR)
SEEI| TgUfa g Mu=irg Adus & ST T %
A Uifeal U HeEdl & fordd @ 3FAGaR &
uel # dic STo & fo fogu SIRT @87 o dardli|

20 Y BRIT el & ey

20 TS I Akt AT AAd Al &1 25 FoTS HY ATY

TEUT FARE M| ¢Ad dIF Fked AT JgUid &l
ug 3R Muar dr oy e
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v/;k; 67
difon th d fy; Hijrn; Bfo/ku
gh mudh foply /My

TASIT & UPATd UG & UcArd IHAY Bifdg Uar
&l FRES &I ASTUET T U . AEIAHT ard
R S o 3AP Heg TR fohar ar. g7 SR

AEIHFA A b Aol G FEAAT fhaT . 3qD die
FREs & e IR RUm® JF IFET Pk F
HATRRIT .

39 SRE IAGRT & WA foRar &z Ak e
Pleg & Ufd EUHe dI 3R P b AR Fiaara
& A PIYURT § ool IREWS H FAadr F ufa
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IMUR wehe fhaT 3R Fer 5 AY ufld gahr e
HRAT WRBIT 3R TR AT TFHH ©.

39 S EITH AT g o Fal 6 difdg J R
& TIUTT & dR GTHR & Ug 6 IRAT d6B .
SRES H JaT T FAS FIdl B aIF F Hifde T
AT §. TAAY HT JPUTT SFHGIR gl & forw
TUEFA A 3 AJAT A P GeFAlE . A Th
VeI Ud §. difdge! a5 B ¢
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v/l 68

difon ti di tir 1Ddh

aA &b AT ToTellicieh coll & FALA, 776 FrHar H
534 FTHGT & A 3R 29 A 20 TIT F ALIAGIT F
que ¥ AT & " A TAAY Fifdg AT ST
uFhr & fAaTae FsT & P 10,98,903 HAT B
THIT @ HEK W FH AT TAAY g B
6,82,677 A IMf FoT FAAT w7 & fAers Rear Aear
dT ¥l 98 gEd e et & srAigar AU AR
& UTH 3,76,261 AA &, ST Pl BIAGIIA &l Teh [de
feear far 34 gfded %l

39T 3MH 3T uref 3R gy g9 Ry o i
FAR BT FAIT HET d HT T s areire gfaerd
q &H & &dT &l
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RN wadv gaf F o RBar e @ifde &1 a
THAATY HIfdG B TASIT & Tl 37T &g ol ol
FAIA Bl 3H FEY & U 191 HrEdr ale, A
& UM 299 BT dle, AXRTH & TEH % dle,
AIADMK & T ¢ & U 539 % 3R a8TE3iR
HAT & U 1.53% A &1 3 gl o H PG &
el AAde fhar &1 ™ qoary #ifde & fRed &

Tt IR R vAdw got & aHYT @ w9 63
gfaera #d &1 W& & FG1 F qur-aer & RAaad o
e & & THAR Fifde A ST TahT §l

HIEY-eme @ BT A ToEifaw Ssha

JAAYT Ffdg & A H JIg GWor Hr 75 AT ar
gHHT fhdl o HFAT db A& FIA™”T UT| THTH
YT BT AT ddd T RTHA AT W dodr &
e 31egeT AT AT AT dIfdg & AT &l
TaEd frar @ [aust gy ™| gfed oiart & e
arel HIfde &1 dM@EE AT HEAR T GIGI &I Al
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TRl ¥l gddaAe faa Aged Hr & Fae &
ferR & A AT FAR & 3 F TS FHRIA HT
T R AT AT & 37 vad & ag ar fauer
HAAS gard B JaT H 30 7| TRy ¥ Auar F
urd foRY &7 B YR ¢ a9 41| 0 HAH &
for gg A Hr BT A T IR wEfAE ST
2l

fager it weER RN §$ TrHue

Uh % QIeH AT 3R 3T e &6 Fug e
A, ar @y 9w fausr AIUHE H SeIsm 3T A7)
3fgardt 3FACIR 3dRA & S MU T e
de & AR T TAT T, A fauer AR &Y
a1 Fe J& Fee grEr 3T J g @
Ul A PAR P FHAA el AT I TS
e fausy g Aifdd T IRar AT o ag o
gford @ & UFufd ga=r aredr ATl ofched IS
Fifde & aF 9T @9 & a &a aig #RT FAR
®T AR THAS 3T I @i & T M Tg AT F
fauer & ufdfharcas waaT for|

aiferr & w@reff IeRfa ¥ RErr et

TEUTT AT &l oIehT 3FG 1 ST & AT fob faueT
Th T IR FAold SFACIR QA Ham| Afeher
BT 37CTeT Hr TIRT TSNTd & FROT [AueT ey
T TaRff Ieea safor & wwE @l s IR
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BT gl B [T BT FAecd T s gl WER F
AEIHAT ARI FAX HT a1 db B ddooI! AGl &
T, aE dlead @Y Feme AMEA Y ot ae
HAGAT HT & TSI

3P AT TG JTA SFAGATT PN AR 3T HIA
I o Faud W VW F IR AT ot T
HIIF Uret & g T[4

17/ A

gfod vs gfed B daa @ Fioaa IR

HIH F AT AR B 3FAGIR A1 38 gfdd
Vs gfeid aaray Y drd & v AR PfRmr & ak
W @I IAT| A9 BT TJg TS dAel A b wEIG
o @I | =4t R

g3 did @AY aut F wOF o I a1 AT & %
3R JFHATY PIfdE & AT BT TAR o I-T O dEg
Ic¢ UASIT Fl $Hf33T d AP THh gfold adT & dR
W & TAIT ¢ 1 A1l dfhad FEw F ar gforar
o & 33U F wsar &3

306



AT AN & JUAA BT AFAGR & FHiod

IR FHIAIOT T THATRT Pifde T Siid T 3T
W/ T A P A AU FAR B F G
SFHGAR? SIHTA HIUF Gloldl AT SAD FHAEAT
B APt IHR TE |

R P gfadl & o &) TR & a1 39 Tiied
qr 6 AN PAR B oo gam A & 3FdAgan
g | fha U@ AR fRAT M| I3 ST AT
PAR o TAA Hifdg &1 FAST H BQIT dF 3¢
A HTSATT & ded @ BAT -1 e IHE H
SR UT AT Pl TFHUIS i & TolT FHET o F
BIGEEC!

g Fafs AU AR A R gRARa e ar & @
STEY FEl ST DT & 6 ST o Gford! B Th-gar
Qo5 & fow AW AT A SFAGar gar fear, s
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au gidlf@ca & s § 3R *ifde S| adrsg
dU gR & Adcd & Ude ol 0H N7 a0 R &
gfora Riaea & gfafaf@icad &ld & ST T Ih &
Id FHGTT & APMAE! tficiasd W FFead §
TGHRIT Glold dded D Seodard fIA&ToTdr- I8 &
fr gt IHSe U & gud T  Ugdd &
T F T AT @A §| T Thofed@dl ARFTHDAT

333



PG S Ad13T gRT 3 aut deb  HreTar iR T
gRaR &1 ‘T TERARTS U fOaRURT *l geIdard
A H A & % gd 2

dftra afg g1 gt aRTaT Faa Fifde Hr snfaera
Ugdld db & TRATAT @I € o g o hded 39
cafs & Oy afed AR Y AT Joritad gRTFadr
& T off o = g Wty ek # o ueR
d gaT T AR ATH TR Haa a7 § AEad
340 HAY g 3TarE T HAT A FAHT B ar
ag J df uuA gferd @i 3R a & 3fda 197 &
2000 I HARIUT W TH AGelGHAT TARD  .3K.
IR ® P B AR B R didg H agd
Ueforg 3R 31wl Aar ¥ TgUfd ug & 38 cari
o qd ugufd & Ay S o H @ ¥ ag 4
had ada © dfewd eargel Y ¥ THer -
HGEE GO P BISH A 3eleh GAB SR
Ipufd UG S &g do IR faafa w®r ¥l 3ma
ugfd 3R FTIHTT & FALAST Afdg & v 59 g H
HITT GE Pl ST PIS HST AE 2|

Taay [ReEFseal & 0 7 o § oY 3% Rt
I3t R el Todd Tsteliad & IR & S
faerrer 3rga grffer foham & @ 3@ 3o T sgd
AT g g F3ife Ipufa & ®U H 3%
IATAT dTAH AT FT TAEIT AT TSI & AR,
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ARMIO & HIT F Ig AW WAl 9gd Aecaqol
o6 o ag ad 2000 # GREIC A Gl F=AT I UP
dd wRE ART 3 ARG Tgufd Fraery ar=m
& IR # RO & 75 gEl vgw & o i A
Th I’ TPUfd ARV A d9 hdd ThAHR
geey Wi & UHh 0T FHARARUT o AR FH A
qr AR 36 AP o 3H HIETchR Bl 3ol Sid 4
s o g frar ar|

5@ yprR wRET ARIT F aRRua & GrIrRoT
UBHIA P AcTd gddlel AR STERSTAd ddd A
uEgd forar 388 AT st Igufd) afRdqll ate (
Hed IR gRMA I AN GG H BE TSR B
FASTGI T We, TIh BT UST 3R &FAT Il Hlar
TEl| FARIUTT AR JFAT IR, Pfdg A 9RT F
3TddA UG ddh &l IMET SAd cOihald Ugdlad aoT
g AHRE TooT ARk gl A =¥ | & 9 @
fva aar aRel ST sy af gd9 ¢ &
SUTEUTT d I ol & SCEE ANl 3¢ JUE A
3% G AT | TH AN F der S gHT orAARAA
& HRT H 3WgUfd 99T 39 a1 &7 g & T
EHART Forare fhdar dhe &l

$H U 3l g A ofdls SId U A o9l @l
BEl U HEoH @& ARA HI SUEUTT Il
dportae 1 gl Fhadr &1 d5 i kb 3¢
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ARTA & & # JUB g TG M dfed AT 3%
PIT HRAT F T & WA &I” AT FrATTSD -
AANIAAD AA”IA & 3TN gedsh G USC 3H
Ags’ A g@l A formd § AR Uit wardt
el die Iearer &I” YT Ugdrd AP HAecaqol §
IR o8 ol s & o & &1 @@
uRond Ig giar ¥ 6 o AN murum 9 -
STt § R siddeicar daaea AR fawea gear
S BOd®Y & 30 A g fafadt @ sie-
<l $olE AT TR T gd ¥ SR WIAAGT
& BT HIAAT Usdl & ST fh g FaIREU 3R,
& HHAS # @ gh ¥| IG Pifde @A & G aa
&1 gl Hd € a1 98 § ART &1 agHEETD
AT greivT, Fuek, e @ FEfoe ®0 7 adT
| T5ad I ¥ Swer vafalica guemsH R
A A & 37 ot A% Reoh & o gieshfaat
S I/ gTeT 8l &7 SARATGH Al Fehs | Blfdg
AR AL g & e "R & glAfRfca €
g Ul AR 3R el bl BT Tehole
TIET B
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v/;k; 76
difon t1 dk in THkyu 1j
fy;k tiu okyk 1gyk dne

AU SH pufd W & e aifa e 9= & I
& TFA Rifde At & 3 aw ¥ qAE O 57
gid & M HIH o T & b vduEgufa & wT A
3TTRT 3ADT UGl h1HA FAT @M. | A al g el
ST T oAfehed Teh ITd BT HFA HIR—AT ST Hebcll

®.

ard 1997 Y . T AT WAR A IR FoagA
e @1 &0 I, 37 AT THATY B ToIaqHT 4@
e ¥, dfde J U5 FHT & AN A1 F Ss@a-
gra RO @ adafas fear sie, arfs 1962 &
AR g # AT H TR & HRON &I Tl el
AftheT Forgw e Teg F Tg F H RO A
gdfdd i @ FAr H I 5 gg gga &
acaAMer T 2.

T ¥ ETaa-goa Nok:

1962 # #RA o gg A WW P A H el gIr
A g WeA g & I ARd WHR & Th RO
IR FErs. dfhad RO 3183 & arg 38 ®IT AT
S FAHPBS BE b IAANY A dg FY fear 3R
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gdafad A8 . dRUT gdar = B F Frh
HaeAflel AZT & dd ¥ BT 3T db THA FBR
g W, IR ar fiody W EY 1 FEE ofha fREY
J ot 3@ Rulc o gdafad = forar.

zg RaE & B3 et & ) Rt dftede
AT WA gad IR VAW Fawer ufdie e
HTd o IR fRar sHifdr & =@ -1
Raie st e &

Th T olge 3R TIaR dAfdel HFadeT &
gy AT 2014 H H TOIE &1 $© A 9T 9T
HFOdel 39 I g TRFIA ATh ded” & U &
d ¥ R gk & AT ol H TR Seeid
Raféar & . s@ah arg 1970 # HAagda A "I
IRIAT IR” & ATH ¥ T fhd@ o e s sRa
THR P AT AR foRaT Faifs 37 fhae & forar
g7 AT fF PR & Ied hadl & HROT & AR,
AT T TR IR WX, 39 RAC & a5 A Segiad qaAr
JgdTse UY 3 U X I DT A ar sfar
AT "HRaS Uiferd’” & FROT 919 J g & ART W
IMehAVT fohar R QU & YhIsehonid 30 I &
UdT %] o9 urs. SId oY &l &R & I asiferee
giar & AR B8 T g [aidd wRar # 3ieT gaa
6 AT 38 TBUS AT PR &GN & 38 "HRIS
giferd” wgd €. Al oY aar, I8 do 6 dohrela

338




JUEHA dew B H {9 BT AHGAH Tl AT 6
o HRA W 3THACT T SIN.TH g A HAG 2000
HRA™ dfas AR I 3R 4000 W B dg WX
ferar aram o1,

P AT T SEIAT IAT & SN?

zH RUE & I8 $© FAT & JUR W 3 Wl A
fSFteR sguar aram §-

1.gpS0T A, &7 FH:

ROlc & 3gaR 30 g & W@ AN Foor Add o
a1 & FIRFRE & gy Saar ot dob 6 sq3d
ot oft fg 3t uT g=f g2 a1 Rid 3rua urg a8
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@I, $Hbagd HIA URUIA U Hifh Jg & aNieT
St ot vty [T v 3Ek fow gt R @ B @
N SFACR 87 ogUAT ST Tl saEPca o A
g & @mYor S Y Yad faw aw gy @l g
THRAT @ a8 fowarw Jaar sea o

2. dY.ua Afoeh, SN §eeliorm sqU:

R # #Afoe 3 eeliorm & FW IRIT ST 7T
¢ T 3@ ghia A gEaW oo A gers ar agd
& BATAS b F JTB 78 3 SAhT FIABIT H
fadwor oY 8k g1 F A& fhar 1. oo <@
B T I AT fF HRAT A gRT AALIR F3-TY
URT JA0 S & dage 9 fhdr o gela #
AR W EHT Afl BN 3H FAFHSA A SRNGI
ST A% Keelom d ARE FUF A OIGAA
ST 3@ u¥ Tard &Y faar .

3. dfFede IR f.uA. i, NP 3P JTRAT FEHh:

Rule, gl & & sRd™ dar &1 g er & fow
Affcde STeRe it Hid @ 3TTsT ®0 & HiFer
AT & P P 3H AAG A IO A& fwar S
Al ifh af 38 AT AP HP TS T 3R
ool gg & WA AT & v o g & ory
fauiia fFT ¥ 38 QU &Y UEr J9THeT IEHT AT
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AW Bid H WPR HT T IIT BT o TARET o
for oA AAT 3MHATT AT IN. 3T SR NEFA I
A 3rC WieW wordl (FHT & TUTTA USeA) &
A & fow 4 &= gahlar gag 7% A fSwdr
HAE P P &Y B IR ANF NP T BT UG
grell g 1. 30 4 e ghAl B TG b A
32 U1 B Ig ¥ FIAT AHAT A FAedr vy
foram a1 @d IR AT F oA AT A o
erenifer fad Y A1 & IOREA F AR AP F
IR A I H T & ar 5@ I ® TR AR
ST

4TH .. ¢HE, fager afa:

22 f@deR 1962 @ T&m HAT & AR AfEqT F TS,
dEE o o T ad e 5 DT BN gHenr A
P, FATST B SIET dT Th T & UFE hY FR H
b .

5B &, ufad, srveey Afed siwea:

3orEd 1962 # A IowE & seet ot
k. urford F Fer o A9 9RT A BRAS giferdy W®
gfafsrar =&t &Wr. 3adr sgAa a1 5 AT 3@
frafa & a8 & FaY g @ gg & o
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P,
faarfaas e gifda

6. TART AT Aew, TIHHA -

folc &8 a Je%® & aR # T T4 Hedl dfbe
J5% 6 BRas Uifedr gy darerar & oemdy
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S aoe & HARAT &1 A sEar-dia & raT
HS el W@ HAPART dBd F R AT AT IR
HIPT T eI H$ URe Ia1 for o

7. AT A.OH. AR, A6 3HTH TR TCTH-

At A w1 5 ol d b v Sore § Swr A
TETHAT HOOM AT 61 3HhE F g8 AT 7 W
I ¥ SFW AR 3§ HfEw H Fed ¢ B A
HRA gRI 3UATS S drell HBi@s Uifardl W dg™g
A gfafehar & Fhdr & 3R IeaE deft Al ey
ich 1960 &Y FolA oflse b Ugd Hehall o 1960 H
AT ARG & TS YEdTT @7 AT o HRA A8
g thar & 99 & ’Reqar A9 of 6o d 99
TUNT UG hl HRA T REAT AT AT,

goEHAT 3R 3T A H gfFer g ¥ RO

RUlE & deoreld JUEHRS JaRT afd Je% 3R
Al A SA AUA. YO h HAST d IR A
PS Toreh & &, Treliteh 0 ear @ g6 3R U
Pl BB SThT o9,

fog G f= a8 gg & gAM@ & dworm A sHb
3T o AR & 22 AdaT 1962 Y IEWT & fear
AR 28 " & QY AT AeE H FHY B .
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WY, 379 30T JAAT difde TgUid aa9d § ar Igafa
g & T G At i Fr3i & Falea waAE] i
g9 S FEd@ ar 3@ RuiE @ Frara us oY
ghd ¢ R adeas off T Topa §.
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vk 77
difon th mPpLFk in d fy; fuolfpr]
1/lu e=t u nh c/ib

TPUTA FATT T GRUMA 3T & deblal dg JUTAHT
g AT A e fhan, A THAR Hifde S Bl WA
& gafa Faifaa @9 Waus. 30 GagEad 3R
URUTGRIG BRIGE & [T YHBHAT,

ARG ST & 3FAGIR THAATY hifde J Ipar @l
TgUid gt A 65 BrEdr F AP alc g HRY
GgAT H Sid &of &l g8 & b 14d ygufad g 3R
25 S[ell$ T AU TFUT .

JHAATY FIfdg d oid W AW T Tas .
GrEPY, TSTadBIT o Siid P dh AT hifde Pl
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dYS Ud YHPAAT 1. TFUTT garag HraRoma 3ma
& dopld d¢ YU g A F e B i
THATY B & @ HRT &1 qPUa HaifRa g w
U, 3ot holgAd R UW0NEHe diee & fau
[H PIHATT,

HISTUT & Ik AdT o T Eaoha 79 Faifda
TgUfd AT difde Hr Siid T 3¢ 995 AT
TEUTT g # difdg & Siid eTfel & 6T Faa
o & Mg ag 3mearh 3 338 g & 3R 3%
HUAT YHBHATT &Y.

vgufad gara # fauar &1 sefigart € A AR A
FIR B A0S Ufdgd] THART difdg A Shd W
qu § IR Fer & 3@ AN @wy FA T
faaifoa agufa &1 GrdAet € & ag dfaue &
et o

A FAR o Fer b gAfawaerdr, af¥ar 3k afRat
& fou zafr o I wIN. S=eia el H A
THAATY Hifdg S A AR &1 TPAfd a9 WIUE
gl & 3l AP YA, Ig 35 W SFAGH §
fp s@gAtqot gag # gg gt waar § Gfaura &
AT HY. A AR o Gg P SFAGAY gl b
for sg 3w @Fw T aRka gF@daT a=
grell 17 ifeat & AdBit & AR udhe forar 3R
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foaTae Fza & deeal @ oY Y=gare fhar agufa
g # 95 AR W JAAY Plfdg & uel # A
aiféar g8 & eI, aT, ASNE, TRA FoTrer, YA
AR et A PG & et # pra aifesr H @a %
IAAT 1 HE AfeT HIE F T ¥ @ay @
IR 3 A & TsgEHAT f 9 dHietd forw
AW B &, ToF # Y el ureaaqar & off gam
g AATST T & b g R amer & wwdw
faureT & Ffdg & ueT FAdk 3@ IEId # Hifdg
@l 132 dic @S 3T AT FAX A 49, FAfh TsT A
diodr & 121 [Auras € 3R s & 57. 3@ Raw
q HH AHA 8T fAUrIs! A Hifdg & gst & ke
fe=. safes el & 3mer 3meal wrdl & Fo AurH!
& ot difdg & BT H Il ST ) WAty oo A
PIfdic @1 6 Tafeh AT FAR H 55 alc fFe. FTafs
dodr FarR & fauras . 59 fam & 3 e
Ut & a1 fAureDl & Hifdg @l die Gar. Safh 6k
dg €Y uw ow, uf¥H dane H W fGeraey aER
3HY BT FF B, I@l dide I 11 Fdih ;R
$AR B 273 dic AA. fordr 3R 3895 Fedol g
$ 6dic ¥. 39 Ra@ @ *Ifde # Fo gad wedl
& dic ot faren.

g & MIFar Ffdem ae P & T & Fifdg
B W Sdih AT $AR H 53 dic A, ol ag

347



oY T P AUIF Ael &, JOTHA HOF & Qe
faurgehla Sifde @ aic Gar. #AerTg # T Hifde &
el H PRI T @SR §. TEl PIde Bl 208 TdTh
ART HAR &1 77 dic el ggl Nord-RIgd=1 & 185
furaes € Safes ®P@ vaddy & 83 3@ RIw A
HOE TAEd & o dic gE WA F a0 fema ¥

Mar # oy AT TSIUT TIPR . I&T dide Bl 25
ale e Stafs AT FAR 119 e, ggr o
iR FEaeh aRal & 22 (e € Safs 09 &
16. I AT AT B 3FAE § TR dlc HHA A

sdl e 3ad # ff Tawe Aoy & fausft wat &
Y T A PR ey & ggl difdg & 91 g
faar Safes @0 AR #Y 35, Afha AW 3R 385
gl gol & urg 87 fAurgs & &, s 3R 3T
fuefy gt & grE 39 faurs. I |ifde H 3FAe
¥ 9R dc JEIfFAe §.38 g9a & 21 99al & de
dy @ urw o, Fefh $o AUt F dde sea
H 393 FI. 56 TAUT® 30 dlc S d Ael STl
gw 3R 3eE T ST AFT T B AT b FS
Rt I . 3 IS g g% & w5 AT A
oy g & gaA-ReET #OSART W IE L.
GHAR & IoRd # d€dR d9gg fGeaaey & Fadr &
FgifeR QpT e areelm & et daX 37 arel At o
gl & A 3T Hebel &
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The NDA Presidential Candidate Hon'ble Ram Nath Kovind
with the Prime Minister Hon'ble Narendra Modi and the
Bhartiya Janta Party President Hon’ble Amit Shah

ooy g
" ‘the then Governor Hon'ble Ram Nath Kovind




